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Take a Tour of Night in the Heights 2013
Night in the Heights 
is an annual 
progressive cocktail 
party where three 
Winnetka Heights 
homeowners 
generously open their 
homes and backyards 
to host 125 passport-
carrying neighbors 
and friends. Passport 
and raffle ticket 
sales raise funds to 
benefit neighborhood 
beautification. 

Each year partygoers 
enjoy international 
fare when each host 
selects a different 
country to savor the 
flavors of food and 
drink. 

The unseasonably 
balmy weather on 
Saturday evening, May 
18, set the mood at the 
first stop on the NiTH 
journey. 

After check-in for 
passport stamps, 
guests sauntered past 
the Greek columns 
and archway to be 
transported to ancient 
times. 

Hosts Joy and Kirk 
Kirksey, adorned in 
flowing white togas, 
welcomed guests to 
Greece with an offer of 
Ouzo lemonade, shots 
of the traditional Greek 
wine Retsina and other 
beverages. 

Guests dined on 
delicious moussaka, 
tzatziki sauce, hummus, 
warm pita wedges and 
various olive inspired 
appetizers catered by 
The Greek Café. 

The Oracle of Delphi 
was on hand to 
disclose the fates of 
those who ventured 
into her tent while 
others watched the 
performance of a 
Greek tragedy on 
stage. 

The weather gods 
smiled down on 
Winnetka as the 
evening breeze picked 
up, while the group  
continued on page 5

Yikes — Mice!
by Harriet Boorhem

The tell-tale scurrying of feet 
between the kitchen ceiling and 
second floor seemed louder and 
heavier than my mice experiences 
of the past. 

Even the dog, Tucker, went, “Huh?” 
cocking his ears and twisting his 
head toward the ceiling.  

“Oh, geez... Here we go again,” I 
thought to myself.  

Right about then, I heard a CLUNK 
somewhere in the wall, more 
scurrying feet, another CLUNK, 

and then more scurrying.  

“They must be playing football!” I 
said to no one in particular. 

Just as I spoke, my daughter Leslie 
yelled from the living room, “Mom! 
They’re BAAAACK!!!” No kidding.

Now, I’ve had mice before… I’ve 
even had them die in my wall. Isn’t 
that pleasant? So, I wasn’t too 
worried. But I also wasn’t too sure 
how I wanted to handle this.

The thought of traps snapping in 
the night was not appealing. And 
the thought of those sticky traps (I 

could just see the poor little mouse 
trying to unstick himself with no 
avail) was even less appealing.  

D-Con is untrustworthy because 
sometimes the mice don’t make it 
outside before they die, and then 
they stink up the house for weeks. 

Consequently, while ruminating on 
a solution, the mice moved in, had 
a field day, kept Tucker on his toes 
and me out of kitchen past 8:00 at 
night.

Finally, I called the pest control 

continued on page 3
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Letter from the new President of WHNA, Jeff Fahrenholz
I’d like to begin my first 
president’s letter by thanking the 
outgoing board members for 
all the work they’ve done over 
the past year, especially past 
president Lee Ruiz and outgoing 
treasurer Jeff Kaczmarczyk for 
their two years of service to the 
board and to the neighborhood. 
We have an abundance of people 
interested in improving the 
neighborhood.

The upcoming year (and beyond) 
will present many opportunities 
for the neighborhood, with 
challenges that will come 
alongside them. As many of you 
may have noticed, there is more 

attention being paid to North 
Oak Cliff than ever before. And 
as developers run out of space in 
and around Bishop Arts, they have 
naturally turned to places like 
West Davis Street that runs right 
through Winnetka Heights. 

The opportunities that come 
from this are inflows of money 
(public and private) that weren’t 
previously here to accomplish 
infrastructure improvements that 
will benefit us as neighbors. 

We have already seen the 
beginnings of this with Rosemont 
Plaza and the long-awaited 
permanent closing of the 7th Street 

Connector. 

