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2014 in Review: A Letter from the 
WHNA President 
by Michele Colbert

The holidays are behind us and 
if you’re the type that makes 
New Year’s resolutions, they may 
be behind you as well.

Hopefully not, and those good 
intentions that we know as 
annual resolutions are being 
put into practice now and 
will be this year’s good habits 
before you know it.  

While December typically 
marks the end of a year, here in 
Winnetka Heights, the month 
really is our beginning because 
of the annual Holiday Home 
Tour.  That may seem to be a bit 
of an oxymoron to some, but it’s 
our beginning because that one 
event accounts for most of our 
operating budget and allows 
us to make annual resolutions 

and plans. 

Our future plans and projects 
are largely funded by this 
one event that we have each 
December.

This January will mark my 
tenth anniversary of living in 
Winnetka Heights. During that 
time, the Holiday Home Tour has 
evolved and grown. Some new 
ideas were hugely successful. 

Regardless, each year the tour 
has shown a stronger financial 
return due to the guidance and 
stewardship of great tour chairs 
such as Russ Aikman, Chris 
Barker, Marijane Michael and 
this year, Candace Bossay.

2014 was our best event ever 
with a net profit more than 
$18,000. 

continued on page 8
Local Volunteer Opportunities
The WHNA Board of Directors 
is looking for a new Code 
Chair. According to our 
bylaws, this committee shall be 
responsible for the overseeing 
of code enforcement. It shall 
educate the neighborhood on 
applicable codes and notify 
the appropriate governmental 
agencies of violations. If you’re 
interested, contact Michele 
Colbert at president@
winnetkaheights.org.

The Winnetka Heights Mardi 

Gras Parade Float Committee 
is still looking for volunteers 
to participate in this year’s float 
build and parade. This year’s 
theme is the Wizard of Oz. If 
you’re interested in joining 
the Krewe by participating 
in the float build and the 
parade, email Steve Bossay at 
slbossat@tx.rr.com.

The Winnetka Heights 
Communications Committee 
is looking for volunteers to 
take photos at special events, 

write newsletter content 
and deliver newsletters. If 
you’re interested in helping 
out, email Chris White 
at communications@
winnetkaheights.org.
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Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Michele Colbert whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Meredith Stegall vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Patrick Lynch  treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Barry Binder  secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Jeff Fahrenholz  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Mike Walker  code@winnetkaheights.org

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Anne Hagan  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Candace Bossay hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  

2014 Holiday Home Tour Recap
No two ways about it, the 2014 
Winnetka Heights Holiday 
Home Tour was a resounding 
success. From record revenues 
to innovative changes, to 
perfect weather, this year’s tour 
was a winner. Home Tour Chair 
Candace Bossay said, “This 
had to be the best tour ever 
because I had the best team 
ever.”

Led by the indomitable Chris 
Walters, corporate sponsorship 
reached its highest level in 
the history of the home tour. 
Dana Centola, Julie Giacobbe 
and Liz Ziegler put together a 

VIP Reception that achieved 
both increased tour revenues 
and greater neighborhood 
participation. Teri Merrick 
conceived and implemented 
a Premier Neighborhood 
Sponsorship program 
that promoted increased 
financial support from many 
neighborhood sponsors. 
Teresa Norton led the Silent 
Auction team to record bidding 
numbers.  

Marijane Michael not only 
lent her usual flair for finding 
the perfect tour homes, but 
also offered up her own 

home as the mystery seventh 
house for VIP tour goers. 
Melody Townsel found Home 
Tour promotion outlets and 
opportunities where they had 
never been found before. 
Carol Hagler and Sandi Adams 
made the after party at Turner 
House a gastronomic night 
to remember and Michele 
Colbert was the ever helpful, 
as well as cheerful, jack-of-all-
trades. 

