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2012 Holiday Home Tour Wrap-up
by Chris Barker

Winnetka Heights was definitely the 
place to be on that beautiful Saturday 
afternoon of December 8. We had 
more than 600 visitors, six great 
homes, amazing committee members 
and volunteers, generous sponsors 
and perfect weather. 

Turner House once again took on a 
holiday festival atmosphere as the tour 
headquarters. This year we added 
food trucks, live piano music and 
pedicabs for the first time to make the 
day even more special. 

We had the most amazing Santa, along 
with an incredible silent auction and 
a festive neighborhood holiday party. 
Our streets were filled with visitors 
walking and riding pedicabs around 
the district and appreciating what 
truly is the best neighborhood in 
Dallas. It was a remarkable day and a 
resounding success!  

I cannot express my appreciation to 
our dedicated and talented committee. 
No matter how stressful things can 
get while planning such a large event, 
there are amazing people who easily 
accomplish things that could get 
overlooked. 

Marijane Michael, Joy Kirksey 
and Michele Colbert can make 
anything look polished and beautiful. 
Their attention to detail is amazing 
and everything they do is always 
remarkable. They have also been on 
the committee for some time and know 
exactly what to do without even being 
asked. 

Chris Walters and Holli Murray 
were amazing as the corporate 
sponsorship group. This year, we took 
in more corporate sponsors than any 
other year. 

Teresa Norton and Angela Webb 

Continued on page 6

Urban Design Student Exhibition 
This summer, as part of the Green 
Winnetka initiative, the Winnetka 
Heights Neighborhood Association 
partnered with the graduate students 
in the Program in Landscape 
Architecture and the Center for 
Metropolitan Density, School 
of Architecture at UTA. Students 
explored the current conditions 
of Winnetka Heights and then 
reimagined our public spaces, parks, 
open spaces and streetscapes for the 
21st century. 

And on December 11, Four Corners 
Brewery hosted a reception 
showcasing the students’ work. We 

had wonderful representation from 
Winnetka Heights neighbors. Also in 
attendance were City Coucilmembers 
Scott Griggs and Delia Jasso, as 
well as the Director of the Graduate 
Program in Landscape Architecture, 
Dr. Pat D. Taylor; Associate Professor, 
David Hopman and Brent A. Brown, 
Director, CityDesign Studio at City 
Hall where the student’s work will be 
hung in the next few weeks. We’ll also 
be sharing a link to a website that 
features the students’ work.

Thank you to the hardworking 
students, UTA and everyone who 
attended the exhibition.

cwhite
Sticky Note
This is the front cover.
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Letter from Lee Ruiz, President of WHNA
The beginning of a new year is always 
a time for reflection. As so it is for the 
neighborhood.

Last year was wonderful for Winnetka 
Heights. We won the Mardi Gras 
float contest, had fun at Night in The 
Heights and StreetFest, hosted the 
biggest neighborhood happy hours 
ever and enjoyed another successful 
Holiday Home Tour. We received a 
large grant from the Old Oak Cliff 
Conservation League to fix our parks 
and sidewalks, plus launched our 
GreenWinnetka initiative. We also had 
some key victories at the Landmark 
Commissions and our crime 
prevention programs gained new 
energy. So, what comes next?

We’re envisioning a neighborhood 
that will grow and prosper well into 
the future. We see:

• Improvements to our public 
spaces and parks, as the design 
ideas we saw from the UTA School of 
Architecture come to life, including 
plans for the ultimate closure of the 
Jefferson /12th Street connector.

•Renewed energy in welcoming new 
neighbors and out-of-neighborhood 
investors that are fixing up our houses 
to make sure that these property 
owners know that the neighborhood 
will work with them to help restore 
homes in a thoughtful and respectful 
manner, consistent with our ordinance. 
We want to show again that we 

welcome progress.

•Continued emphasis on free, 
family-friendly events to foster the 
sense of community that helps make 
Winnetka Heights a wonderful place 
to raise children, plus encourage 
more families to grow within the 
neighborhood by buying a larger 
home in the district or adding on, a 
trend that is picking up steam.

