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Winnetka Heights Dazzles at  
Mardi Gras Again 
by Lee Ruiz

Davis Street was transformed 
into the yellow brick road as 
over 100 Winnetka Heights 
neighbors took revelers on a 
grand trip to OZ for the Oak 
Cliff Mardi Gras Parade on 
February 15.

The spectacular entry of two 
colorful floats, street puppetry, 
highly detailed costumes, music, 
choreography and confetti 
cannons earned Winnetka 
Heights its third straight 
“Grand Champion” award 
from the parade judges.

Winnetka Heights neighbors 
worked for weeks on the 
floats and costumes. The float 
builds and costume making 
sessions were as much fun 
as the parade as long-time 
residents and newcomers to 
the neighborhood enjoyed 
getting to know each other and 
celebrating the special charm 

of our neighborhood. This was 
just as Mardi Gras Chairman 
Steve Bossay intended when he 
chose the theme because “just 
like Oz, Winnetka Heights is a 
magical and diverse place with 
many strange but wonderful 
creatures residing in it.”

Steve was joined in organizing 
the entry by Candace Bossay, 
who acted as the entry’s 
business manager, buyer, 
seamstress, bartender, and 
lead flying monkey, all while 
just having chaired our very 
successful Holiday Home Tour! 

Rob Romano successfully 
recruited over a hundred 
volunteers to make the 
entry come to life. Chris 
Watts managed much of the 
costuming, social media 
communications and was a 
terrific lead Wicked Witch. And 
the star of the show was Artistic 

continued on page 8
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Letter from the President, Michele Colbert
When I was in graduate school, 
a family psychology professor 
taught us “No sibling is born 
into the same family.” As the 
youngest of three, I was very 
confused. My family had 
always consisted of my parents 
and two older brothers. But the 
same cannot be said for my 
brothers and the concept really 
intrigued me at the time. 

I love Winnetka Heights 
and it definitely pulls at me in 
many of the same ways that 
family does. The other day, it 
occurred to me that the adage 
my professor shared with 

me can be said of Winnetka 
Heights. No new neighbor that 
moves in moves into the same 
neighborhood.

There’s something truly 
unique and special about 
Winnetka Heights and yet each 
one of us changes it by our 
presence and involvement. 

I hear new neighbors voice 
concerns about crime or 
gunshots, and older neighbors 
sound completely exasperated 
that new families are moving 
here with children and no 
appreciation for the history or 
architecture.

We also say that the only 
constant is change. I guess 
that’s a corollary to what I 
learned long ago. 

So with all of this change going 
on around us, what are we to 
do about it? Winnetka Heights 
is never going to be the same 
neighborhood that you moved 
into as long as others follow 
after you. 

So I would just ask, regardless 
of what “family” you were 
born into, we’re still “family” 
and let’s try to respect and 
understand each other as such.

Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Michele Colbert whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Patrick Lynch   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Barry Binder  secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Jeff Fahrenholz  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org

     Christopher  

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Candace Bossay hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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THURSDAY APRIL 2 AT 9PM • SUNDAY APRIL 5 AT 5PM

CITIZEN KANE 

@GreenPetDallas

GreenPetDallas

M: closed
T-F: 11a-8p
Sat: 10a-8p
Sun: 12-5p

315 N Bishop
Dallas
75208

call us: 214.942.6042
email us: info@greenpetdallas.com
www.greenpetdallas.com

*Free delivery Tu-Fri only. Orders must be received by 5p.

Walkable 
Winnetka can help 
fix your sidewalk
Are you a resident owner with 
a damaged sidewalk you’d 
like repaired? If so, send 
your inquiry to walkable@
winnetkaheights.org to 
see if you are eligible for a 
neighborhood grant towards 
the repair.

Local Volunteer Opportunities
The Night in The Heights 
committee is looking for 
volunteers to help out on the 
night of the event. If you’re 
interested in helping out, contact 
Dana Centola at centola@
gmail.com or Liz Ziegler at 
elizabethziegler@gmail.com.

The Winnetka Heights 
Communications Committee 
is looking for volunteers to take 
photos at special events, write 
newsletter content and deliver 
newsletters. If you’re interested 
in helping out, email Chris 
White at communications@
winnetkaheights.org.