“I suppose there isn’t room 
to highlight each committee 
member’s contribution,” Bossay 

continued on page 7
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Jan 23 • 9pm • With an Art Auction Benefiting Peace for Elephants

THE FALL 35mm 

@GreenPetDallas

GreenPetDallas

M: closed
T-F: 11a-8p
Sat: 10a-8p
Sun: 12-5p

315 N Bishop
Dallas
75208

call us: 214.942.6042
email us: info@greenpetdallas.com
www.greenpetdallas.com

*Free delivery Tu-Fri only. Orders must be received by 5p.

Walkable Winnetka can help fix  
your sidewalk
In partnership with The 
City of Dallas, with support 
from The OOCLC, Walkable 
Winnetka has helped fund the 
replacement of more than 22% 
of sidewalks in need of repair. 

If you would like more 
information on Walkable 
Winnetka or need assistance 
assessing your sidewalk, please 
send an email to walkable@
winnetkaheights. org.

Before and after photos taken by Joe Horner.

Neighborhood Recipe 
7-Up Salad by Jean Jordan

Ingredients

3-oz package of lime Jell-O

8-oz of cream cheese, softened

1 large can of crushed pineapples, drained

1 cup of 7-Up

2 cups of mini marshmallows

1 cup of Cool Whip

1 cup of nuts 

¾-cup of Miracle Whip

Instructions:

Dissolve Jell-O in one cup of boiling water. 

Heat marshmallows and 7-Up in a saucepan until 
melted. 

Add cream cheese. 

Beat with a whisk until smooth. 

Add gelatin and the remaining ingredients. 

Add the Cool Whip last.

Pour mixture into a 9” x 13” glass container and 
put it in the freezer. 

Once it’s frozen, cut into squares.
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Next Crime 
Watch Info 
Session set for 
January 15
Our first Crime Watch 
Information Session session 
of 2015 will be on Thursday, 
January 15 at Turner House 
(401 North Rosemont). 
Wine and snacks will be 
served at 6:30 p.m. and 
the meeting will start 
at 7 p.m. and will feature 
guest speaker Deputy Chief 
Santos Cadena, head of the 
Southwest Division of Dallas 
Police Department. 

A 25-year veteran of the 
Dallas Police Department 
with experience ranging 
from patrol to narcotics to 
community relations, Deputy 
Chief Cadena was promoted 
to lead the Southwest Division 
in 2013. 

We will also look back 
at crime trends in our 
neighborhood during 2014.  

Crime Watch Tips 
for a New Year
by Russ Aikman 

With the advent of a new 
year, it’s time to think about 
resolutions. How about some 
resolutions to help make your 
home – and our neighborhood 
– a safer place to live in 2015?  

Here are some resolutions 
from the Crime Watch 
Committee:

• Prepare a detailed list of 
valuables in your house and 
keep it in a safe place such 
as a safe deposit box. Take 
photos or video of these items. 
Visit knowyourstuff.org, a 
free home inventory website. 
Operation ID is a Dallas Police 
Department program with 
similar goals.

• Put your contact 
information on each of your 
valuables using a UV pen. 
Such markings cannot be seen 
unless viewed with a black 
light, but make identification of 
stolen goods much easier for 
the police department.

• Resolve to call 911 anytime 
you see something suspicious 
in Winnetka Heights. This 
takes a little extra effort from 
you as a neighbor, but it has a 
measureable effect in reducing 
crime.

• Join NOCUPP. This program 
helps keep WH safe by having 
off duty police officers patrol 
our neighborhood. Visit 
northoakcliffpatrol.org for 
more information.

The Crime Watch Committee 
wishes each of you a safe 
and healthy 2015 Questions? 
Contact us at crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org. 

Renew your 
NOCUPP dues
NOCUPP is a neighborhood 
police patrol staffed by Dallas 
Police Department officers. 
Help fight crime in Winnetka 
Heights! To subscribe or 
renew your subscription, 
visit northoakcliffpatrol.org 
today.