But with these opportunities for 
change comes the responsibility 
to be active and vigilant about 
making sure we are involved in 
shaping the outcomes for these 
public spaces. 

As a board, we will be sure to 
keep you up to date on planning 
sessions, public meetings, and 
any other events related to the 
developments in the area. 

In return, we hope you will 
show up so that our voices 
and viewpoints can be heard 
and considered before major 
decisions are made. 

Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Jeff Fahrenholz  whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Fernando Gonzalez vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Meredith Stegall treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Marijane Michael secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Lee Ruiz  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Mike Walker  code@winnetkaheights.org

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Michele Colbert hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

Mice, continued from front page

folks we use at my agency — 
they deal with all kinds of wild 
critters — and out came Scott to 
investigate. After making a quick 
round, he came in laughing. “Uh, 
you may have mice, but you also 
have at least one RACCOON.”

 “Raccoon? How in the hell did it 
get in?” 

“There’s a vent in your attic that it 
comes in and out of. You’ve been 
hearing loud noises at night, 
right?”

“Uh, yeah.”

“Big clunks, shuffling and 
squeaking?”

“Uh… Yeah. I thought maybe it was 
just big mice?”

Then he showed me the back 
wooden gate, which had claw 
marks and mud all over it, along 
with the back window sill, which 
sported the same look.

“Didn’t you wonder what this 
was?”

“Not really. I’m not that observant.”

“That’s an understatement! Don’t 
know how you could have missed 
this.”

“Okay, okay. So, how do we get it 
OUT?”

“You don’t want to cage the 
raccoon because then it will die 
in your attic before I can get 
back out, and it will stink to high 
heaven!”

With that, he put an “electric 
fence” around the opening to 
teach it not to come in, and then 
sealed up all the holes around the 
foundation, in the columns, under 
the porch, etc. Oh, boy. He also set 
some traps for the mice.

As of this writing, all that has been 
done, and… Wait, what did I just 
hear?

Calling All Winos
by Barbara Ann Roy

Since Winnetka Heights earned 
historical protection in 1981, the 
association, board and neighbors 
have strategized ways to improve 
the quality of life in our little 
hamlet, as well as find ways to 
lower crime and build a sense of 
community. 

You don’t have to live here very 
long to see that with regular 
happy hours, the Mardi Gras 
parade, Night in The Heights, the 
Holiday Home Tour and StreetFest, 
we’re given many opportunities to 
join together and make Winnetka 
Heights such a wonderful place 
to live. 

To that end, Rob Romano asked 
me to consider organizing wine 
tastings for Winnetka Heights 
residents. This simple idea was 
born in the fall of 2006 and since 
that time a series of nearly 50 

soirées have been hosted in many 
of the lovely homes of Winnetka 
Heights. 

The premise is simple: a 
couple opens their home to 
neighbors that each bring a 
bottle of their favorite wine and a 
complementary food to share.  The 
evenings provide a wonderful 
opportunity for neighbors to 
get together and share not just 
food and wine but neighborly 
conversation and fun.  

If you live in Winnetka Heights, 
you’re already a wino, so just 
consider showing up and sharing 
your love of the grape, food and 
the neighborhood.

The tastings happen semi-
regularly from September to May. 
This past season we want to 

continued on page 4
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Where  tiny incisions
are a huge relief.

Where

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. The physicians on the Methodist Health System medical staff are independent 
practitioners who are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System, Methodist Dallas Medical Center, or any affiliated hospital.

MethodistHealthSystem.org/daVinci

Where life shines bright.SM

Winos, contined from page 3

acknowledge and thank Julie 
and Rob Giacobbe for hosting 
in September, Barbara Ann Roy 
and Pierre Lessard in October, 
Terry Loftis and Richard Bourland 
in November, Russ Aikman in 
January, Ray Switzer in February 
and Graciela Montani in March.  
Without neighbors offering 
their homes, these soirées 
would not be possible.

The neighborhood provides the 
glasses and measured pourers to 
facilitate the evening, and a sign-
in sheet for the evening so the 
wines can be sorted from apéritifs 
to white, to red to dessert wines. 

