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Preventing Burglary With Barbeque 
by Russ Aikman

On a warm summer day in late 
June, I set out on patrol with 
Abby, my trusty crime dog. We 
headed west on Jefferson, then 
south on Rosemont, when we 
got to the lavanderia-taqueria. 
As we approached Wentworth, 
we chanced upon Fran 
Gacconier in her front yard 
working with her latest rescue 
project, a skinny — but lovable 
— pup she had named Hank. 

While the dogs played on her 
front lawn, Fran told me of a 
recent break-in on Waverly, in 
Sunset Hill, the neighborhood 
just to the west of Winnetka 
Heights. I made a mental note 
to check with their Crime 
Watch group about the crime.

As we were visiting, I spied 
Shanna Mizell approaching 
us. Shanna is a member of the 
Crime Watch Committee and 
lives across the street from 
Fran. 

“We’re having a Fourth of July 
party for South Rosemont,” 
she said, handing me a flyer. 
“Would you like to join us?”

“Sure,” I responded, stuffing 
the flyer into my pocket. “That 
sounds great. Would it be 
okay if I brought some new 
neighbors?”

“The more, the merrier,” she 
responded. “Brian is going 
to smoke some brisket and a 

pork butt. Everyone else can 
bring sides or desserts. We’ll 
meet at our house. Just bring a 
lawn chair.”

Her husband Brian is a wizard 
with wood smoke and turns 
out, seriously good barbeque. 
My mouth began to water.

On the Fourth of July, I headed 
over to South Rosemont with 
new neighbors Jenny Galloway 
and Mark Austin in tow. It was 
blazingly hot when we arrived 
about 5:30 p.m., so we headed 
inside. 

Neighbors began to arrive 
carrying beans, Coleslaw, corn 
casserole, a fabulous salad with 
shaved Brussels sprouts, plus 
five different types of potato 
salad — all of them different 
and tasty. 

While the adults visited inside, 
kids played outside with water 
blasters and squirt guns to 
beat the heat. They seemed 
immune to the hot weather, but 
stopped long enough to enjoy 
the food.

I had a chance to catch 
up with many longtime 
neighbors and meet some new 
to Winnetka Heights. A cluster 
of folks formed around recent 
nonagenarian Kathleen West. 

Other longtime neighbors at 
the party included Ellen and 
Hal Carter; Becca and Steve 
Clark; Candace and Steve 

Bossay; Laura Stankosky and 
Charlie Howell; and Randy 
Martin and Derwin Hall. Derwin 
brought his mother, Clarissa, 
who was warmly greeted by 
neighbors. I also met Hillary 
and Cedric Powell, who are new 
to Winnetka Heights. Shanna 
estimated about 50 people 
attended the party. 

continued on page 8
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Letter from the WHNA President, Michele Colbert
In Winnetka Heights, a change 
in season means that a lot of 
neighborhood traditions are 
coming up. If you’re new to 
the neighborhood or want to 
get involved, there’s plenty 
happening. 

October 16 is National Night 
Out. This year, we’ll dedicate 
the new Heights Garden/
Rosemont Plaza at 7th between 
Rosemont and Montclair. We 
hope you’ll stop by for a fun, 
family-friendly event. Local 
police and firefighters will be 
there, as well as other local 

services, free food and kids’ 
games.

October 23 is Movies on the 
Lawn, a family-friendly event 
we co-sponsor with Turner 
House and the Oak Cliff 
Society of Fine Arts. Bring your 
lawn chairs and picnic blankets 
(no pets please) — and enjoy!

Halloween is one of the 
best holidays of the year in 
Winnetka Heights. If you 
haven’t been here for one 
before, ask your neighbors how 
much candy you’ll need — it 
will be like no other Halloween 

you’ve experienced.

November 7 is Rally for the 
Alley, an event that brings us 
together to make our alleys 
easier to pass and harder for 
criminals to hide. 

December 5 is our largest 
fundraiser, the annual Holiday 
Home Tour. We’re still looking 
for volunteers and a few 
homes for the tour, so if you 
or a neighbor want to help or 
show off a Winnetka Heights 
home, contact us at hometour@
winnetkaheights.org or 
214.943.3445.

Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Michele Colbert whpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Vice President   Patrick Lynch   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org

 Secretary   Anne Hagan  secretary@winnetkaheights.org

 Past President   Jeff Fahrenholz  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org

 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org

     Christopher  

 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org

 Community Development Lee Ruiz  community@winnetkaheights.org

 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org

 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org

 Finance   Jack Hagler  finance@winnetkaheights.org

 Home Tour   Robbie Christopher hometour@winnetkaheights.org

 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

 Records   Sandra Adams  
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SEP 26, 27, OCT 1

THE LEGENDARY

TEXAS THEATRE 
231 W JEFFERSON BLVD OAK CLIFF TX 75208 • 214.948.1546 • thetexastheatre.com 

OCT 2
@GreenPetDallas

GreenPetDallas

M: closed
T-F: 11a-8p
Sat: 10a-8p
Sun: 11-6p

315 N Bishop
Dallas
75208

call us: 214.942.6042
email us: info@greenpetdallas.com
www.greenpetdallas.com

*Free delivery Tu-Fri only. Orders must be received by 3p.

Free Delivery
to Oak Cliff!

Local Volunteer Opportunities
The Winnetka Heights 
Communications Committee 
is looking for volunteers to 
take photos at special events, 
write newsletter content 
and deliver newsletters. If 
you’re interested in helping 
out, email Chris White 
at communications@
winnetkaheights.org.

The Winnetka Heights Home 
Tour Committee is looking 
for volunteers for the day of 
the tour and houses to show. 
If you want to get invovled, 
contact Rob Romano at 
herrhansy@sbcglobal.net.

December 
Membership 
Meeting
Mark your calendars for the 
next WHNA membership 
meeting on Tuesday, 
December 1 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Turner House, 401 North 
Rosemont Ave.

Come as early as 6:30 p.m. to 
catch up with your neighbors 
and enjoy a complimentary 
wine tasting.

October Happy 
Hour
The next neighborhood happy 
hour will be on Thursday, 
October 1 from 6 p.m. to 9 
p.m at Pier247, 247 West Davis 
Street.

We hope to see you there!

w w w . t h e k e s s l e r . o r g

9/27  STRUNZ & FARAH
9/30  AEG LIVE & THE KESSLER PRESENT  THE ZOMBIES AT THE MAJESTIC
10/2  HOLLYWOOD NOCTURNE BURLESQUE
10/3  ROCK & ROLL ROVER CALHOUN & MORE BENEFITTING ANIMAL RESCUE OF TEXAS
10/9  AMERICAN AQUARIUM WITH SHANE SMITH & THE SAINTS
10/10  JIMMIE VAUGHAN AND THE TILT-A-WHIRL BAND FEATURING LOU ANN BARTON
10/15  AN EVENING WITH JESSE COOK
10/16  JOHN FULLBRIGHT WITH JOHN MORELAND
10/17  KXT PRESENTS BRETT DENNEN WITH ANDREW BELLE
10/21  LOUDON WAINWRIGHT III
10/24  TODD SNIDER WITH ELIZABETH COOK
10/25 TODD SNIDER WITH ELIZABETH COOK
10/29  AEG LIVE PRESENTS NELS CLINE + JULIAN LAGE
10/30  BOB SCHNEIDER (EARLY & LATE SHOWS)
11/1  RACHAEL YAMAGATA WITH MY NAME IS YOU
11/5  RECOVERY LIVE WITH A HARD NIGHT’S DAY BENEFITTING THE WELL
11/6  KXT PRESENTS MADISEN WARD & THE MAMA BEAR
11/7  DAVE ALVIN & PHIL ALVIN & THE GUILTY ONES WITH DEAD ROCK WEST
11/8  LIZ LONGLEY AND MAX GOMEZ
11/11  KARLA BONOFF WITH STEVE POLTZ
11/12  BRUCE COCKBURN
11/13  THE O’S (ALBUM RELEASE)
11/18 PENNY AND SPARROW WITH THE WALKUP STRING TRIO
11/20  DAVID COOK WITH ANDREW RIPP
11/21  SINGLETONE PRESENTS: JANE SIBERRY
11/22  PHIL VASSAR
12/5 PAUL THORN WITH THE MASTERSONS
12/17  CAS HALEY
12/31  NYE WITH THE SINGAPORE SLINGERS
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NOCUPP Info 
Session set for 
October 20
NOCUPP has been working 
since 2007 to make our 
participating neighborhoods 
safer by providing a 
regular patrol of uniformed, 
experienced off-duty police 
officers. To learn more, go to 
NorthOakCliffPatrol.org or 
join us at Turner House, 401 
North Rosemont, on October 
20 at 7:00 p.m.

 

 

WWW.DALLASSECURITYALARM.COM	  
PLEASE	  CALL	  TODAY	  FOR	  YOUR	  FREE	  QUOTE!	  
FREE	  BASIC	  SECURITY	  SYSTEM	  WITH	  3-‐YEAR	  	  	  	  	  	  

CONTRACT.	  	  	  	  TX	  LIC.	  	  C-‐18878	  

	  

Crime Tip 

For a safer Winnetka Heights, 
Turn on your Porch Lights!

