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Falling in Love with Winnetka Heights All Over Again 
By Harriet Boorhem 
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Turner House has been an integral part 
of Winnetka Heights since it was 
built a century ago. The house and the 
neighborhood have marched through 
the years together, fates intertwined. 

In 1912, East Texas oilman J. P. Blake 
built Turner House, a fine example of 
Modified Prairie Foursquare 
architecture, for $55,000.  

The home and grounds were sold to 
Rowena Benton Ramsey, and then to 
Monta R. Ferguson in 1923, who 
divided the property and owned the 
home and carriage house during the 
Depression. During the early part of 
WWII, like many Winnetka Heights 
homes, it served as a boarding house. 

Continued on page 3 
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Spring has sprung in the Heights! 
Everywhere I look, I see blossoms —
 red bud trees, pear trees, jonquils 
and touches of wisteria are 
beginning to show. The grass is 
turning green and robins are 
singing. My yellow jasmine is 
bursting and my Japanese maple is 
putting on her new spring dress!   

I love spring. I just seem to breathe 
and relax easier. The warm breezes 
soothe me, and the surprise pop of 
new flowers is so much fun. I can’t 
wait for the azaleas. I make trips all 
over Oak Cliff and Dallas where I 
know they’ll be, in anticipation of 
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their glory.  

I walk my 100-lb. golden retriever 
around our neighborhood a lot, so 
I’ve covered pretty much every 
square inch of Winnetka Heights 
during many springs. But I must 
say that this spring, I’ve fallen in 
love with our neighborhood all 
over again. 

There’s just something about the 
combination of glorious spring 
blossoms against our beautiful 
old homes that evokes feelings of 
nostalgia and longing. I half 
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In 1942, when Foly B. White 
purchased and subdivided the 
property, the western parcel of 
the estate and the carriage house 
were sold. In 1948, the Oak Cliff 
Lutheran Church bought the main 
house to use as their place of 
worship. In 1957, the Oak Cliff 
Society of Fine Arts became the 
new owners and conservators of 
the main house and grounds.  

In 2002, the property was given 
the new name Turner House in 
honor of the founder of the Oak 
Cliff Society of Fine Arts, Mrs. E.P. 
Turner. The Society is committed 
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A letter from the Lee Ruiz, President of WHNA 

Meet the WHNA Board of Directors 
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It’s been an exciting few months in 
Winnetka Heights! In December, 
Chair Chris Barker, a terrific 
committee and our six generous 
homeowners delivered a very 
successful Holiday Home Tour.   

In February, the Winnetka Heights 
entry won first place in the Mardi 
Gras Oak Cliff parade. Both these 
events reminded folks from all over 
Dallas that our neighborhood is the 
place to be. The best comment on the 
Internet after the parade? “Winnetka 
Heights. That is where I want to 
live!” 

We also came together as a 

If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact Jeff Jones at whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org 
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neighborhood to request changes to 
the apartment project being built on 
Rosemont at Davis. As a result, the 
building facing Winnetka Heights 
will be in greater harmony with our 
existing structures. We also 
successfully argued that an 
application for a CA to enclose a 
front porch should be denied. Our 
code compliance efforts and 
awareness program continue to 
protect the commitment that we 
have made to the historic district.   

Remember that there’s still a small 
amount of money left in our 
Walkable Winnetka program, 
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which provides resident 
homeowners matching grant 
money for sidewalk repair. If you 
have a missing, impassable or 
hazardous sidewalk, let us know.   

We look forward to meeting all of 
our new neighbors at Night in the 
Heights, StreetFest or just on our 
porches drinking coffee or a glass 
of wine.  

But we do need your help. Contact 
a board member if you would like 
to work on one of our committees 
or run for office at our annual 
meeting to be held on Tuesday, 
June 12 at Turner House. 