	  

dallassecurityalarm.com	  

	  “Oak	  Cliff’s	  #1	  Security	  Company”	  

Residential	  and	  Commercial	  Security	  Systems	  

Call	  469.213.1055	  or	  email	  John@dallassecurityalarm.com	  

to	  receive	  your	  FREE	  home	  security	  system.	  	  

	  

	  

March 
Membership 
Meeting
Mark your calendars for the 
next WHNA membership 
meeting on Tuesday, March 
3 at 7:00 p.m. at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont. 
Get the latest news on 
neighborhood happenings, 
plus we’ll announce the 
nominating committee for the 
new WHNA officers.
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You Can Still Join 
the Mardi Gras 
Float Build
With the holidays over, it’s time 
to pack away the twinkle lights 
and pull out the ruby slippers, 
or maybe find the courage to 
put on that lion suit. The Oak 
Cliff Mardi Gras parade will 
be here before you know it, 
or February 15 to be more 
precise. If you’ve somehow 
forgotten, we’re doing the 
Wizard of Oz this year, and 
there’s still time to be a part of 
the fun.  

The first costuming session 
was held Dec. 18 at Janet Barter 
and Meredith Stegall’s house.  
That session was devoted 
primarily to outfitting our 
flying monkey squadron, with 
18 sets of wings completed by 
evening’s end. 

Thanks to all who participated. 
There will be other sewing 
meets, and we need all the 
help we can get.

Emerald City wasn’t built in 
a day.  We need your help 
building the floats and 
getting them ready for 
another winning entry from 
Winnetka Heights. 

Watch your inbox and the 
Facebook page for upcoming 
build dates and times.

Many of you have already 
committed to the parade and 
your specific costumes. If 
you haven’t and would still 
like to be a part of wonderful 
and growing WHNA tradition, 
please contact Steve Bossay 
at 214.724.8264 or email at 
slbossay@tx.rr.com.  

Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Convenient Appointments 
Before & After Work or School!

	  

Jonathan	  Hunnicutt,	  Holistic	  Math	  Tutor	  

626.643-‐6700	  

jdhunnicutt@gmail.com	  

holisticmathtutoring.com	  

“Math	  shouldn’t	  get	  in	  the	  way	  of	  anyone’s	  dreams.”	  

I	  look	  for	  issues	  related	  to	  test	  anxiety,	  ADD,	  	  
self-‐esteem,	  diet,	  sleep	  and	  study	  habits,	  and	  	  
then	  coach	  the	  student	  to	  make	  changes.	  

Holistic	  Tutoring	  =	  Math	  +	  Coaching	  =	  Better	  Results	  
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Crossing the River for Cajun Cusine
by Dana Centola

If you’re looking for a Friday 
afternoon lunch with a 
friend, the well-trafficked 
establishments in our 
neighborhood are an obvious 
choice. But, if you find yourself 
across the river (maybe you 
needed to go to Target or stop 
at the Verandah), one place 
to try is Bridge Bistro on 
Riverfront. 

This Design District favorite 
already has us feeling like 
we’re locals. Winnetka Heights 
neighbors Brent and Kat 
Johnson’s own Texas Ale Project 
is right next door.

Bridge Bistro’s spacious 
location boasts floor-to-ceiling 
windows, letting in plenty 
of natural light and a unique 
dining experience, even if the 

view is only of Riverfront. While 
the modern décor with clean 
lines and sparse atmosphere 
doesn’t play to the Cajun/
creole bent, the menu certainly 
does. From crawfish etouffee to 
bread pudding, Bridge Bistro 
has all your bayou favorites 
— including gumbo.

On a recent trip, we started 
with the herb-stuffed 
mushrooms, enough little 
savory buttons doused with 
a béchamel sauce for three 
or four to share. My dining 
companion went straight for 
her bellwether, the gumbo. 
Bridge Bistro hits the mark 
with a roux that manages to be 
flavorful while not too rich. The 
portion includes shrimp and 
Andouille sausage served over 

a mound of fluffy white rice. I 
ordered the shrimp po’boy. A 
preview of the brunch menu, 
the crusty baguette held plenty 
of shrimp only shortly before I 
chowed down.

