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Parks Committee Survey Highlights 
by Petrine Abrahams 

The Winnetka Heights Parks 
Committee, Dr. Taner R. Ozdil and his 
Studio V/ urban design students at the 
University of Texas at Arlington are 
currently initiating a process by which 
the neighborhood will re-envision 
our parks, open spaces  
and streetscapes. 

To get started, we sent out a survey 
to residents and the results helped 
us better understand the needs, 
interests and kinds of public spaces 
and amenities that neighbors like  
you want. 

Overall, we had a total of 103 
responses! Here’s a quick breakdown 
of the results. For a more detailed 
report, please visit 75208.org.

Respondents rated which of the 
following amenities they are most 
likely to use:

Pedestrian trails 46.6% 

Dog parks 36.6% 

Playground spaces 36.0% 

Public spaces for gathering 25.1% 

Bike trails 28.4% 

Pocket/small parks 22.8% 

Skate parks 4.4% 

Respondents ranked how interested 
they were in the following 
amenities. In order of interest,  
they said: 

More trees 68.1% 

Pedestrian connections 66.7% 

Additional lighting 64.4% 

Native plantings 63.7% 

Improved social spaces 61.4% 

Signature gateways 54.9% 

Designated crosswalks 52.9% 

Unified signage 48.0% 

Designated parking and signage 
23.8%  continued on page 6

The Meaning of Neighborhood
by Harriet Boorhem

What do you think of when you 
hear the word neighborhood?  One 
definition is “a district or area 
with distinctive characteristics.”  
I like that because Winnetka 
Height’s characteristics are certainly 
distinctive and set it apart from other 
areas of town. 

But, of all the characteristics that 
make Winnetka Heights unique, the 
one I think is most important — and 
the one that has kept me here for 25 
years — is the way we care for each 
other.  

I remember at least 15 years ago, 
before Oak Cliff was cool, when I 
told folks outside of the “hood” that 
I knew ALL my neighbors. I knew 
their kids, watched their houses for 
them and returned their pets when 
they got loose. And they did the same 
for me. We had progressive dinner 
parties, went to the pool together  
and more. 

First, I would get blank stares… then 
disbelief… and finally envy in their 
voices.  

A true neighborhood is synonymous 
with caring, and that’s why Winnetka 

Heights is a true neighborhood. In 
some ways, it’s much harder to live in 
such a place. 

It hurts more deeply when people 
move. It raises more anger when 
property or people are hurt by crime. 
And it’s much harder to leave. On the 
other hand, there is so much more 
joy, more fun, more incredible 
friends and many more opportunities 
to truly make a difference. 

Seems like a fair trade to me. And one 
I will take any day. Winnetka Heights 
is a real neighborhood. It’s a true 
home.
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Letter from Lee Ruiz, President of WHNA
For those new to the neighborhood, 
welcome! And for those of you who 
have been here awhile and are ready 
to reconnect with the Winnetka 
Heights Neighborhood Association, 
welcome back! 

Unlike some neighborhood 
associations, the WHNA is entirely 
voluntary and there are no required 
dues. We hope you get involved, 
meet your neighbors, and help keep 
Winnetka Heights Dallas’ most 
vibrant neighborhood.

The WHNA coordinates a variety 
of events like neighborhood 
improvement projects, education 
and awareness programs, and fun 

get-togethers. Plant a tree, come to a 
crime prevention class or join us for a 
wine tasting or happy hour. Whatever 
you choose, we’ll be happy to see you!

To keep up with neighborhood 
activities, make sure you’re on our 
mailing list. If you’re not, email 
Communications Chairwoman Chris 
White. For more updates and news, 
visit winnetkaheights.org. Be sure 
to get a username and password to 
access our online forum by emailing 
whnaadmin@winnektaheights.org.

You can also join the Winnetka 
Heights Facebook group. With 
nearly 300 members, it’s our most 
active source of information. Find 

service provider recommendations, 
lost pet notices, Oak Cliff news and 
announcements about neighborhood 
events.

We’ll continue to distribute 
newsletters and flyers to the 600 
homes in the district. It’s the most 
direct way to reach residents, so if 
your business would like to buy an ad 
in a newsletter or sponsor a flyer, let 
Chris White know.