National Night Out set for October 6
This year’s National Night 
Out will be held on Tuesday, 
October 6 from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. at Rosemont Plaza, the 
newly renovated pocket park at 
Rosemont and 7th.

Please join us for this family-
friendly event that is a tradition 
in Winnetka Heights. There will 
be a dedication of the new park 
by City Council Member Scott 
Griggs, and representatives 
from the Dallas Police 
Department and Dallas Fire-
Rescue Department will attend. 

Enjoy music, free food 
and drinks, kid activities 
including a piñata, face 
painting, games, a scavenger 
hunt, as well as photos with 
the fire truck. We’ll also have 
dog activities including 
inexpensive microchipping, 

information about pet safety 
and care, and how to help 
stray animals. You can also 
learn crime prevention tips 
and information about North 
Oak Cliff United Police Patrol 
(NOCUPP). 

First introduced in 1984, 
NNO began as an effort to 
promote involvement in crime 
prevention activities, police-
community partnerships, and 
neighborhood camaraderie 
to let criminals know 
neighborhoods are organized, 
unified and fighting back 
against crime. 

Rally for the Alley 
is November 7! 
To make our neighborhood 
safer (some criminals use 
our alleys) and look better 
for the Holiday Home Tour in 
December, we’ll be cleaning 
up Winnetka Heights’ streets 
and alleys on Saturday, 
November 7 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Stemmons Plaza 
(Jefferson at Montclair).

Coffee, breakfast tacos and 
donuts will be available. 
Be sure to bring gloves, 
rakes, limb loppers and 
wheelbarrows. 

Please email crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org to let 
us know if you can make it, so 
that we can plan accordingly.
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Gardening Tips
by Dhyana Colony 

Unless you’re the proud owner 
of one of the gorgeous yards 
I covet, chances are you’re 
overwhelmed and don’t know 
where to start. Or like me, you 
can point to a few victories 
and lots of tragedies. My yard 
produces as many rusted nails 
and shards of glass, and yet 
I soldier on. As we face Fall, 
here are some thoughts if you 
needing a push to get your 
green thumb on.

• Join the Oak Cliff Gardner’s 
Facebook page. They are 
super supportive, give great 
advice and share leads on 
bargains. I got a Japanese 
maple for $15!

• Buy plants at a big box 
store and save your receipt 
because they have a money 
back guarantee if it dies. I do, 
however, also support buying 
local!

• Tackle one spot at a time 
in your yard and plant 
perennials. Then you’ll never 
have to work on that spot 
again!

• Love your soil. It took four 
hours with a shovel and a 
rented tiller (yikes!), plus six 
bags of manure and mulch to 
beat my Oak Cliff clay into 
submission. But now that area 
has thriving flowers and my 
roses are blooming!

• Plant for Texas. Learn about 
native plants that are water-
wise and will thrive in the heat, 
plus keep your bill down.

• Need inspiration? Visit 
the Arboretum. It’s pumpkin 
season, and they feed them to 
the elephants at the zoo when 
it’s over!

Comfortable Dentistry You 
Can Trust & Afford

611 North Bishop Avenue
Suite 102, Dallas 

We cordially invite you to call

214.948.3035
www.WestDavisDental.com

Open 7am–7pm & on Saturdays!

	  

Jonathan	  Hunnicutt,	  Holistic	  Math	  Tutor	  

626.643-‐6700	  

jdhunnicutt@gmail.com	  

holisticmathtutoring.com	  

“Math	  shouldn’t	  get	  in	  the	  way	  of	  anyone’s	  dreams.”	  

I	  look	  for	  issues	  related	  to	  test	  anxiety,	  ADD,	  	  
self-‐esteem,	  diet,	  sleep	  and	  study	  habits,	  and	  	  
then	  coach	  the	  student	  to	  make	  changes.	  

Holistic	  Tutoring	  =	  Math	  +	  Coaching	  =	  Better	  Results	  
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BBBop: A Primer
by Dana Centola

This fast, casual spot is coming 
to the Tyler/Polk area and 
we’re more than a bit eager 
to have another option within 
walking distance of the 
neighborhood. In fact, we 
ventured across the river to 
Lowest Greenville for a taste 
test to make sure what’s headed 
our way meets OC standards. 
And with the brains behind the 
operation being neighbors, it 
should, right? Here’s what we 
learned:

How to order:

BBBop is known for their Korean 
style chicken wings and their 
rice bowls. We recommend 
going in a group to try multiple 
items, but if you’re going solo, 
you can’t go wrong with one of 

these options:

• Wings come 4, 6, 10 or 20 
to an order. We’ve read that 
the location near us will be 
highlighting wings to pair with 
the several game-watching 
sized TVs. We think they’d go 
well with samosa egg rolls or 
kimchi fries.