The menu also includes 
deviled eggs like grandma 
used to make, deep fried 
softshell crab with lemon 
beurre blanc and spicy pecans, 
and a Sunday monticristo 
sandwich, and bread pudding 
with rum sauce. 

This means that whether you’re 
meeting friends for a drink, 
dinner, or reveling in dessert, 
there are plenty of exciting 
menu items to try. So, go ahead, 
meet a friend across the river 
and give Bridge Bistro a try.
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g 1.9  ATOMIC FROLIC – NAUGHTY NEW YEAR BURLESQUE

1.10  THE KILLDARES WITH JESSIE FRYE
1.16  MARC BROUSSARD
1.17  BILLY JOE SHAVER
1.22  BAHAMAS
1.23  MONTE MONTGOMERY
1.24  SOMEBODY’S DARLING WITH THE RESIDUAL KID  
 and  THE ROOMSOUNDS
1.25  MASON JENNINGS
1.29  RHETT MILLER WITH DAPHNE WILLIS
1.30 KESSLER CITY LIMITS WITH LIVE 80
1.31  SHINYRIBS
2.8  ROBYN HITCHCOCK WITH EMMA SWIFT
2.11  AN EVENING WITH LLOYD COLE
2.12  TODD SNIDER
2.13  KAT EDMONSON WITH ROBERT ELLIS
2.14 O’CARNIVALE MASQUERADE BALL
2.15  WILLIS ALAN RAMSEY
2.19  AN EVENING WITH PETE YORN
2.20  ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL  (EARLY & LATE SHOWS)
2.21  TEN HANDS
2.22  WORDSPACE: BUFFY SAINTE-MARIE BAND
2.26  JORMA KAUKONEN
2.27  HAYES CARLL
2.28  RUTHIE FOSTER
3.8  MAVIS STAPLES
3.26  THE MOTET

2014 Light Up the 
Heights Winners
Martha Stewart Award: Peter 
Murgola and Veta Redmond 

Clark W. Griswold Award: 
Lee Ruiz and Chris JC Barker

3rd overall: Megan Taylor 
Wilkes and Paul Wilkes

2nd overall: Todd Fisher and 
Chris Watts

1st overall: Chris Walters and 
Bill Reyno

Best Block: 100-200 South 
Willomet

 
Thank you to Bill Baron 
Guillermo Breedlove and 
Elena Baca for organizing this 
great event! Check out the 
back page for photos from 
this fun night!

Home Tour Recap continued 
from page 2

said, “but each one deserves 
recognition. It wouldn’t have 
happened without everyone 
on the committee doing his or 
her job beyond expectation. I 
can’t thank them enough. I do 
have to give a personal shout 
out to Tony Brogan as the most 
charming greeter of all time. 
I almost had to rush out with 
smelling salts for the swooning 
ladies at the Turner House 
front door.”

Bossay was also quick to point 
out that the tour’s success 
began with the homeowners 
who volunteered their homes 
for viewing, then spent a 
tremendous amount of 
time, expense and effort 
in readying those homes 
for the tour. A hearty round 
of neighborhood thanks to 
Brian and Shanna Mizell; Anne 
and Jeff Fahrenholz; Kirk and 
Joy Kirksey; Janet Barter and 
Meredith Stegall; Robbie and 
Joe Christopher; and Jack and 
Kelly Westerholt.  

Thank you to the 2014 
Winnetka Heights Holiday 
Tour Committee: Sandi 
Adams, Janine Bales, Chris 
Barker, Maureen Brogan, MJ 
Cardenas, Dana Centola, 
Michele Colbert, Rod 
Djurkovic, Julie Giacobbe, 
Carol Hagler, Jonathan 
Hunnicut, Ivan Kotcher, Allison 
Levine, Teri Merrick, Marijane 
Michael, Nocola Noel, Teresa 
Norton, Martha Reagan, Bob 
Rodriguez, Rob Romano, 
Melody Townsel, Chris Walters, 
Angela Webb, and Liz Ziegler.

