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What’s a Little Rain Between Friends? 
by Dana Centola 

Despite the cold temperatures 
and occasional drops, our 
neighbors kept warm Sunday, 
March 2 with a costume party. 

Maybe they were supposed 
to be sporting the finest float 
to ever roll down Davis, but 
instead, with the strongest will 
to party in all of Oak Cliff, they 
made sure Nova finally got the 
dance floor the ‘hood had been 
craving. 

With humorous and impressive 
costumes alike and a little fancy 
float work, the Krewe finally 
made its way down Davis to 
Bishop Arts… because a little 
rain wasn’t going to keep us 
from our three-peat (officially 

tie-ing with the pirates of 
Tradewinds Social Club). 

If you were lucky, you got to 
see them a second time when 
the unofficially rescheduled 
parade took place the following 
Tuesday. 

Thanks to everyone who 
participated and worked on 
the float! 

June Membership 
Meeting
Mark your calendars for the 
Annual Meeting of the WHNA 
on Tuesday, June 10 at 7:00 
p.m. at Turner House, 401 
North Rosemont Avenue. 
when we elect new association 
officers. As required by 
the association bylaws, the 
WHNA Board of Directors 
has appointed a Nominating 
Committee consisting of Lee 
Ruiz (Past President), Michele 
Colbert (current board 
member) and Jack Hagler 
(member at-large). Officer 
nominations will open soon.

Save the Date 
for Night in The 
Heights: May 10
Night In the Heights, one of 
the biggest parties of the year 
in Winnetka Heights, is our 
signature spring event that 
celebrates the food, drink 
and culture of three different 
countries. This year, it’s 
scheduled for Saturday, May 
10. Passports and raffle tickets 
will go on sale soon, so keep 
an eye on your inbox, 75208.
org and the Facebook page for 
more information! 

Crime Watch  
Info Session
The next Winnetka Heights 
Crime Watch Information 
Session will be on Tuesday, 
April 22 at 7 p.m. at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont 
Avenue. It will feature guest 
speaker Council Member 
Scott Griggs. He plans to 
bring a senior member of the 
Dallas Police Department to 
the meeting to participate 
in the Q&A session. Crime 
Watch Chairman Russ Aikman 
will open the session with a 
briefing on recent crime in 
Winnetka Heights.    
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Letter from the WHNA President Jeff Fahrenholz
As we welcome spring into 
the neighborhood and look 
forward to months of enjoyable 
outdoor weather, it’s fitting that 
our neighbors will greet the 
new season with a finalized 
proposal for a park expansion 
in the neighborhood. 

After many months of meetings, 
proposals and counter-
proposals, Rosemont Plaza 
is finally ready for Landmark 
submission. 

For those who don’t know, 
Rosemont Plaza is a public park 
space that will complement the 
existing Heights Garden at 7th 

Street between North Rosemont 
Avenue and North Montclair 
Avenue. 

There were times along the 
way that many people probably 
wondered how adding an 
amenity to the neighborhood 
could come with so many 
hurdles, but in the end the 
process worked. 

The final proposal is the 
product of many people, 
but above all, the adjacent 
neighbors are to be 
commended for their 
involvement in the many 
meetings that produced it. 

We all want to live one or two 
blocks from public park space, 
but the reality of having them 
next door is another matter 
entirely. Balancing that reality 
is important to remember as 
we grow. In the end, we will 
get a park space that will be 
functional, while at the same 
time fitting, with the character 
and scale of the neighborhood. 

For those who are interested in 
seeing the final proposal, the 
Task Force will meet on April 
9 at 5:30 p.m. at the Oak 
Cliff Chamber of Commerce 
office, 1001 North Bishop 
Avenue.

Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Jeff Fahrenholz  whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Fernando Gonzalez vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Meredith Stegall treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Marijane Michael secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Lee Ruiz  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Mike Walker  code@winnetkaheights.org

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Patrick Lynch  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Michele Colbert hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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Local Volunteer Opportunities
by Liz Ziegler

Methodist Dallas isn’t just 
a hospital that serves our 
community, but also a place 
to provide a friendly face and 
support when a person or their 
loved one is sick. Volunteers do 
everything from greet people at 
the door, to work in the hospital 
gift shop to staff information 
desk and answer calls. If 
you’re interested, check out 
methodisthealthsystem.
org/volunteer or call 
214.947.2975.