• They’ve got big bowls, full 
of tasty goodness. Choose from 
the menu or create your own. 
We did one of each and added 
the optional fried egg and 
lettuce. Pro tip: if you’re not a 
fan of rice, you can bulk up on 
protein with udon noodles or go 
skinny with salad greens.

How to top it:

BBBop sets you up with eight 
squeezable sauces to top your 

bowl. We tried their cucumber 
tomatillo, black bean, peanut, 
coconut curry, teriyaki, sweet 
chili, soy and spicy red pepper 
sauces. Mix them together to 
get a custom flavor.

How to come back:

Local media has BBBop 
opening in September and 
the work they’re doing to the 
building looks like a major 
renovation worth waiting for. 
In the meantime, hit up one of 
their other locations on either 
Upper or Lowest Greenville to 
get a sneak peak for yourself. 
You’ll be glad the new location 
is almost double the size, so we 
can all grab some tasty Korean 
bites when our own location 
opens up.
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Code 101
by Robbie Christopher

Now that the end of summer is 
in sight, and more to the point, 
the end of the oppressive heat, 
folks will be working in their 
yards and on their homes more

So please, let’s all remember 
that any and all changes, 
repairs, landscaping, etc. done 
to the outside of your property 
that are visible from the street 
or alley, must have an approved 
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Did you know that the 
condition of your alley is your 
responsibility? Overgrown 
plants and trash must be kept 
clear in order for the alleys to 
be passable by city and utility 

company vehicles, as well as 
residents. Failure to maintain 
your part of the alley will likely 
result in a citation from the city. 

And while you’re out there 
cleaning up, take a peek 
at any trees that may be 
compromising power lines 
or roofs, and take care of that 
before Oncor does. 

One more thought about 
the alleys. If your trash and 
recycle bins are in need of 
replacement, you can take care 
of that by contacting 311. 

You may also request a second 
recycling bin if one is not 
enough for your family. 

Whip your wardrobe into shape 
STRESS FREE!

Need new outfits but have a limited budget?
Feel like you wear the same thing over and over?

Elisabeth White’s 
REDISCOVER 

YOUR CLOSET!
For the price of a 

dress you’ll 
discover a whole 
new wardrobe!

Two Hours $150 (reg. $170)

www.rediscoveryourcloset.co

Call 214-908-0868 

Getting to 
know long-
time Winnetka 
Heights Neighbor, 
Kathleen West
by Russ Aikman

Kathleen West moved to 
Winnetka Heights in 1953 
and has seen a lot of changes 
since that time. She celebrated 
her 90th birthday in May 
with a porch party. Miss West 
graciously consented to an 
interview to share stories of the 
neighborhood and her life. The 
interview has been edited to fit 
the newsletter, and you can find 
the full version online at 75208.
org.

Where were you born?

I was born in Grand Island, 
Nebraska. We moved to Texas 
when I was five. 

What did you do for fun as a 
little girl?

There were six of us kids. I had 
two older sisters, Gina and 
Roxie, two brothers, and then 
my twin sister Kathryn and 
me. It was fun living out in the 
country. We played cards a lot. 

[Miss West frequently moved 
around. She lived in East 
Texas towns, Redwater and 
Gladewater. The family moved 
to Dallas, Denver, then back 
to East Texas in Texarkana. 
After graduating high school in 
Texarkana, Miss West moved to 
Galveston and started working 
at a bank before she returned 
to Dallas.]

When did you first move 
to Oak Cliff and Winnetka 
Heights?

continued on page 13



Fall 2015

Page 8 Visit 75208.org today!Join our Facebook group!

Crime Watch BBQ continued 
from cover

Once the sun went down, 
neighbors began to head 
outside to our lawn chairs 
where a breeze made things 
tolerable, even pleasant. 
Dusk turned to darkness as 
we formed a rough circle. 
The conversation drifted 
from recipes for the evening’s 
favorite dishes and recent 
vacation trips, to home repairs 
and speeding drivers. 

At this point you may be saying 
to yourself, “Sounds fun, but 
what does this have to do with 
crime prevention in Winnetka 
Heights?” 

Ah, fair reader, I would submit 
to you that such gatherings 
are central to a key goal of 
our Crime Watch program: 
developing a sense of 
community.  

Neighbors who know each 
other are more likely to watch 
out for each other, and to call 
911 to report suspicious activity 
when they see it on their block. 
You are calling 911, aren’t you? 
Remember: see something, 
say something!

We feel this type of gathering 
helps to build what sociologists 
call “social capital.” One 
definition is “the ability of 
people to work together for 
common purposes in groups 
and organizations.” 