President Lee Ruiz whpresident@winnetkaheights.org 

Vice President Michele Colbert vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org 
Treasurer Jeff Kaczmarczyk treasurer@winnetkaheights.org 

Secretary Kirk Kirksey secretary@winnetkaheights.org 

Past President Kyle Ward pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org 

Code Awareness Mike Walker code@winnetkaheights.org 

Communications Chris White communications@winnetkaheights.org 

Community Development Anne Hagan community@winnetkaheights.org 

Crime Watch Russ Aikman crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org 

Membership Crystal Gonzalez membership@winnetkaheights.org 

Finance Jack Hagler finance@winnetkaheights.org 
Home Tour Chris Barker hometour@winnetkaheights.org 
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 “We are fortunate to have 

this beautiful home as a 

reminder of Oak Cliff’s 

early 20th Century 

splendor.” 

-Scott Chase, 
Board Chairman 

Local Volunteer Opportunities 
 iBike Rosemont encourages 

school-aged children to stay active 
and gain independence. Volunteers 
are needed to help keep the event 
safe for everyone. 

Monday, April 9 – Friday, April 13, 
7:15-8:15 a.m., and during the finale 
ride to Eno’s Pizza Tavern on 
Friday, April 13, 3-4 p.m.  
Contact Jenni Stolarski at 
jennisto@yahoo.com. 

 

Cliff Temple Baptist Church 
Community Garden is open to the  
public. Mentorship and a “hand up” are 
provided to families working to achieve 
food security. Needs include seeds and 
service. 

Contact Wesley Keyes at 214.942.8601 
ext. 315 or wes@clifftemple.org. 

 

Reading Partners is a literacy 
non-profit organization whose 
mission is to help children 
become lifelong readers. 
They’re looking for volunteers 
to provide reading tutoring 45 
minutes a week at Roger Q. 
Mills Elementary in Oak Cliff. 
They provide all training and 
curriculum and no experience 
is necessary. 

Contact Ashley Richard at 
214.980.8232 or 
arichard@readingpartners.org.  

If you have local volunteer suggestions, 
feel free to email them to Chris White at 
copybychris@gmail.com. 
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to “preserving the beauty and 
elegance of the home’s 
structure for the benefit of 
Oak Cliff neighborhoods 
and the Dallas community.”  

Winnetka Heights is honored 
to dedicate Night in The 
Heights 2012 to the Turner 
House Centennial 
Celebration. The funds raised 
from Night in The Heights will 
be used kick off the building 
restoration campaign.  

Find the enclosed invitations 
and buy your passports now 
for this progressive cocktail 
party that celebrates the food, 
drink and culture of three 
different countries. We’re also 
selling raffle tickets for a bevy 
of incredible items including 
dinner for four with wine 
pairings at The Mansion at 
Turtle Creek PLUS a two-
room, one-night stay at the 
hotel; four VIP tickets to The 
Kessler Theater with a $50 
food and beverage tab for any 
upcoming show; a wine 
basket and more!  
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This year’s countries include: 
Cuba, a paradise island 
locked in time. Many things on 
the island have changed over 
time, but much has remains as 
though time stands still. Come 
enjoy a night in Havana, circa 
1959. Vintage cars, casinos, the 
mambo and the delicious 
cuisine!   

Tahiti, the jewel of French 
Polynesia and the South 
Seas. Enjoy a brief respite from 
the rigors of daily life, tropical 
drink in hand, as the island 
breeze gently carries the 
sounds of paradise to you. Soon 
enough you will be saying, 
“Aita pe’ape’a!” 

5

United Kingdom, where we will tip our 
hats to Queen Elizabeth in the year of her 
Diamond Jubilee and take a trip through 
the fog to the ‘80s and ‘90s London club 
scene. Come sip some Pimm’s, sing along 
to Rule Britannia and dance the night away! 
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We had a great turnout at the last 
CA101! A total of 22 residents 
showed up to hear a presentation 
from Theresa O’Donnell, Director 
of Sustainable Development and 
Neva Dean, Planning Manager of 
Historic Preservation for the City 
of Dallas. Many thanks to Edwin 
Cabaniss and The Kessler Theater 
for letting us use their meeting 
room! 

At CA101, we learned about the 
importance of the historic district 
ordinance, the difference 
between routine and standard 
CAs, and how to take full 
advantage of the tax incentive 
program. 

CA101: Following the Codes Continued from front page 
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Stay tuned for future classes! We’re 
working on Code 101: Reporting 
Code Violations and History 101: 
Researching the History of Your 
Home.  