Finally, come to our meetings at 
Turner House or our happy hours at 
local watering holes. You’ll find that 
a true neighborhood of friends is all 
around you. See you soon!

Meet the New Board of Directors
 President   Lee Ruiz  whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Jeff Fahrenholz  vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Jeff Kaczmarczyk treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Marijane Michael secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Kyle Ward  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Mike Walker  code@winnetkaheights.org

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Chris Barker  hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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Reforestation Day
Help your neighbors plant free trees 
in their empty parkways and beautify 
our neighborhood even more on 
Reforestation Day on Saturday, 
October 20 at 9 a.m. Plus, be there 
as the City of Dallas honors Winnetka 
Heights by announcing its Arbor Day 
Proclamation.

Each year, the WHNA, in a cooperative 
effort with the City of Dallas, provides 
free trees to Winnetka Heights 
residents.

This year, we’ll need pick-up trucks, 
rakes, hoes, shovels, gloves and 
plenty of volunteers! 

If you’re interested in helping out, 
contact Rob Romano at herrhansy@
sbcglobal.net. and meet at the 
park at the SW Corner of Jefferson 
Blvd. and Clinton Ave. at 9 a.m.on 
October 2. Once all the trees are 
planted, we’ll enjoy a picnic lunch 
where City officials will announce the 
Arbor Day Proclamation. 

This Tuesday: 
National Night Out
Let’s take a united stand against 
crime in Winnetka Heights. Come 
meet your neighbors and enjoy free 
food, plus fun activities for the kids 
on Tuesday, October 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Stemmons Plaza, the park on 
Jefferson between Windomere Ave. 
and Montclair Ave. Special guests 
include Councilmembers Scott Griggs 
and Delia Jasso, and representatives 
from the DPD and DFD.

Coming up in the Heights!

Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

Next Saturday:
Crime Prevention 
101 
Come to Crime Prevention 101 on 
Saturday, October 6 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Kessler Theater, 1230 
West Davis St. You’ll learn:

• Strategies to minimize the risk of 
crimes at your home, and throughout 
Winnetka Heights. 

• Long-term trends in crime

• Where crimes tend to occur

• Which crimes happen most often. 

If you plan to attend please email 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org.

October Happy 
Hour
The September happy hour was 
a blast! Neighbors ate, drank and 
belted out their favorite tunes during 
a fun night of karaoke.

And we hope to see everyone at the 
next neighborhood happy hour on 
Thursday, October 11 at 6 p.m at 
Nova, 1417 West Davis St.

Enjoy delicious drinks, and of course, 
the chance to mix and mingle with 
your neighbors.

December 
Membership
Meeting
Join us for the next General 
Membership Meeting on Tuesday, 
December 4 at 7 p.m. at Turner 
House, 401 N. Rosemont Ave.
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Blues, Bandits and 
BBQ
Go Oak Cliff is proud to present the 
3rd annual Blues, Bandits and BBQ 
on Saturday, October 27 at 715 
W Davis St. where BBQ teams will 
compete for cash prizes. Purchase 
a $20 wristband to sample the BBQ 
from 2-4 p.m. and vote on the 2012 
BBQ People’s Choice Award. Enjoy 
live music, a beer garden from Oak 
Cliff’s Four Corner Brewery, a 
bounce house for the kiddos, food 
trucks and more. Learn more at 
gooakcliff.org. 

North Oak Cliff 
Music Festival
This November, The Kessler 
Entertainment Group will present 
the very first North Oak Cliff 
Music Festival with two stages in 
Winnetka Heights! 

The festival will feature top Texas 
acts including the Joe Ely Band, 
Carolyn Wonderland, Alejandro 
Escovedo and many more. 

“Oak Cliff has a rich musical 
heritage,” says Edwin Cabaniss, of 
the Kessler Entertainment Group. 
“Jimmie and Stevie Ray Vaughan, 
Erykah Badu, T-Bone Walker, Edie 
Brickell and Ray Wylie Hubbard 
all grew up here. The festival will 
pay tribute to its past, but also 
look to its future. Our goal is to 
make the Oak Cliff Music Festival a 
highly anticipated annual event that 
showcases amazing talent and the 
great neighborhoods that surround 
our area.”