Our common purpose is to 
prevent crime in Winnetka 
Heights. And studies have 
shown that neighborhoods with 
a stronger sense of community 
tend to have lower crime rates.

So, while the long-term trend 
is for lower crime levels in 

Winnetka Heights, we’re still 
vulnerable to opportunistic 
thieves and burglars. A more 
connected and engaged 
neighborhood can make a 
difference in crime. It takes 
a little extra effort, but the 
benefits are significant. Not 
only in terms of a lower crime 
rate, but in richer relationships 
with our neighbors, and a 
better quality of life for us all.

This idea of a more connected 
neighborhood was tested on 
August 17 when a man was 
spotted acting erratically on 
South Rosemont. In response, 
multiple neighbors called 911 
to report a suspicious person. 
Others communicated via 
email, text and social media. 
DPD responded and handled 
the situation. Some neighbors 
had a question about the 
incident and reached out to me, 
the Crime Watch Chairman. 
I contacted DPD to get an 
answer and then shared it with 
neighbors. 

This is how the process is 
supposed to work: be vigilant, 
see something, say something 
and call 911. 

Here is my challenge to you: 
this Fall, throw your own block 
party. Reach out to everyone 
on your block. Be sure to 
invite anyone new to Winnetka 
Heights, or even those not so 
new. Make it family-friendly and 
fun. It doesn’t have to be big or 
elaborate or, as Shanna showed 
me, planned out in great detail.

Let me know how it goes 
by sending party pics to 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.
org. And if you invite me, I may 
show up with Abby, my crime 
dog, and even eat a burger or 

two. If that is the sacrifice I have 
to make, so be it!

Take advantage 
of Walkable 
Winnetka
The Walkable Winnetka 
Sidewalk Replacement Grant 
Program was launched in 
2011 under the leadership of 
Past President Lee Ruiz who, 
along with the WHNA Board, 
recognized that our aged 
sidewalk infrastructure 
posed a significant hazard to 
our quality of life and was not 
just going to repair itself. 

There are still funds available 
for Walkable Winnnetka. For 
further details and to find 
out if your sidewalk qualifies 
for a repair grant, email 
walkable@winnetkaheights.
org or call/text Diane 
Sherman at 469.767.1823 
or Kirk Kirksey at 
972.365.5398. 

Grant funds are subject to 
availability. 
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Pet Column
by Fran Gaconnier

On October 4, people all 
over the world celebrate the 
feast day of the Patron Saint of 
Animals. St. Francis loved all 
God’s creatures and followed 
God’s example of kindness, 
mercy, compassion and love 
for all creation.

Join us as we bring our 
communities together to 
bless our animals on October 
4 at Tyler Street United 
Methodist Church from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:40 p.m. We 
have planned a day filled 
with fun activities, veterinary 
services, and information that 
will teach us how to be good 
stewards of our companion 
animals.

There will be free spay 
and neuter services, free 
vaccinations and microchips, 
demonstrations by dog 
trainers and the Dallas 
Police K-9 unit, a dog wash, 
a nail trimming station, and 
an area for kids with crafts 
and activities. The SPCA will 
be in the house, we’ll have 
food trucks, music, a pooch 
parade brought to you by the 
Petropolitan and much more! 

The Blessing of the Animals 
is open to all people 
and all denominations. 
It’s a community event 
celebrating and blessing 
our companion animals. 
Anyone living in the 75208 
ZIP code or in one of the 31 
OOCCL neighborhoods can 
participate in free services.

For more information, visit 
GypsyDogOps.com

Meet Salt
Salt is a fully vetted, three-
year-old, three-legged 
Dalmatian. She loves to walk, 
play, cuddle, eat, and chase 
balls and other dogs. She likes 
kids, but doesn’t currently live 
in a house with kids. 

If you’re interested in meeting 
her and potentially adopting 
her into a forever home, please 
contact Kathi Kibbel at 
214.505.7434.

Cutest Pets in 
Winnetka Heights

Della and Paolo

Pachanga and Lola
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Advanced Historic House Specialist

Save the Date: Holiday Home Tour
by Robbie Christoper

On December 5, the place 
to be is Turner House, 
where our annual Holiday 
Home Tour through Historic 
Winnetka Heights will begin. 
Six homeowners will have 
transformed their beautiful 
homes inside and out into 
festive showcases for your 
enjoyment.

In addition to being able to 
view these gorgeous homes, 
there will be other exciting 
and fun things to do that day. 
A silent auction that gets better 
and bigger every year will be 
at Turner House for a chance 
to purchase unique items and 
services. There will also be 
food trucks to sustain you and 
pedi-cabs to whisk you around 
the neighborhood. And the 

after-party will give everyone a 
chance to mix and mingle while 
enjoying great food and drinks. 