Spring has Sprung! Jump into YOU!
Become a priority in your life…

Elisabeth White’s REDISCOVER YOUR CLOSET!
For the price of a dress you’ll discover a whole new wardrobe!

Two Hours $150 
(reg. $170)

Call 214-908-0868 
www.rediscoveryourcloset.co
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Next Crime 
Watch Info 
Session set for 
April 21
The second Winnetka Heights 
Crime Watch Information 
Session of the year will be on 
Tuesday, April 21 at 7 p.m. 
at Turner House, 401 North 
Rosemont.  

This Crime Watch Info 
Session will feature Council 
Member Scott Griggs.  

He plans to bring a senior 
member of the Dallas Police 
Department to participate in 
the Q&A session.  

Crime Watch Chairman Russ 
Aikman will open the session 
with a briefing on recent 
crime in Winnetka Heights.      

Crime Watch Tips 
for Spring
by Russ Aikman 

At the Crime Watch 
Information Session held in 
January our guest speaker was 
Deputy Chief Santos Cadena 
of the Southwest Division of 
the Dallas Police Department.  
During his talk he was asked 
what can be done to minimize 
the risk of burglary in 
Winnetka Heights? 

His answer: It’s all about 
Target Hardening. Deputy 
Chief Cadena went on to say 
the goal is to make a house 
difficult for a burglar to break 
in to, so he will choose to go 
elsewhere.  

Here is a list of Target 
Hardening strategies:

• Install a home security 
system

• Get a dog

• Trim shrubs and trees away 
from foundation 

• Clear your alley of weeds, 
shrubs, and debris 

• Keep valuables out of view of 
windows (house & garage)

See something, Say something! 

If you see something 
suspicious, call 911 and report 
it. On multiple occasions in 
Winnetka Heights, a neighbor 
calling 911 has resulted in the 
arrest of a criminal.

Need help in identifying 
whether your house is at 
risk of a burglary? The 
Dallas Police Department 
offers a free Home Security 
Survey. For more information 
contact the Crime Watch 
Committee at crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org. 

Renew your 
NOCUPP dues
Just a reminder: it’s time to join 
or renew your subscription to 
NOCUPP. The Spring-Summer 
subscription period begins 
on May 1. Watch for details 
in the mail in April or visit 
northoakcliffpatrol.org.

	  

dallassecurityalarm.com	  

	  “Oak	  Cliff’s	  #1	  Security	  Company”	  

Residential	  and	  Commercial	  Security	  Systems	  

Call	  469.213.1055	  or	  email	  John@dallassecurityalarm.com	  

to	  receive	  your	  FREE	  home	  security	  system.	  	  

	  

	  

June Membership 
Meeting
Mark your calendars for the 
Annual Meeting of WHNA on 
Tuesday, June 2 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Turner House when we elect 
new association officers. As 
required by the association 
bylaws, the WHNA Board 
of Directors has appointed 
a Nominating Committee 
consisting of Rob Romano 
(Past President), Anne Hagan 
(current board member) and 
Marijane Michael (member 
at-large). Officer nominations 
will open soon.

April Happy Hour
The next neighborhood happy 
hour will be Thursday, April 
2 at PhD at 1300 West Davis 
Street from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Enjoy $4 pints, plus plenty of 
delicious food to choose from, 
all within walking distance of 
your home. 

We hope to see everyone 
there!
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Green 101
by Teri Merrick

Spring is in the air! And 
despite the harsh and 
somewhat miserable winter 
we’ve endured, the hot, dry 
summer will be upon us 
soon. To foster a garden and 
lawn that can both withstand 
the heat and compliment 
the aesthetic of your lovely 
home, now is the time to start 
prepping. 

Here are some tips and 
opportunities for taking care of 
your landscape:

• Clean up your flower beds 
now. Cut back the old dead 
growth of last year’s plants.

• Create a composting area. 
You can purchase a ready-
made compost bin or build 
your own near your garden 
using spare wood. Make sure 
you have a good mixture of 
grass clippings, vegetable 
peelings, paper and woody 
prunings. You’ll also need to 
turn the compost each month 
to keep it aerated.

• Order summer flowering 
bulbs and seeds. These wet 
and windy days when you are 
stuck inside is the perfect time 
to order your flowers.