9.29  DAVID BROMBERG  POSSESSED BY PAUL JAMES
10.5  BOB SCHNEIDER  EARLY & LATE SHOWS
10.6 AARON FREEMAN
10.7 MINDY SMITH 
10.11 ANTIBALIS  MC 900 FT JESUS
10.13 FIRST AID KIT  DYLAN LEBLANC
10.14 SOUL REBELS  THADDEUS FORDSOUL
10.18 ARTURO SANDOVAL  EARLY & LATE SHOWS
10.19 GARY LOURIS OF THE JAYHAWKS
10.21  MATT WERTZ  STEVE MOAKLER
10.24 SHEMEKIA COPELAND  LIPBONE REDDING
10.25 GRACE PETTIS  TOM FAULKNER
10.26 BEN KWELLER
11.2 THE BAND OF HEATHENS  SETH WALKER
11.3 THE OAK CLIFF MUSIC FESTIVAL
11.16 GLEN PHILLIPS & GRANT LEE PHILLIPS
11.17 JUNIOR BROWN
11.18  DAVID CHOI  CLARA C
11.29 BETTY LAVETTE 
11.30 TAB BENOIT  SOMEBODY’S DARLING

 

 THE KESSLER PRESENTS @ DALLAS CITY PERFORMANCE HALL
 10.26  JACK INGRAM ACOUSTIC MOTEL
 11.8  TAJ MAHAL  LINCOLN DURHAM

F O R  T H E  M O S T  U P  T O  D A T E  L I S T I N G S  P L E A S E  V I S I T  

w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g

The festival will run Saturday, 
November 3 from noon to 8 p.m. 
at 1230 West Davis St. General 
admission tickets cost $12 each in 
advance and $20 each day of the 
festival. VIP tickets cost $25 each in 
advance and $35 each the day of the 
festival. Kids age 10 and under get in 
free.

Winnetka Heights Neighborhood 
Association President, Lee Ruiz, says, 
“The Oak Cliff Music Festival 
will be a great event for our 
neighborhood. Winnetka Heights 
will get to welcome some of the best 
bands in Texas while showcasing 
what a beautiful, fun and vibrant 
neighborhood we have here.”

Proceeds from The North Oak Cliff 
Music Festival will benefit the 
Winnetka Heights Neighborhood 
Association. 

To purchase tickets in advance, or to 
learn more about the festival, visit 
thekessler.org.

Renew Your 
NOCUPP Dues
NOCUPP is a neighborhood 
police patrol staffed by Dallas 
PD officers. Help fight crime in 
Winnetka Heights and renew your 
2012 Fall subscription today at 
northoakcliffpatrol.org.
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Light Up the 
Heights!
The much-anticipated Winnetka 
Heights Holiday Lights contest will 
light up our neighborhood for the 
holiday season and for home tour day. 

Plan your lights now and team up with 
your neighbors to capture the highly 
sought-after “Best Block Award”.  

Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd overall, 
along with special prizes like most 
tasteful and elegant display (the 
“Martha Stewart Award”) and for 
the funkiest display (the “Clark 
W. Griswold Award”) will also be 
given out at the Winnetka Heights 
neighborhood holiday party 
following the home tour at Turner 
House on December 8. 

Judging for the lights contest 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. that 
evening.

Holiday Home Tour
The Winnetka Heights Holiday Home 
Tour is set for Saturday, December 
8, 2012 and once again, it will be 
the highlight of the Oak Cliff holiday 
season.

Along with an opportunity to see six 
fantastic homes all decorated for 
the holidays, this year’s tour day will 
feature a holiday festival atmosphere 
at Turner House, 401 N. Rosemont 
Ave., which will again serve as the 
tour headquarters. 

Guests from across the Metroplex will 
enjoy tastes from Dallas’ finest food 
trucks, samples from Kessler Cookies, 
a visit and photo opportunities with 
Santa Claus, a dog adoption fair and 
live music. 