Neighborhood Sponsor 
packages are available now 
until December for $100 
each. Each packet will get 
you two home tour tickets, 
homemade baked goods made 
by neighborhood elves, a new 
WHNA T-shirt and a few other 
goodies we’re still working on.

The $160 Premier Sponsor 
packets will include all of 
the above, plus a couple of 
collectible WHNA wine glasses. 
And the two home tour tickets 
will become two VIP tickets 
good for a private champagne 
reception at Turner House 
starting at noon on tour day. VIP 
ticket holders will be given the 
password to a secret seventh 

home not only for touring, but 
also more bubbly and nibbles. 
There will be a limited number 
of VIP tickets available, so stay 
tuned.

Home Tour tickets cost $15 in 
advance, $18 the day of the 
tour and $30 for VIP tickets.

The Holiday Home Tour is 
also a great opportunity to 
get involved and get to know 
some of the fine folks that call 
Winnetka Heights home. This 
is our biggest fundraiser 
of the year and the funds go 
to projects and events that 
improve our little piece of Oak 
Cliff. If you’re interested in 
volunteering for any of our 
many awesome committees, 
contact Rob Romano at 
herrhansy@sbcglobal.net. 
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Neighborhood 
Recipe
by Liz Ziegler

Pumpkin Whoopie Pies 
adapted from Baked: New 
Frontiers in Baking

Ingredients:

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon baking soda

2 tablespoons cinnamon

1 tablespoon ground ginger

1 tablespoon ground cloves

2 cups packed dark-brown 
sugar

1 cup vegetable oil

3 cups chilled pumpkin purée

2 large eggs

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

Filling:

3 cups confectioner’s sugar

1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted 
butter, softened

8 ounces cream cheese, 
softened

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions:

• Preheat oven to 350°F. 
Line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper.  

• In a large bowl, whisk the 
flour, salt, baking powder, 
baking soda, cinnamon, ginger, 
and cloves together and set 
aside.  

• In a separate bowl, whisk the 
brown sugar and oil together 
until combined. 

• Add the pumpkin puree and 

whisk to combine thoroughly. 

• Add the eggs and vanilla and 
whisk until combined.  

• Sprinkle the flour mixture 
over the pumpkin mixture 
and whisk until completely 
combined.  

• Use a small ice cream scoop 
with a release mechanism to 
drop heaping tablespoons 
of the dough onto prepared 
baking sheets, about one inch 
apart. 

• Bake for 10 to 12 minutes, 
until the cookies are just 
starting to crack on top and 
a toothpick inserted into the 
center of the cookie comes out 
clean. 

• Remove from the oven and let 
the cookies cool completely 
on the pan while you make the 
filling.   

For the Cream Cheese 
Filling: 

• In the bowl of an electric 
mixer fitted with paddle 
attachment, beat the butter 
until it’s completely smooth, 
with no visible lumps.

• Add the cream cheese and 
beat until combined.  

• Add the confectioner’s 
sugar and vanilla and beat 
until smooth. Be careful not to 
overbeat the filling.

Assembling the Whoopie 
Pies: 

• Turn half of the cooled 
cookies upside down (flat side 
facing up). 

• Use a tablespoon to drop a 
large dollop of filling onto the 
flat side of the cookie

• Place another cookie, flat side 
down, on top of the filling. 

• Press down slightly so that the 
filling spreads to the edges of 
the cookie. 

• Repeat until all the cookies 
are used. 

• Put the whooopie pies in 
the refrigerator for about 30 
minutes to firm up before 
serving. 

Green 101
by Teri Merrick

Here are a few earth-friendly 
tips for you and your kids as 
they head back to school.

• If you don’t live close enough 
to school for your kids to walk 
or bike, start a carpool and 
take turns with other parents 
in the neighborhood to drop 
off and pick up the kids. You’ll 
each save time, energy, and 
fuel.

• Pack kids’ lunches in lunch 
pails or canvas bags instead 
of throwaway paper bags. 
Consider re-using plastic 
sandwich bags, or only using 
durable plastic containers.

• Check out your school’s 
recycling programs. Ask 
whether recycling bins are 
available and accessible — 
and if the kids are encouraged 
to use them. Make sure your 
child knows what can be 
recycled and what can’t.

• Make smart decisions while 
shopping. Buy school supplies 
with less packaging and seek 
those made with organic and/
or recycled materials. 
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Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

Miss West interview continued 
from page 7

Mom was living with my 
younger brother who was 
working in Dallas. She got 
lonely, so she talked us into 
moving back to Dallas in 
August of 1950. We rented a 
house at first. Then we bought 
this house on the 200 block 
of South Rosemont in May of 
1953. We settled down and we 
didn’t do any more moving. 