Generally the party starts at 7 
p.m. with a brief gathering time, 
the hosts provide a couple of 
bottles of warm up wine, a snack, 
as well as sparkling and regular 
water to cleanse the palette.

Neighbors introduce themselves, 
tell a little about the wine and 
food, and then we sip, snack 
and discuss before moving on to 
the next bottle. The evening is 
limited to 24 people and a good 
time is had by all.

If you’re interested in being 
a part of the fun, email me 
at b.a.roy@sbcglobal.net. I 
will add you to the Winos alert 
that’s sent out prior to the official 
postings. Be sure to check 
winnetkaheights.org and the 
WH group Facebook page too. 
And if you would like to host this 
fall in September, October or 
November, you may email me as 
well.

This is a wonderful way to stay 
connected with neighbors and 
learn more about this beautiful 
area in which we live. And even 
though it may sound intimidating, 
it’s really a casual evening where 

you can grab a wine out of your 
wine cellar or pick one up at 
Costco, you can make a wonderful 
culinary delight or grab 
something at Tom Thumb.

The point is to have fun, enjoy the 
neighborhood and meet new or 
stay connected with old friends. 
Please consider joining us!

Congratulations 
to our new 
officers
At the Annual Membership 
Meeting on June 11, members 
elected the 2013-2014 WHNA 
Officers. 

Congratulations to our new 
President Jeff Fahrenholz, 
new Vice President Fernando 
Gonzalez, new Treasurer 
Meredith Stegall, and to Marijane 
Michael who will return as 
Secretary.

August Happy 
Hour
The next happy hour will be on 
Thursday, August 1 from 6:00-
9:00 p.m. at PhD, 1300 W Davis.
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NiTH, continued from front

moved east from Greece to 
celebrate Turkey and its cuisine 
at the second stop of the evening 
— the law offices of Sherman & 
Yaquinto. 

Hosts Corky and Diane Sherman, 
and Petrine Abrahams and Rob 
Yaquinto served delicacies from 
Cafe Istanbul in Dallas which 
included hummus; acili-crushed 
tomates in spices; tabouleh; 
dolma-stuffed grape leaves; 
borek, which is homemade puffed 
pastry filled with spinach, onions 
and Turkish feta cheese; pita 
bread, home-made chips; and for 
dessert, Turkish delight. 

Turkish friends, Taner Ozdil and 
his sister, Hulya Ozdil helped the 
Shermans and Yaquintos prepare 
for the evening and also provided 
music, travel posters and video 
images of Turkey. 

As a bonus, Taner assisted with the 
serving of Raki, an unsweetened, 
anise-flavored aperitif typically 
served with Meze or tapas. Much 
like Pernod, Raki can be served 
straight or with a splash of water, 
which turns it milky-white in color. 

As the sun set on the lovely 
gardens, participants enjoyed 
their Turkish meal while sitting 
on the lawn under the stars. 

From there, the group traveled 
north over the Black Sea to Russia 
where Jeff and Ann Fahrenholz  
provided an ample supply of 
chilled Vodka. 

Partygoers had their choice of 
white Russians, Moscow mules, 
flavored shaved ice with vodka 
and Russian River Valley pinot. 

Along with drinks, guests were 
served potato and cheese pelmini 
and traditional Russian desserts of 
honey cakes and napoleon cakes. 

The signature Russian onion 
domes decorating the back yard 
were piñatas made by Winnetka’s 
own ABC Party store.

The much-anticipated raffle 
winners were announced while 
partygoers enjoyed the rest of 
evening. 

In an unanticipated surprise, 
Lee Ruiz presented Rob 
Romano the Ruth Chenowith 
Preservation Achievement 
Award. Rob was honored for 
his many contributions to the 
preservation and beautification of 
our neighborhood. 

We also have Rob to thank for 
starting Night in the Heights 
and continuing to chair the 
event since its inception. Since 
this popular event sells out 
earlier and earlier each year, Rob 
encourages everyone to get their 
tickets when first announced in 
2014. 