If you have an idea for a future class 
topic, please contact Mike Walker, 
Code Chair at 
code@winnetkaheights.org.  

CA101 — Did you know? 
It’s actually easier to ask permission 
than to ask for forgiveness. When in 
doubt, city staff is there to 
help. Contact Carolyn Horner at  
214-670-5825 or 
carolyn.horner@dallascityhall.com. 
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expect to see ladies in long dresses 
with their parasols promenading 
down Montclair, young mothers 
pushing oversized prams of old, or 
lovers decked out in their Sunday 
best walking arm-in-arm.    

Spring is about new beginnings. But 
this year, for me, it seems to be 
about remembering. Remembering 
why I moved to Winnetka Heights 
24 years ago, why I love old 
houses and how hard it would be to 
leave if ever I chose to do so.  I 
don’t know of many other places 
where homes have the generations 
of stories that ours do. Nothing 
comes close to the beauty of 
Winnetka Heights all dressed up in 
her spring splendor! 

Have a great spring and I’ll see 
you on my promenades! 

 



 

 

Maybe it was all the glitter and sequins, the 
plethora of polyester or the perfectly 
choreographed flash mob hustle. Whatever it 
was, the smokin’ mojo of Boogie Nights in 
Winnetka Heights won our neighborhood 
Best Entry of the 2012 Mardi Gras Oak 
Cliff Parade!  

A big thank you goes to Edwin Cabaniss and 
The Kessler Theater for sponsoring the float, 
and everyone who donated beads, 
decorated the float and participated in the 
parade. Laissez les bons temps rouler and 
we’ll see you next year! 

 

Mardi Gras Recap 
 

This year's Street Fest will be held during the 
afternoon of Sunday, May 20 on the lawns of Turner 
House. Bring the kids, eat a hamburger, veggie 
burger or hotdog and get to know your neighbors at 
this FREE family-friendly event. Mark your 
calendars now and stay tuned for more details 
coming soon!   

 

Street Fest is coming soon! 
 

Terri Merrick and Chris Walters Sandi Adams and Lee Ruiz 

Julie and Rob Giacobe 
Crystal and Fernando Gonzalez 

Chris Barker, Oscar Brown and 
Mike Walker 

Patrick Ramirez
Owner

Patrick’s Windows
Professional Window Cleaning

972.400.0118

PatricksWindows@hotmail.com

4.5 JIMMY LAFAVE & SLAID CLEAVES
4.6 SINGAPORE SLINGERS & KRISTY KRUGER
4.7 THE RELATIVES & BOBBY PATTERSON
4.12  ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO & DOUG BURR
4.13 MARCIA BALL & SHINYRIBS
4.15 KINA GRANNIS
4.21  KARLA BONOFF & SARA HICKMAN
4.26  KHAIRA AND HER BAND & YELLS AT EELS
4.27  JUNIOR BROWN & GUY FORSYTH
5.3  DEL CASTILLO AND MARIACHI QUETZAL
5.4 BETO Y LOS FAIRLANES
5.5 LOCO GRINGOS
5.11 REBIRTH BRASS BAND
5.12 ANDERS OSBORNE
5.18 PAUL THORNE CD RELEASE
5.25 DAVID GARZA & DAN DYER
6.2 UNKNOWN HINSON
6.9 BRAVE COMBO
6.29  BILLY JOE SHAVER
6.30  THE GOURDS & GARY MYRICK

ART MUSIC FILM



Huxley

Trixie Sunset

Lily
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New to the Neighborhood:  
Parks Committee 
 

June Annual 
Membership Meeting  

Gardening in Winnetka Heights 
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Howdy to my Winnetka Heights 
neighbors! I’m a ten-year WH 
resident and co-owner of Repotted, 
the organic garden center on 
Davis. This installment of our 
garden column will focus on native 
and adaptive plants in our North 
Texas landscapes. 

We live in what is known as the 
Texas Blackland Prairie. Only 
about 1% of the original 19,400 
square feet remains today. We can 
help restore this by planting 
native plants in our yards. This 
supports native wildlife, reduces 
the need for supplemental water 

NOCUPP is a neighborhood police patrol 
staffed by Dallas PD officers. Help fight 
crime in Winnetka Heights and renew your 
2012 Spring-Summer subscription today at 
northoakcliffpatrol.org. 