For a great chance to purchase 
summer plants, plus get 
tips and ideas from master 
gardeners, plant experts, or 
irrigation specialists visit a 
2015 Water Conservation 
Plant Sale during the month 
of April. For more information 
on fair locations, visit 
txsmartscape.com/events/
plantsale.asp today. The 
plant fairs will even include 
free hands-on gardening 
workshops for kids ages 5-12.

Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

	  

Jonathan	  Hunnicutt,	  Holistic	  Math	  Tutor	  

626.643-‐6700	  

jdhunnicutt@gmail.com	  

holisticmathtutoring.com	  

“Math	  shouldn’t	  get	  in	  the	  way	  of	  anyone’s	  dreams.”	  

I	  look	  for	  issues	  related	  to	  test	  anxiety,	  ADD,	  	  
self-‐esteem,	  diet,	  sleep	  and	  study	  habits,	  and	  	  
then	  coach	  the	  student	  to	  make	  changes.	  

Holistic	  Tutoring	  =	  Math	  +	  Coaching	  =	  Better	  Results	  
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Dallas Grilled Cheese Company Offers  
Nostalgia by the Bite
by Patrick Lynch

In a corner of Bishop Arts 
formerly occupied by the 
Winnetka Heights-based 
Book Doctor, Dallas Grilled 
Cheese Company is serving 
up nostalgic, budget-conscious 
sandwiches in a family-friendly 
environment. 

The classic grilled cheese 
sandwich is the main attraction 
here with its simple white 
bread and American cheese 
combination offering a return to 
childhood for just three bucks. 

If you like something a little 
more sophisticated, but 
retaining the gooey grilled 
cheese charm, go for the 

“JK’s Favorite” with American, 
cheddar, and Gruyere cheeses 
on grilled sourdough. 

As a traditional compliment 
to the grilled cheese there 
are two versions of tomato 
soup on the menu, including 
the classic Campbell’s or the 
Rustic Tomato Basil. With other 
options like the “Two-Pork 
and Cheese” served on grilled 
sourdough with bacon and 
ham, to the Caprese sandwich 
featuring a house-made basil 
pesto, Dallas Grilled Cheese 
Company has offerings to 
please any palate. There are 
non-sandwich selections too, 
with salads, a cheese board, 
charcuterie, and even chicken 

wings filling out the menu.

In addition to its many savory 
treats, the restaurant also 
offers a full bar with unique 
concoctions like the Root Beer 
Whip with vanilla vodka, house-
made root beer and whipped 
cream or the Cinnamon Girl 
with infused cinnamon whiskey 
and muddled pineapple. 

There are roughly 20 beers 
on tap, including many of the 
local staples along with more 
traditional offerings. The space 
offers a comfy respite from the 
busy Bishop Arts district and 
a decent sized patio for the 
spring dining season ahead.



Spring 2015

If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org

w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g

4.3    CHOMSKY, THE DEATHRAY DAVIES & SEALION
4.4   DO214 PRESENTS: THE QUAKER CITY NIGHT HAWKS, THE CUSH & CALHOUN
4.7   DENGUE FEVER WITH ATASH
4.8   SLAID CLEAVES (EARLY) WITH DARLINGSIDE AFTERSHOW
4.9   TYRONE WELLS WITH DOMINIC BALLI & EMILY HEARN
4.10  MARCIA BALL WITH SHELLEY KING
4.11  PROMISE HOUSE PROM SQUARED
4.15  THE ENGLISH BEAT
4.16/17  JAKE SHIMABUKURO WITH TOBY LIGHTMAN
4.18  RAWLINS GILLILAND DETENTION HALL: 70 YEARS OF POOR CONDUCT
4.19  EWAN DOBSON
4.20  JOHN MORELAND WITH BONNIE WHITMORE (LOBBY SHOW)
4.23  THE TICKET PRESENTS JUBJAM 2015
4.24/25  RAY WYLIE HUBBARD WITH RONNIE FAUSS
4.27  LA SANTA CECILIA
4.30  ERIC NADEL’S B-DAY BENEFIT WITH JIMMY LAFAVE & EMILY ELBERT
5.1  BOB SCHNEIDER (EARLY & LATE SHOWS)
5.6/7  LEE ANN WOMACK
5.8  WILL HOGE
5.14  HOWIE DAY WITH OLIVIA MILLERSCHIN
5.15  THE BRIGHT LIGHT SOCIAL HOUR
5.16  CAS HALEY AND PETER BRADLEY ADAMS
5.17  GRIFFIN HOUSE
5.22  ALEJANDRO ESCOVEDO DUO WITH CARRIE RODRIGUEZ
5.23/24  KEB’ MO’
5.29  RADNEY FOSTER
6.7  ACTIVE CHILD
6.12  BETH HART
6.14  LIZ LONGLEY AND MAX GOMEZ
6.15  WILLIAM FITZSIMMONS WITH DENISON WITMER
6.18  SHINYRIBS
6.20  KXT PRESENTS DELTA RAE