The future of Winnetka Heights is as 
great as its past. So join us! You’re 
already a member of the WHNA, so 
find some time to help with a project 
or two. It’s a perfect way to have some 
fun, drink some beer and meet your 
neighbors. Cheers to a great 2013!

Meet the New Board of Directors
 President   Lee Ruiz  whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Jeff Fahrenholz  vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Jeff Kaczmarczyk treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Marijane Michael secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Kyle Ward  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Mike Walker  code@winnetkaheights.org

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Chris Barker  hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

Mardi Gras is right 
around the corner! 
Here’s a schedule of events for Mardi 
Gras 2013. For more information, go 
online to mardigrasoakcliff.com.

Dash for the Beads will be on 
Saturday, February 9 in Bishop Arts 
District. The 1-mile walk begins at 
8:30 a.m. and the 5K starts at 9 a.m.  
The Dash for the Beads will again 
benefit FIDO Oak Cliff, an Oak Cliff-
based organization that is working to 
bring a permanent dog park to the 
neighborhood. 

The 4th Annual Masquerade Ball 
will be on Saturday, February 9 at the 
Kessler Theater. Dance all night to 
music from Thaddeus Ford and Gaika 
James, and Zydeco Blanco. Enjoy 
complimentary tasty Cajun treats 
and a full bar with specialty drinks 
available for purchase. Special prizes 
will be awarded for the best and 
most unusually dressed.

The Oak Cliff Mardi Gras Parade 
will be on Sunday, February 10 from 
4-6 pm. Last year, Winnetka Heights 
won “Best Float.” We’re ready to do 
it again this year, so if you want to 
ride in the float, sign up in advance 
to be an official member of the 
Krewe of Winnetka Heights. Walk up 
riders will not be permitted. Krewe 
members must participate in the float 
build and bring at least 1-2 gross 
of beads (144-288 strings). To join 
the Krewe, email whpresident@
winnetkaheights.org.

Happy New Year! 
by Harriet Boorhem

As we welcome this New Year 
and all its possibilities, make and 
hopefully keep resolutions, get back 
on the treadmill (in more ways than 
one!), and get back to work, we 
can look to Janus, the god for which 
January is named, for guidance as we 
move forward into 2013.   

The Roman god of gates and doors, 
beginnings and endings, Janus is 
represented with a double-faced 
head, each looking in opposite 
directions. He symbolizes change 
and transitions such as the progress 
of future to past or the movement of 
one year to another.  

So what can Janus tell us? For one 
thing, I think he would say, “Good 
job, Winnetka Heights,” for keeping 
the past alive with our beautiful old 
homes, our deep sense of community, 
caring for each other, and our old 
fashioned belief in neighborhood. 

I think he would be proud of our 
ability to keep the best of the past and 

for bringing it into the present and 
even the future.  

Regarding the future, I think he would 
caution us from running head-long 
into it without taking the lessons of 
the past with us. I think he would 
challenge us to “preach the gospel” 
of neighborhood and community far 
and wide and to welcome those who 
hunger for our kind of connection. 
He would warn us against holding 
our “specialness” too close for fear of 
losing it. Rather, by giving it away, we 
have the opportunity to influence 
the future of communities, to bring 
the possibility of neighborhood to 
those who are isolated, and to teach 
other groups how to bring the best of 
the past into the future.

As we recover from the holidays and 
embark on the journey that is 2013, let 
us bring the good news of Winnetka 
Heights with us into our future and 
hopefully into the future of many  
individuals and families who seek our 
kind of community. We are, after all, 
the experts on community!
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1/12 Atomic Frolic Burlesque
1/19 Los Lobos
1/24  Earl Harvin & Mike Dillon
1/25  The Gourds / The King Bucks
1/26  Terry Allen / Carrie Rodriguez
2/1  The Residents
2/8  White Ghost Shivers / Sombody’s Darling
2/10  JD Souther
2/13  Tift Merritt / The David Wax Museum
2/15  Ray Wylie Hubbard
2/16  Pretty Things Peep Show
2/19  Ra Ra Riot
2/20 John Denver - A Rocky Mountain High Concert
 Celebration @ City Performance Hall
2/23    The Killdares
2/28  Mike Doughty
3/1  Bruce Robison & Kelly Willis
3/2  Alejandro Escovedo Acoustic
3/8  Ian Moore & Lossy Coils
3/10  An Evening with Bruce Cockburn
3/13  Storytellers with The Zombies
3/28  writer Andrei Cordrescu