Inside Turner House, a dazzling 
silent auction, which will once 
again feature dinner and a stay at 
The Rosewood Mansion on Turtle 
Creek, will help raise funds for 
neighborhood improvements.

How can you help? We’ll need 
volunteers on tour day to help with 
Turner House activities and to porch 
sit at houses. Contact Home Tour 
Chairman Chris Barker at hometour@
winnetkaheights.org if you’d like to 
help out. 

And if you can donate an item with 
a retail value of $50 or more for the 
silent auction (local art is always 
appreciated), let Chris know.

This year, you can become a 
Neighborhood Sponsor and be 

recognized throughout the tour 
season, plus receive a gift basket with 
a neighborhood t-shirt, a collectable 
Winnetka Heights ornament, a car 
sticker and two tickets to the tour. The 
$100 donation includes the suggested 
annual donation to the WHNA. 

If you complete your donation as a 
Neighborhood Sponsor for the 2012 
and 2013 Holiday Home Tours, you 
will be recognized as a Founder of 
the neighborhood’s Green Winnetka 
public space improvement project 
and will have an engraved stone 
or brick in your name at the 
Winnetka Heights marker that will 
be designed and built in the coming 
years.  

Keep up with tour information and 
make your $100 donation by visiting 
whhometour.org. 

If you would like to make your 
donation by check or credit card, 
contact hometour@winnetkaheights.
org or whpresident@winnektheights.
org. 

Celebrate the Holidays in the Heights
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Parks Survey Results, continued from 
front page

Respondents shared how long they 
have lived in the neighborhood:

1-4 years 33.0% 

5-10 years 32.0% 

11-30 years 24.7% 

31-40 years 9.3% 

41+ years 1% 

Respondents shared their gender:

61.9% Female 

38.1% Male 

Respondents shared their age:

17-20 0.0% 

21-29 1.0% 

30-39 31.3% 

40-49 31.3% 

50-59 22.9% 

60+ 13.5% 

Thanks to all who participated in 
the survey! A special thanks goes 
out to those of you who took the time 
to contribute additional comments 
and feedback regarding the survey 
design. 

For a more detailed breakdown 
of the survey results, please visit 
75208.org. And if you have any 
questions, please feel free to reach 
out to me, Petrine Abrahams, at 
parks@winnetkaheights.org.

OOCCL Fall  
Home Tour
The Old Oak Cliff Conservation 
League Fall Home Tour will be on 
Saturday, October 13 and Sunday, 
October 14 from noon to 6 p.m. on 
both days. This year’s tour features 
two homes in Winnetka Heights.

You can save $5 if you purchase 
your tickets early at participating 
Tom Thumb stores or online at ooccl.
org. Discounted tickets are $20 for 
adults and $12 for seniors.

During the tour, full-priced tickets 
will be available at Tom Thumb, 
Ticket Central, as well as at any home 
on the tour. Full-priced tickets are 
$25 for adults and $15 for seniors.

If you’d like to attend the VIP pre-
tour Gala, you can purchase tickets 
for $100 by visiting ooccl.org. There 
are only 25 tickets available for this 
exclusive event.

The OOCCL gave more than 
$25,000 to the community in the 
last year, including a generous 
donation to the Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association. One 
of the ways they’re able to do this is 
with the funds raised during their 
annual home tour.

Crime Prevention in the Heights
by Russ Aikman

A spike in garage break-ins during 
the month of June spurred the 
renewal of the Winnetka Heights 
Crime Watch Committee. The 
committee has been meeting monthly 
since that time with the following 
objectives:

• Communicate crime patterns or 
significant crimes 

• Determine and implement crime 
prevention strategies

During meetings in June and July, the 
committee focused on the garage 
break-ins. Through communication 
with the Dallas Police Department, we 
learned about the suspect: a 33-year-
old white male, 6’2” tall, 200 pounds 

with long blonde hair, who was seen 
in a Dodge Durango SUV. The suspect 
was arrested in late July, but had to 
be released due to lack of evidence. 
However, garage break-ins have 
been down dramatically in August 
and September. We continue to be 
vigilant in watching for this suspect in 
Winnetka Heights.