In appreciation for their 
wonderful donation to the 
neighborhood, and as thanks to 
the hosts for their very generous 
offer, on June 22 the NiTH 
committee, under the direction of 
amateur Chef Lee Ruiz, served 
the hosts a magnificent five-
star dinner, complete with a 
signature drink, The Edgefield, 
which was created especially for 
the evening. 

Hosts were also treated tableside 
to a live performance by 
vocalist Chris Barker. 

The gourmet menu included 
fresh foods from local Winnetka 
Heights gardens. 

Thank you again to Rob Romano, 
the NiTH committee, the hosts and 
all of the attendees. 

We hope to see you all again 
next year!

Check out more NiTH photos by 
Rachel Hoehn on the back cover!
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7/5     EXIT 380, BRANDON CALLIES 
       THE ORANGE
7/6     SCROTE: TALKING HEADS   
            “REMAIN IN THE LIGHT”
     RYAN BECKER does SPARKLEHORSE
7/12     JUNIOR BROWN MICAH P. HINSON
7/13     THE SINGAPORE SLINGERS
7/18     GARY LOURIS
7/19     MARCIA BALL
7/26     “HOTTER THAN HELL” BURLESQUE
7/27     LIVING COLOUR 
7/28     EMILY ELBERT CD RELEASE PARTY
       JACKIE BRISTOW
8/8     CRYSTAL BOWERSOX 
8/9     KTX PRESENTS OIL BOOM 
     FOXTROT UNIFORM, THE ROOMSOUNDS
8/10     CAROLYN WONDERLAND
      HUNTER HENDRICKSON
8/15     THE GRASCALS / RUBY JANE
8/16     DEADMAN / DAVID RAMIREZ
8/20     ADAM ZWIG
8/22     EDWIN MCCAIN ACOUSTIC TRIO
8/23    LOS LONELY BOYS
8/24     RADNEY FOSTER OWEN TEMPLE
9/5&6  RAY WYLIE HUBBARD

 

w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g
F O R  T H E  M O S T  U P  TO  DAT E  S H O W  L I S T I N G S  

CO-WORK    
OAK CLIFF

24/7 ACCESS 
DESKS/OFFICES
MEETING SPACE 

COFFEE BAR  
WI-FI & HDTV 

PRINTERS, ETC...
10% DISCOUNT FOR 
LEASES OF 6+ MOS.

COOP@THEKESSLER.ORG  
214-272-8346

THEKESSLERCO-OP.COM
MEMBERSHIPS STARTING AT JUST $135/MO.

Green Living in  
Winnetka Heights
by Teri Merrick

Happy summer! While one 
might expect summer to be the 
“greenest” time of year, we’re 
actually making our carbon 
footprints larger by blasting air 
conditioning, taking road trips 
and over-watering our lawns. 

Obviously, in the 100-degree heat 
of North Texas, we aren’t going to 
turn off the AC or forgo the cool 
and comfy car ride. But we can 
still reduce our footprints. 

Here are some easy ways to do 
so at home:

1. Turn up the temp during the 
day. While you’re away, set your 
thermostat 5 degrees higher. Your 
house will still be comfortable 
when you return, and you will 
save on energy bills.

2. Do laundry early in the 
morning or late in the evening 
to avoid running big appliances 
during the hottest time of the day.

3. Turn off the lights when you’re 
not using them or when you leave 
the room.

4. Use less water! Wash your 
car less often, buy climate-
appropriate plants that demand 
less watering, or consider drip 
irrigation to ensure your plants 
receive only what they need.

Enjoy your summer and stay 
cool!
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Code 101
by Mike Walker

Due to a recent staff departure 
in the Historic Preservation 
Department, it’s very important 
that all applications are complete 
by the filing deadline to avoid any 
potential delays. 

COMPLETE Certificate 
of Appropriateness (CA) 
Applications are due to the 
City Planning Department no 
later than 12:00 noon on the 
first Thursday of each month. 
This includes all plans, photos, 
supporting documentation, etc. 