 

w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g
F O R  T H E  M O S T  U P  T O  D A T E  S H O W  L I S T I N G S  

THE KESSLER CO-OP, A COWORK SPACE  
COMING TO WINNETKA HEIGHTS IN EARLY 2013

coop@thekessler.org 

Thank you to the 
Kessler Theater
The Kessler Theater made a 
generous donation of $1,000 to the 
Winnetka Heights Neighborhood 
Association with funds raised from 
the North Oak Cliff Music Festival. 
There are a lot of fun shows planned 
in the next few months, so be sure 
to check out some great music 
and support a local business that 
supports our neighborhood.

Green Living in  
Winnetka Heights
It’s getting chilly in the Heights, so 
here are some eco-friendly ways 
to stay warm this winter season 
without cranking up your heater to 
the max. Lowering your thermostat 
even one degree can reduce your 
energy consumption by about three 
percent!

Bundle up. The easiest way to stay 
warm during the cold months is to 
put on more clothes. Throw on your 
favorite fuzzy sweaters, socks and 
slippers, and remember that layers 
are your friends.

Let the sun in. During the day, 
open the curtains and warm your 
home with sunshine. Be sure to close 
curtains that face away from the sun 
to prevent heat loss and close all 
curtains at night.

Insulation is key. You might want to 
consider upgrading the insulation 
in your attic, exterior walls and 
crawlspace, depending on whether 
it’s ventilated or unventilated. This 
will also help your electricity bill in 
the heat of summer.

Gardening 101
by Jamie Laws

One of the benefits to living in Texas 
is almost year-round gardening. 
Many vegetables can be grown this 
time of year and other gardening 
chores can be undertaken. So take 
advantage of the cooler temperatures 
and get out there!

Mid-January through Mid-February 
is the time to put out your onion sets. 
During February plant seed potatoes, 
and seed parsley, rutabaga, 
radish, leeks, beets, carrots, peas, 
scallions, turnips and most all 
greens such as spinach and lettuces. 

Start tomato and peppers from seed 
indoors in seed trays in January and 
put your transplants out in March. 
The key to summer tomatoes in Texas 
is to get those transplants out early. 
If we experience a late frost, simply 
cover them with a sheet or frost cloth.  

Good varieties for North Texas are 
Brandywine, Celebrity, Super Sweet 
100, Yellow Pear and Sungold.    

February is also the time to apply 
corn gluten meal as an organic 
preemergence weed killer. Apply at 
a rate of 20 pounds per 1,000 square 
feet. Watch the weather. It needs to 
be applied before the weed seeds 
germinate. If you apply it too late, 
you are simply feeding the weeds 
since corn gluten meal is also a great 
source of nitrogen. If it does not rain 
within 5 days of application, go ahead 
and water it in. However, if you apply 
it and we get a lot of rain afterwards 
(during germination) the weeds will 
recover and grow anyway. This is 
also true of chemical preemergence 
herbicides.  

Happy gardening!
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Real Estate News...
BY YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR

Happy 2013 Winnetka Heights!  As we enter a new year, I want to reflect back on 
the real estate success stories in our neighborhood in 2012.  Thirty three homes sold in 
Winnetka Heights... proving itself as one of the most sought after neighborhoods in 
Dallas.  I participated in many of those sales, so I hope if you consider selling or 
purchasing in our neighborhood, you also consider me.  I truly care about and 
understand our special collection of historic homes... and I also have the expertise 
to help maximize the return on your investment.  Call or email me today for 
complimentary market analysis.  214.642.9630 or email cgonzalez@davidgriffin.com

Crystal Gonzalez

2012 Neighborhood Snapshot as of December 20, 2012 
- Under Contract – 2 homes are currently under contract priced from       
                     $229,000 to $319,900.