What was your first job in 
Dallas?

When I worked for the bank 
in Galveston, they told me if I 
went to Dallas and wanted a 
job, go to the Mercantile Bank. 
The president gave me a letter 
of recommendation. We moved 
to Dallas, and the next Monday 
I went to apply for a job. And 
then on Tuesday, I went to work 
at the bank, where I worked for 
36 years. I worked at different 
locations — one office was 
downtown in the old Magnolia 
Building. I was trust officer and 
retired in 1986.

Tell me about your early 
memories of Winnetka 
Heights.

There were more young 
children back then. I 
remember lots of kids would 
come at Halloween. Then 
gradually, it seemed like the 
older folks were dying off, 
and now the younger people 
are buying houses and fixing 
them up. So the neighborhood 
has changed. We still don’t 
have very many children.
We got acquainted with more 
people on our block — I think 
it was 1970 — when Kathryn 
started canvassing to get the 
petition to get the zoning 
change. She was working 

with Ruth Chenoweth and the 
Old Oak Cliff Conservation 
League. When Kathryn was 
getting the petition signed, 
we had meetings quite often 
in people’s homes. We didn’t 
have many people because 
the organization hadn’t grown 
much then. Then, it seemed 
like it started to grow when 
we’d meet in the basement of 
the Edgefield Church of Christ 
at 7th. 

Tell me about the 
Crime Watch and other 
neighborhood activities 
that you and Kathryn were 
involved in.

In the late 1970s, we would 
patrol Rosemont, once a day, 
from end to end. We never 
did see anything. Then we 
would meet up at the little 
Stemmons Park for a cleanup 
event. Kathryn and I did our 

alley, from Jefferson up to 
Wentworth. I think we filled 15 
bags full of trash and weeds. 
We pulled a lot of weeds. The 
corner house across the street 
was empty and full of weeds 
and thistles. We pulled, I don’t 
know how many, bags of weeds 
from there. And a house down 
closer to Jefferson was about 
the same. 

Was this something you 
did on your own or was it 
organized?

It was a neighborhood cleanup. 
We were getting ready to have 
a home tour, you know. They 
said we needed to get ready 
for company and everybody 
needed to clean up their yard. 
We had a lot more trash to deal 
with back then, before 

continued on page 14
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Miss West story continued from 
page 13

things were picked up. We 
had trouble with the house 
next door in the 1980s. That’s 
when it burned. The upstairs 
was pretty well gutted, and 
it was vacant for a long time 
before anybody did anything 
with it. Before the fire, people 
rented there and the backyard 
was just a mess. Some of the 
neighbors finally went over 
and started cleaning up. I don’t 
know how many bags of trash 
we hauled out. 

You told me you recalled 
seeing Ruth Chenoweth 
riding her bicycle through 
the neighborhood. Can you 
tell me more about that?

Ruth Chenoweth was good 
friends with Charlotte Hunt. 
They did things together like 
riding their bikes. Kathryn 
said, “That looks like fun,” 
so we bought a couple of 
bicycles. But we hardly ever 
rode them. I guess we were too 
busy doing other things.

You told me that you and 
Kathryn did a lot of the work 
on your house over the years. 

We did wallpaper and 
painting. We had the kitchen 
and bathroom done over. 
We had new carpet put in. 
We both took more care than 
most people. That’s why we 
did it ourselves. If you want 
it done right, do it yourself. 
We painted the railing around 
the porch. But I don’t get on 
ladders anymore. I’ve got more 
painting to do. I’ve painted 
four doors this last month or so. 
I need to do the front door. 

One more question: What’s 
your secret to a long life?

Somebody asked Kathryn 
that and she said, “Just keep 
breathing.” I’ll just say clean 
living, I guess. Don’t have nasty 
habits. Don’t smoke and drink. 
That’s caused a downfall on a 
lot of people. 

2015 Blues, 
Bandits & BBQ 
Blues, Bandits & BBQ is 
November 13 and 14. It 
benefits KNON, a radio station 
broadcasting a community 
radio format serving the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. Team 
registration is going on now, 
and tasting wristbands will be 
sold starting October for $20. 

It’s free to come hang out and 
enjoy the music. Friday night 
performance is Kirk Thurmond 
and the Saturday line-up will 
be announced soon.

Fun with Sudoku
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Green Acre
by Petrine M. Abrahams, MLA

What happens to the wildlife 
that inhabits an ecosystem 
when humans alter their 
habitat? I try to imagine 
coming home one day from 
work only to discover that my 
house and neighborhood are 
completely unrecognizable, 
my friends and neighbors 
suddenly gone. Where does 
the wildlife then go for food 
and shelter? Where do they 
find a mate?