Also, the review period for 
“Routine CAs” is now 7-10 days. 
This situation is only temporary, 
but please be patient during this 
staffing shortage. 

Keep an eye out for email updates 
and also check the Winnetka 

Heights Facebook page for 
announcements regarding the 
recent staffing changes at City 
Hall. 

 If you have any questions about 
any upcoming CA application, 
please contact the staff 
representative for Winnetka 
Heights, Mark Doty at mark.doty@
dallascityhall.com.  

As always, you can also contact 
the Code Awareness Chair, Mike 
Walker, at code@winnetkaheights.
org.  

Renew Your 
NOCUPP Dues
NOCUPP is a neighborhood 
police patrol staffed by Dallas 
PD officers. Help fight crime 
in Winnetka Heights and 
renew your 2013 summer 
subscription today at 
northoakcliffpatrol.org.

Crime Prevention Tips
by Russ Aikman 

Crime Prevention Tip 1:

Put your car keys beside your 
bed at night. If you hear a noise 
outside your home or someone 
trying to get in your house, just 
press the panic button for your car. 
The alarm will go off, and the horn 
will continue to sound until either 
you turn it off or the car battery 
dies. 

It’s just like a security alarm 
system that you probably 
already have and requires no 
installation. 

Test it. It works if you park in your 
driveway or garage. If your car 
alarm goes off when someone is 
trying to break into your house, 
odds are the criminal won’t stick 
around. 

And remember to carry your keys 
while walking to your car in a 
parking lot. The alarm can work 
the same way there. 

Crime Prevention Tip 2: 

Did you know the Crime Watch 
Committee has team members 
who will volunteer their time to 
install security lights, cameras or 
locks at your home? 

They’re experienced in such 
installations and will offer their 
expertise in helping to prevent 
crime at your house. In fact, they 
have already done so for two 
neighbors in Winnetka Heights. 

To learn more, email 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.
org. 

Thank you to Russ Aikman 
for hosting the Crime Watch 
Committee luncheon on 
Saturday, April 27. It was a 
way to show appreciate to the 
committee’s volunteers. The 
turnout was great, the food tasted 
delicious and everyone had a fun 
time!
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Restaurant Review
by Dana Centola

Tucked away behind Bishop Street 
Market, there’s a converted house 
with a walkup bar waiting to greet 
you. This is Waldron Lodge, the 
latest addition to the rotation in 
Bishop Arts. As the name suggests, 
attire is more come-as-you-are than 
fancy Friday night, but that doesn’t 
mean the food is slouchy. 

Glance at the menu and it’s clear 
that the owners who brought you 
Whitehall Exchange and Cretia’s 
intend more hunting lodge than 
après-ski with Le Cordon Bleu-
trained Chef Beau harkening to a 
veritable wilderness: bison, boar, 
rabbit, elk, and, for at least one 
neighbor out there, duck. 

On our recent visit we tried the 
pulled boar, chef’s salad and mac-
n-cheese. The boar was lean and 
tasty on it’s own, but with a small 

dollop of house-made barbecue 
sauce, friends will be making a 
return trip. The salad was well-
portioned and had enough yummy 
and exciting bits to make any 
vegetarian excited for this as their 
entrée. Every bite of the mac-n-
cheese tasted like little gruyere 
pillows topped with pancetta. 

However, the fried black eyed 
peas were the stars of the show. 
Served in a mason jar, it’s a whole 
other sort of game. Pour a handful 
of the crispy bits on your plate and 
you’ll be waiting your turn to go 
back for more. 

Other highlights of the menu bring 
out every bit of Texas flavor with 
pulled boar chilaquiles, honey 
chipotle grits (as a side item to the 
roasted quail), and elk sausage with 
pinto beans. 