Check out the back page for 
home tour photos!

Thank you to our 
Home Tour Sponsors
Diane Sherman
Methodist 
Hospital
Glass Optical
Grill 303
Pier 247
Anytime Fitness
Nova
Triple J 
Construction
Total 
Renaissance 
Renovations
Hunky’s Old 
Fashion Burgers
Gary Penn DDS
West Davis 
Dental
Sherwin Williams 
at Bishop Arts
Boulevardier
PHD Dallas

Orchid Interiors
Bolsa
The Local Oak
Small Planet 
eBikes
Davis Hawn 
Lumber
Luxe Realty
Caliber Home 
Loans

In Kind 
Sponsors
Brumley Gardens
Bishop Arts 
Winery
Kessler Cookie 
Company
Oak Cliff Coffee 
Roasters
Petropolitain Pets
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Crystal Gonzalez 

T  214.642.9630

F  214.889.1075

crystal@dallasluxerealty.com

I have buyers... call me!
Specializing in comprehensive real estate solutions for 
buyers, sellers, investors, and developers in Oak Cliff.

2626 COLE AVE. STE. 125 | DALLAS, TX 75204

DALLASLUXEREALTY.COM | T 214.642.9630

 President’s letter continued from 
front page

Candace and her team were 
phenomenal! And so our year 
begins in December with this 
influx of money to our coffers.

The finance committee is 
currently working on the 
budget and considering 
projects for the upcoming 
year. Any WH resident is 
welcome to provide ideas for 
neighborhood betterment 
projects. Submit your idea with 
a description of the product 
and its goals, along with 
your contact infoto fiance@
winnetkaheights.org by 
February 15.

Now back to those resolutions. 
When I was elected last June, 
I made two resolutions. First, 
to have a dialog about how we 
would know we were doing 
the right things to make WH a 

better place. Secondly, to be 
proactively reach out to all of 
the residents and members of 
this district. 

In regards to the first resolution, 
our committees have done a 
great job. But we need your 
help. Our Code Awareness 
Chair has relocated, so this 
position is open. We also have 
vacancies on the Neighborhood 
Task Force, which reviews 
all CAs before they move 
along in the process. If you’re 
interested in getting involved, 
please email me at president@
winnetkaheights.org.

For the second resolution, 
expect to see me walking the 
streets of WH to introduce 
myself to neighbors old and 
new. I’m looking for bilingual 
volunteers to help us reach 
out to our Latino neighbors 
as well, either by translating 
our news and information or by 

including these neighbors in all 
of our great events.

Finally, as 2014 ends and we 
get ready for 2015, it would be 
remiss of me not to recognize 
the hard work done by so many 
volunteers. 

I especially want to thank one 
volunteer that doesn’t always 
get the recognition he deserves. 
Not only has he chaired our 
membership committee for 
years now and greeted most of 
you as you moved into Winnetka 
Heights, he also contributes 
to the Home Tour, Light Up the 
Heights, Mardi Gras and more. 
Pretty much anytime someone 
asks Chris Walters for help, 
you know he’ll be there. 

And who wouldn’t want to make 
the resolution of making their 
community a great place and 
keep it?  



Winter 2015

If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact 

whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org



Winter 2015

Page 10 Visit 75208.org today!Join our Facebook group!

Green Acre
by Petrine M. Abrahams, MLA

I sit at my desk writing, staring 
obliquely through a broad 
expanse of glass over tree 
limbs and sky beyond. Birds 
are quietly moving about. I 
hear an occasional chirp. 
Traffic hums in the distance. As 
the song says, “All the leaves 
are brown and the sky is gray.”