At Dallas Area Habitat for 
Humanity, you can get involved 
with constructing homes for 
deserving families in the DFW 
Metroplex. You’ll work hammer-
in-hand with the prospective 

homeowner in all phases of 
construction, from raising the 
roof to painting the front door. 
To volunteer, email Kawanise 
at kmims@dallas-habitat.
org.

The Oak Cliff Film Festival 
returns to our neighborhood 
June 19-22. The annual festival 
brings filmmakers from across 
the country to Oak Cliff for a 
weekend of film screenings 
and related events. Volunteers 
are needed to assist with all 
aspects of the festival from 
pre-production to festival 
assistance. To participate 
in this fun Oak Cliff event, 
email info@filmoakcliff.com.  

Oak Cliff Film 
Festival Couch 
Network
The third annual Oak Cliff Film 
Festival is coming up on June 
19-22. OCFF will once again 
be bringing filmmakers to Oak 
Cliff for a long weekend of 
movies, panels, parties and 
more! 

This year, they’re reaching 
out to our neighbors in 
Winnetka Heights to help 
them host some of the 
filmmakers in exchange for 
VIP festival badges. If you 
have a couch, spare bed or 
guestroom you’d be willing 
to share, or if you have any 
questions, please contact 
the festival coordinator, 
Mary Katherine, at info@
filmoakcliff.com by May 1.

35mm

MARCH 29 - APRIL 4 MARCH 30

Renew your 
NOCUPP dues
NOCUPP is a neighborhood 
police patrol staffed by Dallas 
Police Department officers. 
Help fight crime in Winnetka 
Heights! To subscribe or 
renew your subscription, 
visit northoakcliffpatrol.org 
today.

April 
Neighborhood 
Happy Hour
The next neighborhood happy 
hour will be on Thursday, 
April 3 from 6-9 p.m. at Bar 
Belmont at the Belmont Hotel, 
901 Forth Worth Avenue. We 
hope to see everyone there!
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Code 101
by Mike Walker

The City of Dallas offers 
tax exemptions to property 
owners completing 
rehabilitation projects to 
historic properties. Under the 
program, Winnetka Heights 
qualifies as “Revitalizing 
Historic Districts.” 

Tax exemptions apply to 
city property taxes only 
(not Dallas County or DISD 
taxes). Qualified expenditures 
include labor and materials 
for interior or exterior repair 
or replacement of features 
that help preserve a structure 
(roofing, windows, carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, etc., and 
replacing fixtures such as sinks, 
bath tubs and toilets). 

Expenditures must total 25% of 

the Improvement Value of the 
property as listed on the DCAD 
website. If you qualify, 100% of 
City Taxes are exempted for a 
period of 10 years.

For more information, contact 
the Historic Preservation 
Division at 214.670.4209 or 
email questions to code@
winnetkaheights.org. You can 
also check the City’s website at 
dallascityhall.com

Crystal Gonzalez 

T  214.642.9630

F  214.889.1075

crystal@dallasluxerealty.com

I have buyers... call me!
Specializing in comprehensive real estate solutions for 
buyers, sellers, investors, and developers in Oak Cliff.

2626 COLE AVE. STE. 125 | DALLAS, TX 75204

DALLASLUXEREALTY.COM | T 214.642.9630

Walkable 
Winnetka
In partnership with the 
City of Dallas, with support 
from the OOCLC, Walkable 
Winnetka has helped fund the 
replacement of more than 
22% of sidewalks in need of 
repair. If you would like more 
information on Walkable 
Winnetka or need assistance 
assessing your sidewalk, 
please send an email to 
walkable@winnetkaheights.
org.
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w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g
CO-WORK    

OAK CLIFF
24/7 ACCESS 

DESKS/OFFICES
MEETING SPACE 

COFFEE BAR  
WI-FI & HDTV 

PRINTERS, ETC...
COOP@THEKESSLER.ORG  

469-364-6833
THEKESSLERCO-OP.COM

MEMBERSHIPS STARTING AT JUST $135/MO.