Neighborhood 
Recipe
by Liz Ziegler

Sparkling Grapefruit 
Sangria

1 750 mL bottle Riesling

1 750 mL bottle Prosecco (or a 
dry champagne)

1 cup grapefruit juice

1/2 cup simple syrup 
(combine equal parts sugar 
and water, bring to a boil, lets 
sugar dissolve and cool) 

1/2 cup club soda

1 1/2 cups sliced strawberries

1 grapefruit, cut into chunks/
slices

Directions: 
Place fruit in a large pitcher 
then combine remaining 
ingredients and pour on top. 
Refrigerate an hour or so 
before serving.

Code 101
Robbie and Joe Christopher 
are our new Code Chairs. 
They moved into Winnetka 
Heights in 1982, just after 
our neighborhood was given 
historical designation. 

Robbie has held a number 
of board positions, including 
task force, Secretary and 
President. 

Joe has volunteered for many 
things in Oak Cliff, including 
heading up the Arts Festival 
that the OOCCL did in 
conjunction with the fall home 
tour for several years. 

If you have any code-related 
questions, contact them at 
code@winnetkaheights.org
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continued from cover

Director Todd Fisher, whose 
creative (and ambitious) vision 
was realized by the untold 
number of hours of work he 
put into the floats and puppets, 
along with and the sheer force 
of his creativity, ingenuity and 
will. Bravo!

Winnetka Heights told the story 
of the Wizard of Oz, beginning 
in black in white, with street 
puppet tornado surrounded 
by flying cows and WHNA 
President Michele Colbert 
peddling around as Miss Gulch.

An enormous bluebird 
flying over a thirty foot long 
rainbow then took the crowd 
to Munchkinland, where the 
first float featured the colorful 
residents of Munchkinland 
sitting under and around 
colorful flowers and a hand-
made Munchkin village 

residence.

Next came the various residents 
of Oz and its environs: good 
witches and bad witches, flying 
monkeys, Winkies, magic trees 
and the green clad residents of 
the Emerald City.  

Multiple Dorothys, lions, 
scarecrows and tin men 
marched down the parade route 
to the delight of children of all 
ages.  The costumes ranged 
from the traditional looks of 
the film, to remarkable re-
imaginations of the characters 
in the steam-punk style.

The stunning Emerald City 
float, accompanied by Oz 
theme music, closed the entry 
in dramatic style with the Steve 
Bossay himself presiding over 
the entry as the gatekeeper to 
all of the magic.

In addition to the scores of 

neighbors that volunteered 
their time, tools, material and 
glitter to create our version 
of OZ, the Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
would like to thank Go Oak Cliff 
for putting on such a wonderful 
parade and weekend festival, 
Methodist Dallas Medical 
Center and the Kessler Theater 
(long-time Winnetka Heights 
Mardi Gras Sponsors) for the 
contributions, North Oak Cliff 
Beer and Wine for allowing us 
to use their warehouse space 
for the float builds and ABC 
Party Headquarters on Davis 
Street for again letting use their 
space to organize and tear 
down the floats.  

We could not have done it 
without all of you!

SOLD

Senior Vice President, David Griffin & Company Realtors

101 North Montclair Ave., Dallas, SOLD

R E A LT O R S
T O P  2 5
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Green Acre
by Petrine M. Abrahams, 
MLA

Currently, I am designing a 
two-acre park for the City 
of Kennedale. The land sits 
in the most unlikeliest of 
places. 