Step inside and there are a few 

high-tops and another bar that 
runs the length of the house, but 
follow this outside and you’ll get 
a big treat. There’s a back patio 
and sand pit. Sand pit?!?! Yes, food 
with folly, soon a sand volleyball 
court and fire pits will shore up the 
back yard to make this one game 
experience you won’t soon forget. 
The back fence lining the sand 
yard showcases the eclectic beer 
selection behind the bar and the 
website promises cocktails that 
match the food. 

With all this, surely there’s a reason 
to try Waldron Lodge at least 
once, but in my opinion there are 
plenty of reasons to go back and 
potential to become the next go-to 
spot for a casual afternoon.

Waldorn Lodge

408 W 7th Street

CRYSTAL GONZALEZ
214.642.9630

cgonzalez@davidgriffin.com

The Luxe Realty Team

“Do you know someone who would like 
to become your neighbor?”

COURTNEY DUNN
214.384.9338
cdunn@davidgriffin.com

We offer results and a seamless 
experience for our clients as 

we help you achieve your home 
buying, selling, investing and 

leasing goals.

 www.dallasluxerealty.com

There’s no place like home, especially if you live in North Oak Cliff.  In some 
ways we are known to be a fashionable and more accessible area than 
our neighbors to the North, which makes it understandable why so many 
families are looking to join in on the movement.  The Summer market is 
officially upon us and there is no shortage of home buyers for this area.  If 
your family is continuing to grow or your children are fleeing the nest, you 
may ask yourself if it’s a good time to purchase a larger home or downsize.  
The answer is YES!  Now is a great time and it never hurts to explore what 
your home can sell for especially with Winnetka Heights being in such high 
demand. We truly love and understand our collection of special homes and 
with our expertise, we can help maximize the return on your investment.  
Call or email us today for a complimentary market analysis.

Sincerely,  

Crystal and Courtney

402 S. Montclair Ave.
3 Bed/2 Bath/Updated

$289,000

317 S. Montclair Ave.
3 Bed/2 Bath/Updated

$279,900

110 S. Montclair Ave.  
3 Bed/3 Bath 

$215,000 www.davidgriffin.com
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Meet the WHNA Community 
Development Chairwoman, Anne 
Hagan
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights?

Five years.

What’s your favorite thing about 
living in Winnetka Heights?

It’s a tie — the great neighbors and 
the porches that I get to hang out 
on with those neighbors. 

What made you decide to 
become the Community 
Development Chairwoman?

I wanted to get more involved in 
the neighborhood, the position 
was open, and it seemed to match 
up well with my existing interests/
profession (government and 
community stuff).  

What kind of goals would you 
like to accomplish in your role?

Finally get those urns up on 

Jefferson!

What are you most excited 
about this year?

I hope to see the hard work of 
many different neighbors continue 
to bear fruit in making Winnetka 
Heights the best neighborhood in 
the city!

What are your hobbies? 

Does reading count as a hobby? 
Seems like more of a basic skill, 
but I run much too infrequently 
for that to be counted as a hobby 
anymore...

Do you have any pets? 

We have a cat that adopted us after 
we moved into the neighborhood. 
She is mostly our cat, except when 
she decides not to be.  

Vice President    469.767.1823    dsherman@davidgriffin.com

Taking 
“neighborhood specialist” 

to a whole new level

This Summer: 
StreetFest
This year’s StreetFest celebration 
will be here before you know it! 
It will be held on the lawns of 
Turner House. Bring the kids, 
eat a hamburger, veggie burger 
or hotdog and get to know your 
neighbors at this FREE family-
friendly event. Stay tuned for 
more details coming soon!
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Green Acre
by Petrine Abrahams

In Japanese garden design a 
concept known as shakkei means 
literally “borrowed scenery.” 
According to Jaanus, an online 
dictionary of Japanese architecture 
and terminology it is the “method 
of incorporating distant vistas into 
the composition of a garden.” 

In actuality there are four types 
of shakkei; distant borrowing; 
adjacent borrowing; upward and 
downward borrowing. Historians 
believe the Japanese learned 
this garden technique from the 
Chinese centuries ago. 