3/30  DAVE BARNES with Andy Davis - matinee &evening shows
4/3  KATIE HERZIG with Tiger Darrow and Amy Stroup
4/4  DEL CASTILLO with Mariachi Quetzal
4/5  JAMES MCMURTRY with Owen Temple
4/11  LOS LOBOS with Lily & Madeleine – early & late shows
4/12  BEAUSOLEIL avec Michael Doucet
4/17  UNCLE LUCIUS with Wood and Wire
4/18  BILLY JOE SHAVER with The Black Lillies
4/19  SPRING SWING BURLESQUE REVUE
4/23  KRISTIAN BUSH of Sugarland
4/24  JUB JAM 2014
4/25  MONTE MONTGOMERY with MilkDrive
4/27  LES NUBIANS
4/30  THE ZOMBIES with Hollis Brown
5/1  THE ZOMBIES with Hollis Brown
5/2  TIEMPO LIBRE
5/3  OVER THE RHINE with Lucy Wainwright Roche
5/4  FLAMIN’ GROOVIES with The Hickoids
5/6  An Evening with JESSE COOK
5/7  TOMMY CASTRO & THE PAINKILLERS with Bobby Mack
5/8  JUSTIN CURRIE
5/9  BOB SCHNEIDER – early & late shows
5/10  BRUCE ROBISON & KELLY WILLIS
5/14  JOHN FULLBRIGHT with Chuck Cannon
5/15  HAL KETCHUM with Daphne Willis
5/16  JOAN OSBORNE
5/17  REBIRTH BRASS BAND
5/23  JOHNETTE NAPOLITANO
5/30  WILLIAM FITZSIMMONS with Leif Vollebekk

Gray Gardens
by Kërsten Gray

It’s that time of year! Nothing makes 
summer feel more like summer than 
homegrown, sun-ripened tomatoes, 
and spring is the best time to get those 
planted. Fortunately for us, tomatoes are 
one of the easier plants to grow if you 
don’t have much experience. And as long 
as they’re warm and get enough light, 
they can be grown in all sizes of spaces. 
In fact, if you have a planter and an 
area that gets six hours of full sunshine, 
tomatoes can be yours!

You’ll only need a few things to get 
started. First, grab a five-gallon pot that’s 
around 12-inches deep, ideally plastic 
or fiberglass design. Next, compost from 
your local garden store. While tomatoes 
are resilient and not picky when it comes 
to compost, I prefer to use a mix of 
compost and organic materials. Finally, 
you’ll need your seedlings. I’ve found that 
bush (determinate) tomatoes grow best 
in these small containers, because they 
don’t need added support. My favorite 
varieties are Scarlet Champion, Oregon 
Spring, New Big Dwarf and the Patio 
Princess, all of which are available as 
seedlings locally, and can also be found 
organic and non-GMO. 

Once you’ve checked to make sure that 
your planter has holes in the bottom to 
release extra water, fill the planter with 
compost, dig a hole in the middle, and 
then plant your seedlings up to the small 
hairs near the base of the stem. Water 
vigorously. Once you start to see flowers, 
you can begin to feed your plants once 
a week with a liquid fertilizer, and when 
the tomatoes start to form, you can up the 
feeding to twice a week. 

I’m looking forward to hearing about 
all of your planting and can’t wait to 
taste to all of the fresh salsas and sauces 
in Winnetka Heights this summer!
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101 N. Montclair Avenue   |   $929,000 New Listing

Diane Sherman
Vice President - 469.767.1823 
dsherman@davidgriffin.com

Like many of the older single family homes in our 
neighborhood this home was divided into multiple units.  
Thankfully, in 2004, architect Paul and 
artist-wife Cindy Maute bought it and devoted the 
past decade to returning it to its origin as one of the most 
glorious residences in Winnetka Heights. 

It’s time for the Mautes to make new memories in 
Philadelphia and we will wish them well, while we 
remain ever grateful for their amazing efforts devoted to 
making Winnetka Heights a better place to live.

Taking “neighborhood specialist” 
to a whole new level!
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Crime Prevention 
Tips
by Russ Aikman 

At the Crime Watch Information 
Session on January 28, an 
attendee asked our guest 
speaker, Dallas Police 
Department Deputy Chief 
Santos Cadena, what we could 
do to minimize the risk of 
burglary in Winnetka Heights. 

He said it was all about target 
hardening. Deputy Chief 
Cadena said the goal was to 
make your house appear to be 
so difficult to burglarize that an 
intruder would choose to go 
somewhere else.  

Here’s a list of target hardening 
strategies from the DPD:

• Install a home security 
system.

• Get a dog.

• Have solid exterior doors 
on the house and garage with 
deadbolt locks, a minimum of 
3-inch screws in door strike-
plates, and peepholes and/or 
windows.

• Install locks on sliding doors.

• Trim shrubs and trees 
away from the foundation and 
windows.

• Keep valuables out of view of 
windows in both the house and 
the garage.

Need help in identifying 
whether your house is at 
risk for a burglary? The 
Dallas Police Department 
offers a free home security 
survey. For more information, 
contact the Crime Watch 
Committee at crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org. 