- Sales – 33 homes have sold since January 1, 2012  

-  Availability - There are 9 homes currently on the market in Winnetka 
                      Heights ranging from $149,900 to $379,900. 
 
•	 528	S.	Clinton	Ave.	 	 $149,900
•	 515	S.	Willomet	Ave.	 	 $159,900
•	 423	S.	Clinton	Ave.	 	 $182,000
•	 335	S.	Edgefield	Ave.		 																			$215,360
•	 114	N.	Windomere	Ave.	 																			$290,000
•	 330	S.	Montclair	Ave.	 	 $299,000
•	 314	N.	Clinton	Ave.		 	 $305,000
•	 418	N.	Montclair	Ave.	 																			$339,000
•	 117	S.	Clinton	Ave.		 	 $379,900
 

Mortgage rates for a Thirty year fixed mortgage fell 1 basis points from 
3.28% to 3.27% on Thursday, Zillow Mortgage Marketplace announced.

The Thirty year fixed mortgage rate on December 20, 2012, is up 5 basis 
points from the previous week’s average rate of 3.22% and down 13 basis 
points from the average rate of 3.40% from three months ago.

SOLD SOLDSOLDSOLD SOLD

214.642.9630       cgonzalez@davidgriffin.com

History Note
by Russ Aikman

A formal Crime Watch program has 
been active in Winnetka Heights off 
and on since at least the 1970s.  A 
lengthy article titled “Standing Their 
Ground” from The Dallas Morning 
News back on October 29, 1979 tells 
of the WH Crime Watch program.  At 
that time it was led by Charles and 
Ann Lee when the neighborhood was 
struggling with a rash of break-ins, 
stolen cars and more than 60 crimes 
per month. Neighbors partnered with 
the Dallas Police Department and 
saw the crime level drop by almost 
two thirds. Times have changed, 
but we are still partnering with the 
DPD to bring down crime in our 
neighborhood.

Crime Prevention 
Tips for the  
New Year
by Russ Aikman 

See Something, Say Something. If 
you see anything suspicious, always 
report it by calling 911. It could help 
the police catch a criminal.

For a Safer Winnetka Heights, Turn 
on Your Porch Lights. Please resolve 
to keep your porch lights on in the 
New Year to scare away criminals.

Park in Your Driveway, Not the 
Street. Your risk of vandalism or theft 
is much higher when you park your 
car on the street.

Renew Your 
NOCUPP Dues
NOCUPP is a neighborhood police 
patrol staffed by Dallas PD officers. 
Help fight crime in Winnetka 
Heights and renew your 2013 
Winter subscription today at 
northoakcliffpatrol.org.

Membership 
Meeting on  
March 12
The next general membership 
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 
12 at Turner House (401 N. Rosemont 
Ave.). The complimentary wine 
tasting will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the 
meeting will start at 7:00 p.m.
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Continued from front page.

headed up the Silent Auction 
committee, but were greatly helped 
by Cindy McCord, Candace Bossay 
and new member, Janine Bales. 
There is a ton of work that goes 
into a silent auction and they did a 
tremendous job.  

Rob Romano served as volunteer 
coordinator and as liaison to 
the homeowners. His continued 
contribution to the neighborhood is 
greatly appreciated. There is little that 
goes on in Winnetka Heights where 
you don’t see Rob on the front lines.  

Carol Hagler and Becca Clark did 
a great job with the after party with 
the help of Sandra Adams. It was one 
great night!  

Melody Townsel took over PR 
this year and did such an amazing 
job. For the first time, we were in 
the D Magazine blog. She was also 
responsible for bringing in the 
food trucks and is just an amazingly 
talented human being.  