It is a clever and useful concept 
to keep in mind when planning 
your garden. The garden is a three 

dimensional space. Borrowed 
scenery expands our horizon and 
connects us to the surrounding 
landscape. 

Locally, we may not have natural 
features such as distant mountains, 
rivers or lakes adjacent to our 
homes. Our individual green acre 
may in fact be a small, fenced-
in parcel however; holistically 
speaking your property remains 
a piece of the whole of the 
surrounding landscape. Your fence 
delineates what is yours; what lies 
beyond is also important and 
should be considered. 

Viewed in this manner it is 
possible to incorporate adjacent 
views of the graceful pecan tree in 

the neighbor’s yard when planning 
your own gardens. The lowest 
branches on a mature tree provide 
an overhead plane. Use it to frame 
the view downward for intimate 
seating or other focal point. 

Remember to look up! The 
visible sky overhead is another 
plane. An astronomy buff might 
orient the view to the North Star or 
perhaps Orion, god of the hunt. 

Orion is most visible in the 
northern hemisphere January 
through March just before and 
during the vernal equinox. 

Associating landscape design with 
distant views or celestial events 
imbues our green spaces with 
additional meaning and richness.

Gardening 101
by Jamie Laws

The biggest reason people give 
me for not gardening organically 
is “it’s too expensive!”  I would 
like to start debunking that 
myth by using this article to 
give you my most important 
tip for transforming yourself 
into an organic gardener: STOP 
APPLYING POISIONS. 

It doesn’t cost a dime to stop doing 
something, right? Even organic 
pesticides, like diatomaceous 
earth, can have unintended and 
negative consequences. The 
most beneficial organisms in our 
environment are also the most 

susceptible to poisons. You might 
kill the intended critters, but 
you also kill off the “good bugs” 
and destroy your soil biology. 

Natural predators that eat things 
like flea larvae and eggs are much 
more delicate, and now you’ve 
successfully ridded your yard 
of them. Maybe for good. Those 
targeted bugs can also become 
immune to the poison, and they 
are the first bugs to recover from 
the poison bath. 

If you have pets, you may have 
noticed how products like 
Frontline have become essentially 
useless. The same is true of the 

toxins you spray in your yard.

Allow your corner of the earth to 
become a balanced ecosystem 
by building awesome soil.  
Aerate your lawn and apply 
compost to the lawn and garden 
beds. If you make your own, 
compost is free too. 

A really good, though not free, 
way to give your soil a jumpstart 
is by applying a layer of dried 
molasses. The microorganisms in 
the soil feed on the molasses, and 
as their population increases, the 
population of bugs, like fleas, fire 
ants and grubs, decreases.  

Happy Gardening!

Have you joined the Winnetka 
Heights Supper Club?
Another great time was had 
by all who attended the most 
recent Supper Club event, which 
introduced The Kessler Theater’s 

new chef, Michael Chen, to 
Winnetka Heights. Stay tuned for 
details on the next Supper Club 
event! Hope to see you there!
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If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org

Cutest Pets in Winnetka Heights

Heidi

Shiloh as WonderWoman, Lola as Batman, Ringo as Superman, 
Roxy as Robin, and Elvis as The Hulk

Brodie

Volunteer 
Opportunities
The Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
is looking for volunteers for 
the Home Tour committee 
and volunteers to help out with 
various things on the day of 
the tour. For more information, 
email Home Tour Chairwoman, 
Michele Colbert, at hometour@
winnetkaheights.org.

The Communications 
Committee is looking for 
someone to manage our 
Facebook Group page. We 
need help creating events, 
uploading photos and posting 
neighborhood happenings to 
the wall. Email Communications 
Chairwoman, Chris White, 
at communications@
winnetkaheights.org.

Winnetka Heights Word Find

Clinton
Community
Edgefield
Mardi Gras
Montclair

Neighbors
Porches 
Rosemont
StreetFest
Supper Club

Windomere
Willomet
Winnetka
Wine

Major

Daisy
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Photographs by Rachel Hoehn. Thanks, for sharing them, Rachel!