The Crime Watch Program 
includes:

Chairman: coordinate CW activities, 
liaise with Dallas Police Department, 
serve on WHNA Board, communicate 
crime trends/significant crimes

Sector Coordinators (4) – 
Northeast, Northwest, Southeast, 
Southwest: recruit and communicate 
regularly with Block Captains and 

act as liaison between Chairman 
and Block Captains. We still need 
Sector Coordinators for Northeast & 
Northwest.

Block Captains (approximately 40): 
prepare/maintain block directory, 
communicate with neighbors on the 
block, report suspicious activity. We 
have Block Captains for Rosemont, 
Montclair and Winnetka. We need 
help on North Windomere, North 
Edgefield, as well as North and  
South Willomet.

The Crime Watch Program is open 
to all residents in Winnetka Heights. 
If you are interested in serving as a 
Block Captain or Sector Coordinator, 
please email Russ Aikman at 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org. 
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Code 101
by Mike Walker

Once a month, the City of Dallas 
offers “Bulky Trash Week,” a free 
collection of large limbs, shrubbery, 
bagged leaves (in sealed bags with 
a maximum 50 gallon capacity), 
furniture, appliances, mattresses  
and box springs. 

Items must be on the front curb — 
not the street or sidewalk — for 
collection no later than 7 a.m. the 
Monday of your pick-up week. 
Items should not be set out earlier 
than 7:00 a.m. on the Thursday 
preceding your collection week.  

Winnetka Heights is on the sanitation 
department’s Week 4, typically the 
last full week of the month. Our 
upcoming dates are:  10/18, 11/22 
and 12/20. Please note these are the 
Thursday earliest set-out dates.

The City of Dallas also offers a 

collection program called Cost 
Plus, for bigger projects like new 
construction or major remodeling 
projects. Call 311 to get a free 
estimate. Please note that bricks, 
concrete, rocks, dirt, paint, oil 
and hazardous containers are not 
collected in either the Cost Plus 
or regular brush and bulky trash 
collection services.

For more information on disposal 
of hazardous materials, electronics 
recycling or landfill locations, 
please visit dallascityhall.com/
sanitation/sanitation.html.

History 101 Recap
Thanks to everyone who came out 
to History 101 at the Kessler. About 
30 people showed up and learned 
tips and tricks on how to research 
the story of their home. 

Brian Collins from the Texas/Dallas 
History and Archives Division of the 
Dallas Public Library and Winnetka 
Heights history buff, Michele 
Colbert, both shared helpful 
resources that researchers can 
use to find out more about their 
home including city and online 
directories, Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps, real estate guides, archive 
collections, newspapers and more. 

If you weren’t able to make it, you 
can download the presentation 
at winnetkaheights.org. We 
hope to see everyone at the 
next installment of the Winnetka 
Heights Neighborhood Association 
education series.

 
1001 West Jefferson Boulevard  Dallas, TX 75208            (214) 948-9900 

Margarita Mondays 
$3 Margaritas All Day! 
  

Taco Tuesdays 
Half Price Tacos (excludes camaron and pescado) 
  

Humpday Happy Hour 
All Day Happy Hour - Every Wednesday! 
 

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 
11AM – 3PM 
 

Happy Hour 
Mon-Fri 3PM-7PM 
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DIANE SHERMAN KNOWS 
WINNETKA HEIGHTS

…from the birth of the Historic District to the restoration and preservation of home 
after home!  For hundreds of buyers and sellers, Diane has opened doors to 

understanding these distinctive homes and their individual histories. 

Winnetka Heights IS unique and Diane brings her unique perspective to this market. 
She is a key advocate for the survival of this neighborhood.  She passionately 

communicates why the neighborhood has thrived, and is keenly aware of 
investment values. 

Let Diane show you the Winnetka Heights she knows. 
It’s more than wood, brick and mortar. You will see it and you’ll know it as well.

Diane Sherman . Vice President . David Griffin & Co Realtors 
 Preservation Dallas Advanced Historic House Specialist

469-767-1823 . dsherman@davidgriffin.com

Green Living in  
Winnetka Heights
by Teri Merrick

Kermit may be your favorite muppet, 
but he led you astray if you believe, 
“it’s not easy being green.” 