 

Mark your calendars for the Annual 
Meeting of WHNA on Tuesday, June 
12 at 7:00 p.m. at Turner House when 
we elect new association officers. As 
required by the association bylaws, the 
WHNA Executive Committee has 
appointed a Nominating Committee 
consisting of Rob Romano (Past 
President), Jack Hagler (current B.O.D. 
member) and Sandi Adams (member 
at-large). Officer nominations will 
open soon.   

Renew your 
NOCUPP Dues 
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As some of you may already know, 
WHNA President Lee Ruiz asked 
me to chair the newly formed 
Parks Committee. Having lived 
in Oak Cliff all of my adult life, I 
was delighted to be asked and 
honored to serve.  

Winnetka Heights’ green spaces 
may be small and comprised of 
“left-over” spaces, but this makes 
them no less important to the 
neighborhood and visitors alike, 
including our four-legged and 
winged friends!   

We currently have three public 
spaces: Heights Garden at 
Seventh and Rosemont; Stemmons 
Plaza where Jefferson, Tenth and 
Windomere meet; and the green 
space on Jefferson, near Clinton. 
These spaces present the 
neighborhood with significant 
opportunities. 

Heights Garden is Winnetka 
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Height’s northwestern gateway into 
the neighborhood. Stemmons Plaza 
is larger and is a more traditional 
green space for neighborhood 
gatherings. And the space along 
Jefferson near Clinton is a park area 
that has served as the base for our 
reforestation efforts and 
community yard sales. 

In addition to our three established 
park areas, the median along the 
Jefferson/Twelfth Street Connector 
is our southeastern gateway into the 
neighborhood. While we may look 
back in dismay over its creation 
and the divide it created in the 
neighborhood, today it presents us 
with the chance to reinvent how 
we use that space.  

As momentum continues to grow to 
give pedestrians and cyclists equal, 
if not greater, use over the 
automobile in the public realm, this 
is a great time to think, “What if?”   

By Jamie Laws 

By Petrine M. Abrahams 
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and fertilizer, and creates a low 
maintenance garden for all to enjoy.   

If you’re looking for a dramatic 
blooming, shade-loving shrub with 
four seasons of interest, try Oakleaf 
hydrangea. It tolerates dry soil and 
blooms best in hot climates. It can be 
used as an accent plant, or 
naturalized in a shrub border. 

Another great choice for sun-to-light 
shade is Agarita, a low maintenance, 
drought-tolerant, evergreen shrub 
that’s hardy to 15 degrees. The 
fragrant yellow flowers can be 
enjoyed from February through 
April.  
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Autumn Sage is full-sun plant that is 
very drought-tolerant. Once established, 
it shouldn’t be fertilized. It comes in 
many colors, but butterflies seem to 
prefer the brightly colored blooms to the 
white. It’s evergreen, disease-and-pest-
free, and it blooms from spring until 
frost, plus attracts hummingbirds and 
butterflies in droves. What’s not to love? 

I encourage you to explore the world of 
native and adaptive plants, and then 
plant a few in your landscape. Before 
pursuing a landscape project, please 
read the Winnetka Heights Ordinance 
and make sure to obtain a Certificate of 
Appropriateness as necessary. Happy 
Gardening! 
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DIANE SHERMAN KNOWS 
WINNETKA HEIGHTS

…from the birth of the Historic District to the restoration and preservation of home 
after home!  For hundreds of buyers and sellers, Diane has opened doors to 

understanding these distinctive homes and their individual histories. 

Winnetka Heights IS unique and Diane brings her unique perspective to this market. 
She is a key advocate for the survival of this neighborhood.  She passionately 

communicates why the neighborhood has thrived, and is keenly aware of 
investment values. 

Let Diane show you the Winnetka Heights she knows. 
It’s more than wood, brick and mortar. You will see it and you’ll know it as well.

Diane Sherman . Vice President . David Gri!n & Co Realtors 
 Preservation Dallas Advanced Historic House Specialist

469-767-1823 . dsherman@davidgri!n.com