Former WH neighbor and website 
guru, Jeff Jones, made sure our site 
was up-to-date and looking good. 
Oak Cliff resident, LeaAnn Staundis, 
took over graphics and truly 
upgraded the brand. The program, 
ads and posters were absolutely 
beautiful this year.

This was the first year we had three 
high-level corporate sponsors. 
Diane Sherman (David Griffin), Lisa 
Peters (Shelter Mortage) and Alta 
Davis were our gold sponsors. West 
Davis Dental and Methodist Health 
Systems came in as silver sponsors. 
Triple J Construction, Elio’s Junk Yard 
Dogs, Gary Penn, D.D.S., Café Maya, 
Anytime Fitness, Orchid Interiors, 
Davis-Hawn Lumber, Nova, Brumley 
Gardens, Hunky’s and Boulevardier 
were our bronze sponsors. I hope they 
know how much they are appreciated 
and I hope we, in turn, support the 
businesses that support us.

Along with those sponsors, there 
is a group of in-kind sponsors that 
offered their much-needed services 

to support us. Petropolitan supplied 
free pet-sitting service to all of the 
homeowners who were gracious 
enough to put their homes on the 
tour, thus giving them one less thing 
to worry about on that hectic day. 
Shambhala Body Gallery provided 
candles to all the homes and T. David 
Designs provided a beautiful flower 
arrangement to each homeowner. 
Robin Jackson photography gave a 
free portrait sitting to homeowners, as 
well as silent auction items. North Oak 
Cliff Beer and Wine provided holiday 
cheer for the after-party.  

I also want to acknowledge the 
porch-sitters, volunteers and 
WHNA board members who really 
helped so much to make this tour so 
special.

Last, but definitely not least, we 
acknowledge the homeowners who, 
without their courage in agreeing to 
be on the tour and their efforts to get 
the houses ready, we would have no 
tour at all.  So a major “thank you” 
to Ray Switzer, Liz Ziegler, Jim and 
Michele Hanks, Scott and Ginger 
Young, Dennis and Dana Friedel, 
and Bill and Connie Millsap.

Each year, the committee begins 
looking for homes on the tour. This 
process starts in late spring. It is 
sometimes hard to convince people 
to be on the tour. I don’t know what it 
is, but everyone says, “next year for 
sure.” I think we could have about 
seventy-two homes on the tour in 
2013 if this holds true! Putting your 
house on tour would seem to be a 
daunting task. 

However, in my 8 years on the tour 
committee, including two as chair, I 
have yet to meet any homeowner who 
didn’t enjoy the day and wouldn’t do 
it all over again. So if you think that 
next year is the year for you, please 
contact us. We have many previous 
homeowners who have done it and 
will calm any fear you may have about 
being on the tour.

The 26th home tour is in the history 
books and Winnetka Heights and 
its neighbors continue to make great 

progress in creating a beautiful and 
fun place to live and raise families. 
We are definitely the place to be! 
This is my last year as tour chair 
and I am thankful to everyone that 
helped and look forward to see the 
excitement of what next year brings. 
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Code 101
by Mike Walker

The board continues to work closely 
with our City Council representatives 
and City Staff, keeping an open 
dialogue on ways to improve 
communication and implementation 
of the Historic District Ordinance.  

For those of you who missed the 
General Membership meeting, I 
announced that we have a new staff 
contact in the City Planning office 
to assist our neighbors with the 
CA process. Mark Doty is a Senior 
Planner of Historic Preservation at 
the City. I have personally known 
Mark for many years through our 
volunteer work at Preservation 
Dallas. If you’re ready to start the CA 
process, reach out to Mark at  
mark.doty@dallascityhall.com to 
assist you with your application.

The board is also looking at 
continuing the popular “101” series 

with a session on Code Compliance.  
Stay tuned! As always, our residents 
are really the front line on things 
going on in the neighborhood.  
Should you see something going on 
that doesn’t look right, utilize 311 
services.  

If you have questions about 
something going on, the Historic 
District Ordinance or have some 
ideas on how the board can serve 
you better with Code/CA issues, 
please contact me at  
code@winnetkaheights.org. 