I remind myself that Mother 
Nature follows her own 
schedule. No, fall color was 
not nearly as spectacular as in 
previous years. Leaf color is 
determined by the exquisite 
timing of early seasonal 
moisture, cool fall nights, sunny 
days and the arrival of the first 
frost. Unfortunately, the first 
frost came early this year. 

2014 comes to a close and I 
recall that this past spring I 
became a North Texas Master 
Naturalist. Since then I have 
volunteered at Dogwood 
Canyon in Cedar Hill. I 
teach elementary children 
about the importance of the 
Canyon and why it is worthy of 
conservation. 

One of the lessons I impart to 
the children is the symbiotic 
relationship between the 
soils, plants and wildlife. 
The fact that native plant 
species provide immediate 
food and shelter for animals is 
not something that many of us 
think about on a regular basis.

A simple question I ask the 
children is, what would happen 
if all of the plants in the Canyon 
were replaced with plants from 
say, Australia. Instinctively, 
they know the answer — 
plants would die. Most have 
a basic understanding that 

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

the soils in Dogwood Canyon 
are specifically tailored to the 
plants growing there. 

What they don’t always know 
however, is that the birds, 
insects, and mammals that 
also make their home in the 
Canyon and by extension, in 
Cedar Hill and surrounding 
area, are dependent upon 
those specific plants. 

For instance, now that most 
deciduous trees have shed 
their leaves, evergreens such 
as Eastern Red Cedars and 
Ashe Junipers are highly 
visible. Their blue berries 
provide food to many native 
species of birds and small 
mammals. 

Specifically, the bark of the 
Ashe Juniper is used as nesting 
material by the rare, Golden-
Cheeked Warbler and is a 
larval host for the Juniper 

Hairstreak butterfly. In North 
Texas even without fall color 
we are fortunately left with 
mild winter weather and 
brilliant blue skies. And lovely 
Eastern Red Cedars and Ashe 
Junipers. 

For that I am grateful.
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Pet Tips for the 
New Year
By Fran Gaconnier

We asked you what you 
wanted to see in this 
newsletter’s animal column 
and we received a lot of good 
feedback. 

For this round, the 
overwhelming response 
you sent was requesting 
information on animal laws

People wanted to know 
about leash laws, tether laws, 
confinement laws, spay and 
neuter laws, etc. They wanted 
to know how to bring laws 
and resource information to 
people’s attention.  

We created a consolidated 
playbook of sorts for “Your 
Pets: Your Responsibilities” to 
help facilitate conversation 
and education amongst 
neighbors.

Education and intervention 
are the first steps to making 
great neighbors and great 
neighborhoods for ourselves 
and for our pets.

Please share our resources 
with your neighbors and 
let’s move forward a spay-
and-neuter culture, as well 
as a culture of animal law 
compliance. This will turn 
around animal issues in our 
community and make a safe 
place for us to live and thrive. 

Know the basics of the law.

Respect your neighbors, your 
pets and the law by being 
a responsible pet owner 
yourself. 

• Register and vaccinate your 
pets.

• Spay or neuter your pets.

Cutest Pets in 
Winnetka Heights

• Walk your pets on a leash at 
all times.

• Properly confine your pets.

• Limit your number of pets. 
If you live in detatched house, 
the limit is six cats, dogs, or 
combination of cats and dogs. 
If you live in an apartment, 
condo, or other residence with 
a common wall, the limit is four.

Keep your pets and families 
safe by:

• Report loose dogs and 
dangerous dogs to 311, every 
single time you see a loose 
dog, even if it’s the same dog 
on a different day. 

• Report the illegal sale of 
puppies and kittens to 311 and 
911.

• Report dog fighting, abuse, 
neglect, and puppy mill abuse 
to 311, the SPCA and 911.

Be a responsible pet owner 
and neighbor. It’s good for 
your pet and your family, and 
it’s the law!

Caesar and Bart

Ellie

Oreo

June Carter Cash Gray
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2014 Holiday Home Tour

2014 Light Up the Heights