Cheesesteak 
House brings a 
taste of Philly to 
Oak Cliff
by Patrick Lynch

Set in a small strip center 
on Davis Street just west 
of Winnetka Heights, 
Cheesesteak House 
is offering up savory 
sandwiches for a taste of 
Philly right here in the Cliff. 
The unpretentious space sits 
in a former Mexican restaurant 
and provides a change of pace 
from the plethora of taco and 
torta stands typically found in 
the area. 

The cheesesteaks on offer 
at Cheesesteak House are 
served on a soft hoagie roll 
with thin sliced beef and 
Swiss cheese. While it’s not 
the authentic whiz favored by 
the Philly establishment, the 
mellow Swiss cheese nicely 
compliments the tender meat 
and provides cohesion to 
the sandwich. There are four 
sauces offered at each table, 
including a special house 
sauce that delivers just the 
right amount of sweet and heat.

As a compliment to their 
mighty sandwiches, 
Cheesesteak House offers 
house-made fries that are 
well-seasoned and provide 
plenty of crunch. The menu 
also includes burgers, chicken 
sandwiches and alternative 
takes on the standard 
cheesesteak.  

If you’re looking for a quick, 
inexpensive meal in the 
neighborhood, but want to 
get out of your taco rut, give 
Cheesesteak House a shot.  
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Spring Tips for 
Pets
By Fran Gaconnier

Like changing the batteries on 
the smoke detector, there are 
a few pet-related things you 
should routinely check on in 
the spring.

Fleas and heartworms: 
Warmer temperatures will 
bring back the fleas and 
mosquitoes seemingly 
overnight. If you’ve stopped 
your pet’s flea treatment 
or heartwork preventative, 
now’s a good time to restart, 
Heartworms are passed to 
dogs through mosquitos. 
Because the Oak Cliff 
mosquito population has a 
high incidence of heartworms, 
we recommend year-round 
heartworm preventative.

Fencing: As you start to 
spruce up the yard, you’ll also 
want to make sure your pet is 
safe and secure in your yard. 
Walk your fence and check for 
loose boards, spaces and gaps 
at the bottom of the fence, and 
also check latches and locks. 

Tags and Collar: Spring 
brings unpredictable weather 
that can blow fences open. 
Make sure your pet’s collars 
are in good condition and that 
they have tags printed with 
your current phone number. 
People are more likely to stop 
and help a pet with a collar 
and tags. If you haven’t already, 
spring is also a great time to 
microchip your pet. 

Dogs are more active in spring, 
so get out there and enjoy the 
beautiful spring days with your 
pets. For the full article, visit 
gypsydogops.com

Bogey

Lola Jane

Charlie

Walter and Millie

Cutest Pets in Winnetka Heights
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Meet the WHNA 
Finance Chairman 
Patrick Lynch
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights?
We moved in right after we got 
married in October 2011, so 
we’ve been here about two and 
a half years. 

What’s your favorite 
thing about living in our 
neighborhood?
It’s sense of place. The 
people, history, architecture 
and natural beauty give 
you a feeling that you’re far 
removed from the city in a 
spot lost to time. It’s a unique 
area of Dallas and we love 
the community and history it 
offers.

What made you decide to run 
for Finance Chairman?
Haha. Well, our fair treasurer is 
a good friend and she asked if 
I would help out.

What kind of goals would you 
like to accomplish in your 
new role?
The primary role of the 
finance committee is to make 
sure the WHNA is spending 
money on things that are most 
important and beneficial to 
the membership. To that end, 
my goals are to ensure the 
budgeting process is targeted 
at the right priorities before 
coming before the board and 
then the entire membership for 
a vote.

What are you most excited 
about this year in the 
Heights?
The recent announcement 
about the ownership change 

Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

and development potential 
of the Cannon Village at 
Edgefield Avenue and Davis 
Street. It’s a constant topic of 
conversation with friends and 
neighbors, and I’m excited to 
have some new options just up 
the street!  

What do you do for fun? 
I really enjoy getting out on 
my bike and reading. I just 
finished the most recent Game 
of Thrones book, so now I’m left 
waiting for George Martin to 
churn out the last few. Oh, and 
food. So. Much. Food.

What’s your favorite off-the-
beaten-path thing to do in 
Oak Cliff?
I really like riding my bike 
down along the levees. It’s a 
bit of a hidden world down 
there, where you feel like 
you’re miles away from the 

city, but then you look up and 
there’s the skyline just over the 
northern bank. That’s going to 
change soon, though, as the 
city is paving trails down along 
the river and encouraging 
more people to enjoy the 
Trinity. I think it’s a good 
change, as the river has been 
an overlooked natural resource 
for too long.