These days it’s very easy to be green, 
and to prove it, here are a few earth-
friendly tips for you and your kids 
as they head back to school.

1. If you don’t live close enough to 
school for your kids to walk or bike, 
start a carpool and take turns with 
other parents in the neighborhood to 
drop off and pick up the kids. You’ll 
each save time, energy and fuel.

2. Pack kids’ lunches in lunch pails 
or canvas bags instead of throwaway 
paper bags. Consider re-using plastic 
sandwich bags, or only using durable 
plastic containers.

3. Check out your school’s 
recycling programs. Ask whether 
recycling bins are available and 

accessible — and if the kids are 
encouraged to use them. Make 
sure your child knows what can be 
recycled and what can’t.

4. Make smart decisions while 
shopping. Buy school supplies 
with less packaging and seek those 
made with organic and/or recycled 
materials. Consider investing in 
sturdier products — this can ensure 
years of use from commonly used 
items like backpacks.

5. Keep your kids in touch with 
nature. After-school time used to 
involve catching fireflies, exploring 
the neighborhood woods, making 
mudpies and just having a good 
time running around outside. Our 
neighborhood is beautiful. Teach your 
kids to appreciate it!



Fall 2012

If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org

Restaurant Review
by Kisha Lee

Neighbors who were fortunate 
enough to get a reservation at Pour 
House Dallas’ (“PhD”) free friends 
and family preview night got a real 
treat. PhD’s co-owner, Eric Tschetter, 
who lives in East Kessler, opened the 
original Pour House in Ft. Worth about 
13 years ago.  We’re now fortunate 
enough to have a local version of 
their popular bar right here in our 
backyard.

PhD is located in the former Luckie’s 
Smokehouse space at the corner of 
West Davis and Clinton. The main 
dining room features two giant flat-
screen TVs on each wall. The outside 
patio also has multiple TVs perfect for 
watching sports now that the weather 
has cooled off.

The menu can be seen at phdallas.
com and features standard sports 
bar items such as chips and salsa, 
slider baskets, nachos and wings in 
your choice of three different sauces, 
as well as salads, sandwiches and 
burgers. Although the menu items are 
standard, there is nothing standard 
about the taste, which is many times 
better than any typical bar food I’ve 
ever had.  

When you get an opportunity to check 
out PhD, be sure to try the wings. Our 
favorite was the Pour House Wings 
tossed in teriyaki sauce.  

Until PhD’s liquor license is approved, 
they are B.Y.O.B. Right now, they’re 
open seven days a week for lunch  
and dinner.

Support your local business!

Meet the new WHNA Vice President, 
Jeff Fahrenholz 
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights?

My wife, Anne, and I moved here in 
January 2008. It’s still a little bizarre for 
me to hear from some people who feel 
I’ve lived here “a while.” I guess it’s all 
relative because I know many people 
who measure their time here  
in decades. 

What’s your favorite thing about 
living in Winnetka Heights?

The people. Everyone has a different 
reason for picking Winnetka Heights 
over other parts of Dallas or Oak 
Cliff. And yet somehow most of us 
are excited to live in a neighborhood 
where residents know and care about 
their neighbors. 

What made you decide to come on 
board?

I had previously been involved on 
the board as Communications Chair,  
so when the Nominating Committee 
approached me about taking the VP 
role, I decided it was a good way to get 
involved again.

What kind of goals would you like 
to accomplish in your new role?

I would like to get a lot more attention 
from the city on code issues. Many of 
the problems in the neighborhood 
can be traced back to lax code 
enforcement allowing situations to get 
out of control.

What are you most excited about 
this year?

I’m most excited about the pace of new 
people moving into the neighborhood, 
and to see how that energy can be 
harnessed into existing projects or 
into entirely new things that we’ve not 
thought about yet. 

What are your hobbies? 