I have traveled to Costa Rica 
on a regular basis since my 
childhood and more recently, 
during the last two weeks. For 
a country roughly the size of 
West Virginia, it has set aside 
more land per capita for 
conservation than any other 
country in the world. And yet, 
the tiny coastal town I return 
to again and again has lost 
much of its canopy to human 
habitation. 

As the canopy disappears, 
wildlife retreats further into the 
forest. Down the road, where 
“urbanization” has had less of 
an impact and the canopy is 
still mostly intact, you can still 
see and hear Howler monkeys, 
toucans, parrots, and other 
tropical species. 

I’ve come to think of the forest 
canopy as a “super highway” 
for monkeys and birds in 
which they live and travel. If 
you watch or listen to them for 
even a short period of time, it 
becomes obvious that without 
a dense canopy their access 
to food, water and mates is 
limited. Monkeys live in the 
canopy where they feed on 
leaves, fruits, seeds and nuts. 

It’s an amazing experience 
to see and hear them as they 
travel from limb to limb. 
In the middle of the night, 
when you least expect it, 
they move through the trees 
and make a ruckus you will 
not soon forget. It can be 
heart stopping when you’re 
fast asleep to be so rudely 
awakened. I heard them in the 
early hours of a morning soon 
followed by a host of birds 
chiming in. It was if they were 
all singing in rhythm but with 
distinctly different voices; the 
Howlers, howling, the parrots 
and toucans squawking 
loudly.

In Dallas, we can experience 
the wonder of our own 
wildlife species and think 
about where they will go if 
their habitats continue to 
shrink.

OOCCL Home 
Tour
The Old Oak Cliff 
Conservation League Home 
Tour is the oldest and largest 
home tour in Dallas, and one 
of the largest fundraisers in 
Oak Cliff. Last year, close to 
$40,000 was raised, most of 
which will be given back to 
the community in the form of 
grants this summer. 

This year’s 41st OOCCL Home 
Tour will be on October 17 
and 18 from noon to 6 p.m., 
rain or shine, and will reveal 
10 very special homes that 
showcase a wide variety of 
architectural styles in eight 
neighborhoods. They’ll 
also reveal a Special Bonus 
Premium Home. 

Tickets can be purchased at 
ooccl.org for $20. Tickets for 
the Special Bonus Premium 
Home must be purchased in 
addition to regular tour tickets 
for $10. Will call tickets may be 
picked up at Ticket Central in 
the Bishop Arts District, under 
the mural on 7th at Bishop, by 
Bishop Street Market.

Coming soon: 
Movies on the 
Lawn
The Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association 
and the Oak Cliff Society 
of Fine Arts are sponsoring 
another FREE Movies On 
The Lawn night. This year’s 
feature will be the 1961 
version of 101 Dalmatians. 

Join us on Friday, October 
23 at Turner House, 401 
North Rosemont for this fun, 
free, family-friendly event. 
The movie will start around 
7:30 p.m., but come as early 
as 7 p.m. to snag a good 
seat. Seasonal drinks and 
snacks will be available for 
purchase, but as always, 
popcorn is free. No pets, 
please.
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Now and Then: 
A New Column 
about Long-
time and New 
Winnetka Heights 
Residents
by Chris Walters

Then 
Joe Horner and MJ Cardenas 
have been married 37 years 
and have two cats, Gray and 
Groceries. They’ve lived on 
North Clinton for 37 years. 

What made them decide to 
move to our neighborhood? 

It was convenient for both of 
them to work in the Design 
District and they liked the 
architecture of the homes. 
They only looked at two house 
and knew this one was the 
one. 

As longtime residents, what 
make living here special? 

The sense of home, the 
real camaraderie between 
the people, all the trees, 
and the uniqueness of our 
neighborhood.

What is a fun fact or 
interesting feature of their 
home?

When they moved in, they 
found the remains of a 
dumbwaiter system in the 
wall. They found out their 
home had previously been 
a duplex because their first 
electric bill was addressed as 
upper unit.

Joe Horner and MJ 
Cardenas

Dwight Thorton and Scott 
Thompson

Now
Dwight Thorton and Scott 
Thompson have been married 
1.5 years and together for 10. 
They have three dogs, Drake, 
Rex and Leo. This November, 
they’ll have lived on North 
Montclair for two years. 

What made them decide to 
move to our neighborhood? 

They got a real neighborhood 
feeling and loved how close 
they are to their favorite 
restaurants. 

As newer residents, what 
make living here special? 

Since they’ve been here, 
they’ve developed true 
neighbor relationships, and 
most of all made some amazing 
friends. 

What is a fun fact or 
interesting feature of their 
home? 

The original home on their lot 
burned to the ground, and the 
trees in their back yard are still 
scarred from the fire.   