Out and about in  
Winneka Heights
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Green Living in 
Winnetka Heights
by Teri Merrick

Earth Day 2014 is just around 
the corner, set for April 22. 
There are events scheduled 
all over Dallas during the 
month of April. Mark your 
calendar for Oak Cliff’s Earth 
Day celebration on Saturday, 
April 12 in Lake Cliff Park. 
Visit oakcliffearthday.com 
for more info.

There are plenty of ways you 
can make every day Earth Day. 
Improve your own small part 
of the planet by considering 
these suggestions for spring-
cleaning, garden preparation 
and home improvements.

• Purchase non-toxic 
cleaning products. Use 
natural fiber sponges and 
cleaning agents that are 
biodegradable, phosphate-
free, chlorine-free and 
unscented.

• Reduce paper use. Use rags 
instead of paper towels and 
cloth napkins instead of paper 
ones. Buy post-consumer 
recycled paper and recycle it 
when you’ve used it.

• Refurbish responsibly. Use 
water-based or vegetable-
based paints, stains and 
varnishes. Don’t wash paint 
thinners, household cleaners, 
oil or pesticides down the 
drain or pour them on the 
ground. Instead, use them up, 
give leftovers to friends or 
a charity or dispose at your 
local toxic waste disposal 
center.

• Repair instead of replace. 
Reupholster furniture and 
resole your shoes.

Where  tiny incisions
are a huge relief.

Where

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. The physicians on the Methodist Health System medical staff are independent 
practitioners who are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System, Methodist Dallas Medical Center, or any affiliated hospital.

MethodistHealthSystem.org/daVinci

Where life shines bright.SM

• Replace disposable goods 
with renewable ones. Buy 
rechargeable batteries and use 
dishes instead of paper plates.

• Plant for the planet. 
Strengthen your garden’s 
resistance to pests by planting 
resilient plants, by rotating the 
fruits and vegetables you plant, 
and by attracting friendly bugs 
to prey on the pesky ones.
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Green Acre
by Petrine M. Abrahams, MLA

As I drove through DeSoto and 
Cedar Hill recently, I observed 
large tracts of farmland 
sprouting new suburban 
developments. If fields, green 
belts, riparian corridors, 
wetlands, parks and trails 
provide habitat for humans, 
flora and fauna alike, what 
effect do we have on existing 
native flora and fauna when 
we build in areas considered 
greenfields?

Greenfields are typically 
former agricultural lands and 
greenbelts that are converted 
to single-family homes and 
other suburban developments. 
Infill development is the 
redevelopment of tracts of 
underutilized land in existing 
communities. It’s proven 
to be a useful tool, but 
unfortunately, it isn’t enough. 

As habitats shrink, populations 
of native species become 
isolated. Restricted within 
artificial borders of highways 
and streets, small mammals 
in particular have smaller 
and smaller gene pools from 
which to draw in addition 
to shrinking food sources. 
They’re further endangered 
when they attempt to extend 
their range to forage for food 
and mates, and instead collide 
with vehicles. 

Our population in the sixteen 
counties of North Texas is 
approximately 6.5 million. 
The North Central Texas 
Council of Governments 
(NCTCOG) projects the 
population in the region will 
reach 9.5 million by 2030. 

Where will everyone live? How 

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

and who will we decide which 
areas need to be protected 
for our benefit and that of our 
children’s? 

These are complex issues 
that NCTCOG, the Urban 
Land Institute and The 
University of Texas at Arlington 
examined beginning in 2005 
(Vision North Texas). These 
organizations along with 
interested stakeholders looked 
at transportation/mobility, air 
quality, water quality/quantity, 
development patterns, energy 
use, and green infrastructure. 

As I wondered where the 
assortment of displaced 
small mammals and other 
native species would go, 
I was glad to know there 
are organizations that are 
working to increase our 
knowledge of the importance 
of local ecosystems. Other 

organizations such as the 
Native Plant Society of 
Texas, the North Texas 
Master Naturalist and Master 
Gardener programs, the 
Trinity River Audubon 
Center, Dogwood Canyon, 
and the Twelve Hills Nature 
Preserve include missions 
to educate the public who 
then serve in the community. 
These organizations provide 
opportunities for each of us to 
have our voices heard about 
what is important to us and our 
children.
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The Unoffical 2014 Mardi Gras 
Photos by Daylon Walton