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

Local Volunteer 
Opportunities
Promise House supports homeless, 
runaway and at-risk teens by 
providing them with a variety 
of outreach services, education, 
encouragement and hope. There 
are many ways you can help. Bring a 
movie and snacks for the residents 
to enjoy, teach a cooking class, help 
out with bingo, board games, arts 
and crafts, and more. To learn more, 
contact Zach Bartush at  
zach.bartush@promisehouse.org.

The Trinity River Audubon Center 
works to conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems with emphasis on birds 
and other wildlife, and the habitats 
in which they live. You can help by 
educating children about nature, 
leading hikes, restoring habitats, 
working in the office, gardening 
and more. If you’re interested in 
helping out, email Julie Collins at 
jcollins@audubon.org.

The Oak Cliff Cultural Center 
provides Oak Cliff and the 
surrounding communities with 
diverse art and cultural experiences. 
They’re looking for gallery docents, 
backstage and technical support, 
greeters, administrative assistance, 
festival workers and more. Go online 
to dallasculture.org and click on 
the Get Involved link in the left 
navigation. Download the Service 
Works Application and fax it to 
214.670.1404.

If you know of any volunteer 
opportunities you’d like to share, 
please email communications@
winnetkaheights.org.



Winter 2012-13

Page 8 Visit 75208.org today!Join our Facebook group!

Vice President    469.767.1823    dsherman@davidgriffin.com

Taking 
“neighborhood specialist” 

to a whole new level

Restaurant Review
by Dana Centola Lynch

In a neighborhood saturated with 
Mexican food restaurants, it takes a 
little something special to stand 
out from the crowd. At Gonzalez, that 
something can be summed up in one 
word: tortillas.

 Whether you favor chilaquiles, 
huevos rancheros, or, my favorite, 
the classic bean and cheese taco, 
Gonzalez delivers your meal wrapped 
in or accompanied by the perfect 
fluffy flour pancake that is sure to 
make you forget all your worries. 

The bean-n-cheeser (I call it taco, they 
call it burrito) will set you back $2.50, 
but their combination of smooth 
refried beans and quality melt-y 
cheese is layered in just the right 
ratio, a feat whose simplicity is more 
art than science. 

The chips and salsa both come 
warm. If you prefer fresh salsa, you 
will need to ask for it – and I suggest 

you do because this chilled sauce 
makes a refreshing compliment to the 
tempting tortillas.

Gonzalez’ neon sombrero of a beacon 
calls all taco hunters to its berth; 
their wrought iron waiting area and 
walk-out awning give you a salsa-
flavored hug, and the piñatas…oh 
the piñatas. The color fiesta wrapped 
in these walls is enough to send your 
eyeballs into all the glory that your 
taste buds will soon experience. 

Dine under the indoor al fresco on 
a Sunday and every waiter will be 
sporting their Cowboy colors, ready 
to serve you comfort food Tex Mex 
style. 

Simply put, if you’re looking for 
good Tex Mex, wear some comfy 
pants, hop on over to Gonzalez at 
367 West Jefferson Blvd. and be sure 
to order extra tortillas.
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Meet the new WHNA Secretary, 
Marijane Michael
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights?

I have lived in Winnetka Heights for 
15 and a half years. I moved here from 
Mesquite because my best friends 
lived in Winnetka and I was over here 
all the time on the weekends. I sold my 
Mesquite house and moved here and 
it was one of the best decisions I have 
made in my adult life!

What’s your favorite thing about 
living in Winnetka Heights?

The people, of course. I love the 
diversity of the people in our 
neighborhood. I also enjoy feeling safe 
walking around the neighborhood and 
knowing that so many of my neighbors 
and friends watch out for me. I love the 
character of our homes and that there 
is so much variety.

What made you decide to come  
on board?

I have been involved in various 
committees and projects for many 
years and when approached about 
serving on the Board of Directors, I said 

yes. 

What kind of goals would you like 
to accomplish in your new role?