I spend a fair amount of my free time 
running. I’ve done the White Rock 
marathon twice as well as several half 
marathons. I also brew beer. I got into it 
almost 6 years ago and have made too 
many variations to name at this point. 
I’m really excited about Four Corners 
opening up in West Dallas and that the 
Dallas craft beer scene in general is 
growing so rapidly.

Gardening 101
by Jamie Laws

With the dog days of summer coming 
to a close, we are entering my 
favorite time of year to garden — fall.  

Now is the time to apply an all-
purpose, organic fertilizer to your 
lawn, trees, shrubs and perennial 
beds. One of the many benefits of 
using an organic fertilizer is that 
you can apply the same product to 
everything!  

You may also want to aerate your 
lawn at this time. If you want a 
green lawn all winter, you should also 
overseed your turf grass with fescue, 
winter rye or Kentucky blue grass. 
When it heats up again in late spring, 
these grasses burn off just as your 
turf grass is coming out of dormancy.

Fall is also the best time to plant 
most perennials. Perennials planted 
in the fall have the chance to develop 
their root system before they are 
subjected to our hot Texas summers. 
By the time things get really hot in 
July, your fall planted perennial will 
almost be a year old and much better 
prepared than a plant that was just 
planted in the spring.

For annual color that will last through 
our coldest days, pansies and violas 
are cheerful low maintenance 
plants that look great until late 
spring. Just feed them with some 
blood meal to keep them happy and 
producing blooms.

If you would like to grow vegetables, 
now is a great time to plant lettuce, 
collards, kale, radish, carrots and 
more! 

So get out there and enjoy the 
beautiful fall weather. Happy 
gardening!
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Winnetka Heights
Real Estate Report

Crystal Gonzalez

As I continue to deepen my roots in our wonderful historic neighborhood, I continually strive to protect 
and enhance the value of our special collection of historic homes.  I have the proven knowledge and expertise 
needed in this ever-changing real estate market to guide you through your home buying or selling needs.  
Should you have any interest in learning more about current values on your home or the neighborhood, 
please feel free to call me. 

Neighborhood Snapshot

-      Under Contract - 2 homes are currently   
       under contract priced from $229,000 to      
       $278,500. 

-      Sales - 16 homes have sold since April 1, 
       2012.

-      Availability - As of September 15th there 
       are 13 homes currently on the market in 
       Winnetka Heights priced from $139,900 to 
       $350,000.

125 S. Clinton Ave:        $139,900•	
619 S. Clinton Ave:        $199,900•	
110 N Edgefield Ave:        $199,900•	
335 S. Edgefield Ave:       $215,860•	
110 S. Montclair Ave:        $219,000•	
416 S. Winnetka Ave:        $235,000•	
419 N Edgefield Ave:        $239,000•	
317 S. Montclair Ave:        $265,000•	
330 S. Montclair Ave:        $299,000•	
217 S. Windomere Ave:     $309,500•	
314 N. Clinton Ave:        $315,000•	
200 N. Windomere Ave:    $349,000•	
327 S. Edgefield Ave:        $350,000•	

SOLD SOLD

Historic Home Specialist
214.642.9630
cgonzalez@davidgriffin.com

SOLD SALE PENDING

AVAILABLE LEASE AVAILABLE

By Your Neighborhood Realtor

MY LISTINGS!
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If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org

Green Acre
by Petrine Abrahams

In June, I defined “green 
infrastructure” as a managed network 
of natural and open spaces for human 
benefit. In this installment of Green 
Acre, I present a fuller explanation 
and another concept: ecosystem 
functions.  

Green infrastructure is not 
synonymous with “green space.” 
While the concept of green 
infrastructure includes green spaces, 
parks, recreational fields and 
the like, the emphasis is on the 
importance of open and green space 
as parts of interconnected systems 
that are protected and managed for 
ecological and human benefit.

These benefits are collectively known 
as ecosystem functions. A healthy 
ecosystem provides humans with 
myriad benefits including clean air 

and water.

Other ecosystem functions include 
reduction of urban heat islands 
and protection against the loss of 
habitat and native species of plants 
and animals. Protected wetlands 
provide habitat; filter pollutants; act 
as natural basins; replenish ground 
water; stabilize shorelines, sediment 
and nutrient retention; provide climate 
mitigation and water purification. 