It is contiguous to a railroad 
track and a buried gas 
line. And yet, it is a viable 
location for active bird 
watching and educational 
opportunities on native 
prairie plants. The challenge 
is to protect all parties, 
human and otherwise. 

The site is located near 
modest neighborhoods 
within walking distance of 
the City’s downtown. Like all 
of north Texas, Kennedale 
is preparing for increased 
population growth. 

As north Texas continues to 
expand at an accelerated 
rate, citizens are demanding 
and receiving amenities 
such as pedestrian and bike 
trails that link together parks 
and lakes. 

A recent high-profile 
example of this is the new 
bridge that will soon cross 
over Central Expressway 
at Mockingbird Lane. It will 
link the Katy Trail in Uptown 
to White Rock Creek Lake 
in east Dallas for a total of 
seventeen protected miles. 

Local governments have now 
seen the wisdom of creating 
walkable, pedestrian-
oriented developments and 
neighborhoods. 

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

The rallying cry has been 
that we want to “live, work 
and play” within and/or near 
our communities. 

Fortunately, for those of us 
living in north Oak Cliff 
this has been the vision all 
along.

With the pending 
completion of Rosemont 
Plaza it’s possible to 
envision a future tree-lined, 
pedestrian trail that will 
extend to the Bishops Art 
District. 

The challenge as always will 
be to protect all parties, 
human and otherwise. 
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Oreo

Pet Tips for the 
Spring
by Fran Gaconnier

Spring brings a unique set of 
joys and challenges for pet 
owners. Keep these tips in 
mind as you start to enjoy the 
beautiful, albeit manic, Texas 
spring weather.

Be prepared for severe 
weather. There’s an old Texas 
saying, “If you don’t like the 
weather, just wait a minute.” 
You should have a sheltering 
and a disaster preparedness 
plan that includes your pets.  
The SPCA and the Red Cross 
both have great plans for 
disaster preparedness for 
your pets. The Red Cross even 
makes a printable check list. 

Tags and Collar. Make sure 
your pet’s collar is in good 
condition and that they have 
tags with your phone number. 
If a dog gets out, people are 
more likely to stop and help a 
dog with a collar and tags. If 
you haven’t already, now is a 
great time to microchip your 
dog. 

Walk your fence. Many dogs 
get scared and get loose 
during spring storms.  After 
any big spring storm, walk 
your fence and check for loose 
boards, spaces, and gaps at 
the bottom of the fence. Check 
latches and locks too.  Make 
sure your dog has a dog house 
or a place they can go to feel 
safe if an unexpected storm 
blows in while you are not 
home.

Easter is a high holiday for 
animal emergencies.  Keep an 
eye on the candy as chocolate 
and Xylitol are highly toxic to 
dogs. Easter also brings the 

Cutest Pets in 
Winnetka Heights

annual Pooch Parade run by 
our neighbors and Petropolitan 
owners Chris and Todd. Be 
sure to check it out Easter 
Sunday at its new location at 
the Deep Ellum Bark Park. 
Registration starts at 11:00 am/ 
parade at 12:00. 

Enjoy the weather. Get 
outside! Hang out at a pet 
friendly patio in Oak Cliff or hit 
one of the many local trails like 
12 Hills, the Levee Trails, or the 
Cedar Ridge Preserve.

For links and more information 
visit GypsyDogOps.com Fox and Sal

Pluto

Tasha

Rudy

Adoptable Pets
Trapper is a big old teddy 
bear. He is part lab and 
part Oak Cliff Special. He 
is neutered, vaccinated, 
microchipped, crate-trained, 
house-trained, leash-trained, 
rides in the car, kid-friendly 
and Mom-approved. Trapper 
loves to hang out with his 
people, he likes other dogs 
his size and has fallen in love 
with our foster Rudy (if you 
need two dogs, that’s his BFF). 
He’s ready and waiting for 
his forever family — is it you? 
For more information, visit 
GypsyDogOps.com and click 
on “Adoptions” at the top of the 
page.

Meet Trapper!
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2015 Mardi Gras Parade
Thank you to Candace Bossay, Teri Merrick and 

Paul Muniz for sharing their photos!