Part of the role is historian. We have a 
lot of information about the history of 
Winnetka Heights that we need to get 
saved to a location for future residents 
to understand the development over 
the years. I have started collecting 
information from neighbors to begin 
the process, but there is much more to 
do. I want to work with others to help 
work on this ongoing project.

What are you most excited about 
this year?

The older I get, I, like others, look of 
ways to find time. I want to spend more 
time at home and with friends. I am 
hoping that in 2013 I won’t be traveling 
as much for work and will be able to do 
just that.

What are your hobbies? 

I love to garden, decorate or work on 
my home, walk the dogs, and spend 
time with friends.
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Green Acre
by Petrine Abrahams

Homeowners contribute to storm-
water quality and management. If we 
are mindful of how we use and discard 
excess water, then leaky faucets and 
toilets are an excellent place to begin. 

What about rain water that falls on 
our homes? Rainwater is free! Pre-
construction rainwater is absorbed by 
plants and soil on any given piece of 
land. After construction, it is typically 
captured in gutters and downspouts, 
flows carelessly into beds, down the 
driveway and into the street toward 
storm drains. 

Mindful planning of this precious 
resource suggests that we capture it 
instead using cisterns, or thoughtfully 
plan in advance where it will go say, 
into a rain garden with drought-
tolerant plants that can stand a rush 
of water now and then. 

We may fantasize about having 
gardens reminiscent of faraway lands 
where Mother Nature provides lush 
gardens amid a constant mist of water 
and cool temperatures. Our native 
Texas landscape is strikingly different; 
it possesses a singular beauty of tall 
prairie grasses, Post Oaks, Asters, 
Mexican Hat, Echinacea, Blackfoot 
Daisies; the list goes on. 

Mindful planning focuses on 
drought-tolerant plants as we dream 
about our gardens over the coming 
winter months so we can breathe with 
relief when we open our water bills.  

Native Texas plants or those that 
have adapted have done so for 
the most part, over the course of 
millennia. Plants that require intensive 
maintenance like soil amendments, 
pesticides and heavy water use 
cost us all in the end through water 

restrictions and polluted water. 

Please join me in sharing your 
thoughts, ideas and suggestions by 
emailing me at 
parks@winnetkaheights.org.
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If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org

Cutest Pets in Winnetka Heights

Alice

Bobo Frieda Bailey

SqueakSophie

Tucker

Ingredients:

1 ½ tablespoon of olive oil 

1 large yellow onion, peeled and diced

3 stalks celery, diced

3 carrots, peeled and diced

1-3 garlic cloves, to taste

1 ½ pounds (about 6) bone-in chicken thighs (rinse off 
raw chicken)

1-3 teaspoons salt

1 bay leaf 

2 teaspoons of pepper

I package of egg noodles

Directions:

1. Warm the olive oil over medium heat in your soup pot. 
Add the diced onions, celery and carrots, plus a teaspoon 
of salt. Cook for about 3-5 minutes, stirring occasionally, 
until the vegetables soften. Add the garlic and cook for 30 
more seconds.

2. Add the chicken thighs and fill the soup pot with water 
until everything is covered. Add the rest of the salt, 
pepper and the bay leaf. 

3. Bring to a boil, then reduce the heat to medium-low. 
Simmer for 30 minutes or until the chicken is cooked.

4. Transfer the cooked chicken to a plate with tongs or a 
slotted spoon. Remove and discard any bones. Add the 
cooked chicken back to soup pot.

5. Add the pasta to the soup pot and cook until the pasta is 
al dente 

6. Remove the bay leaf, and taste the soup. Add salt and 
pepper to taste. Remove from heat and serve.

Neighborhood Recipe
 
Chicken Soup 
This easy-to-make homemade chicken noodle soup is great for when you’re under the weather or just want something 
to warm you up. Cook a pot on Sunday and enjoy throughout the week, or freeze a batch for up to three months.
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2012 Winnetka Heights Holiday Home Tour

To check out more photos from the tour and the lights contest, visit our Facebook page.

cwhite
Sticky Note
This is the back cover.