Trees provide shade, habitat and 
carbon sequestration by filtering air 
pollutants. Storm water management, 
so vital in urban areas, reduces the 
potential of flooding by protecting 
green spaces that help reduce water 
speed and allow time for water 
absorption. As storm water run-off 
percolates through the soil, it can 
be “polished” or cleaned, before it 
reaches storm sewers that lead to our 

rivers and streams. 

By protecting and managing our 
natural resources such as farms, 
forests and other working lands, we 
allow them to function as intended 
and save communities millions of 
dollars in flood mitigation and water 
purification. 

Next time: what can we as 
homeowners do? 

Please join me in sharing your 
thoughts, ideas and suggestions by 
emailing me at 
parks@winnetkaheights.org.
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Cutest Pets in Winnetka Heights

Neighborhood Recipe
by Liz Kline

Tortilla Soup

Ingredients:

1 rotisserie chicken from the 
supermarket, deboned with meat 
shredded 

Extra virgin olive oil 

Kosher salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

2 cups chopped onions 

1 cup chopped celery 

2 cups chopped carrots 

4 large cloves garlic, chopped 

2.5 quarts chicken stock 

1 (28-ounce) can whole tomatoes in 
puree, crushed 

2 to 4 jalapeno peppers, deseeded (if 
you prefer mild) and minced 

1 teaspoon ground cumin 

1 teaspoon ground coriander seed 

1/4 to 1/2-cup chopped fresh cilantro 
leaves, optional 

6 (6-inch) fresh white corn tortillas 

For serving: sliced avocado, sour 
cream, grated cheddar cheese and 
broken tortilla chips

Directions:

Heat 3 tablespoons of olive oil in a 
large pot or Dutch oven. 

Add the onions, celery, and carrots 
and cook over medium-low heat for 
10 minutes, or until the onions start to 
brown. 

Add the garlic and cook for 30 
seconds. 

Add the chicken stock, tomatoes 
with their puree, jalapenos, cumin, 
coriander, 1 tablespoon salt 
(depending on the saltiness of the 
chicken stock), 1 teaspoon pepper, 
and the cilantro, if using.

Cut the tortillas in half, then cut them 
crosswise into half-inch strips and 
add to the soup. Let them simmer.

Bring the soup to a boil, then lower 
the heat and simmer for 25 minutes. 
Add the shredded chicken and 
season to taste. 

Serve the soup hot topped with sliced 
avocado, a dollop of sour cream, 
grated cheddar cheese and broken 
tortilla chips. 

Local Volunteer 
Opportunities
Lend a hand during the Winnetka 
Heights Holiday Home Tour: You 
can help with activities at Turner 
House and sit on porches to greet 
guests at home tour houses. If 
you’d like to help, contact Home 
Tour Chairman Chris Barker at 
hometour@winnetkaheights.org.

E-mentor a student: Be a positive 
role model to a Dallas high school 
student from the comfort of your 
home, office or anywhere. Join the 
Dallas Bar Association and Dallas 
Association of Young Lawyers and 
volunteer a few minutes each week 
to mentor to a D.I.S.D. high school 
student via email. Just a little bit of 
your time can make a huge impact on 
local teen. Sign up at dbamentor.
org.

 

Have a green thumb? Volunteer 
with Friends of Oak Cliff Parks on 
Saturdays at Keist Memorial Garden 
or once a month at Kidd Springs, 
Lake Cliff or Founders Parks. For 
more information contact Barbara 
Barbee at (214) 331-4758 or 
brbrb303@aol.com.

Teach adult ESL: VMLC’s mission 
is to improve English literacy levels 
among non-English speaking 
families by providing programs in 
communication and life skills. This 
includes helping people understand, 
read, write and speak English. They 
provide free educational programs 
for about 1,000 adults and 200 
children in Dallas. If you would like 
to volunteer at the West Dallas 
Campus, contact Barbara Johnson 
at bjohnson@vmlc.org.

If you know of any volunteer 
opportunities you’d like to share, 
please email communications@
winnetkaheights.org.

Boo

Max Romo

Ruby


