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Mardi Gras Recap
by Linda Derdeyn Jackson

This year, the Winnetka Heights’ 
DC Comics-themed float won 
“Best in Spirit” in the Mardi Gras 
Oak Cliff Parade. 

Plus, for the first time ever, the 
Krewe was invited to participate 
in the Dallas St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade & Festival on Greenville 
Avenue, which is the largest 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in the 

Southwest.

Thank you to the hardworking, 
talented Krewe! Whether you 
ended up in costume throwing 
beads, traced and painted signs, 
sawed and hammered wood to 
build the float, stapled on the 
decorations, brought coffee and 
refreshments, ran our music, drove 
our vehicles to pull the floats, or 

continued on page 3
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Bites In The Heights is May 13!
We Need Chefs!
The Winnekta Heights Historic 
District’s Spring fundraiser - 
Bites In The Heights - is set for 
Saturday, May 13 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Turner House - right in our 
neighborhood.

Bites In The Heights features 
the talents of Winnetka Heights 
and Oak Cliff home cooks, and 
professional chefs who each 
prepare a small “bite” of food. 
Guests enjoy the bites, delicious 
wine and beer, and a piano sing-
along on the Turner House vintage 
Steinway.

To make this work, we need 
you! If you would like to prepare 
a “bite” please email Lee Ruiz at 
leeruiz@gmail.com or contact any 
member of the WHNA Board. 

We’ll provide you with more 
information. In summary, you’ll 
be asked to prepare 125 small 
portions of a savory or sweet taste 
of food and serve it at your styled- 
up table at the event.

We’ll have prizes for “Best 
Savory” and “Best Sweet,” 
judged by the chef at the Blind 
Butcher and the manager of the 
Old Monk. Guests will vote for 
People’s Choice awards too. Wine 
is being sourced by Trompo Taco 
and Wine Bar, an exciting new 
Bishop Arts restaurant.

This Spring fundraiser raises money 
for neighborhood improvements 
like our sidewalk replacement 
program and park enhancements.

Visit 75208.org for information 
and to buy tickets.
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Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Patrick Lynch    whpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Vice President   Anne Hagan   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org
 Secretary/Historian  Emily Ruth Cannon secretary@winnetkaheights.org
 Past President   Michele Colbert  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org
     Christopher  
 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org
 Community Development Lee Ruiz  community@winnetkaheights.org
 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org
 Membership   Todd Fisher  membership@winnetkaheights.org
     and Chris Watts
 Finance    Jennifer Galloway finance@winnetkaheights.org
 Home Tour   Marijane Michael hometour@winnetkaheights.org
 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  
 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

Letter from the WH President, Patrick Lynch
If you drive down Davis toward 
Zang, you’ll see the heavy 
machinery of change hard at work, 
transforming part of Oak Cliff from 
a sleepy closed-in neighborhood to 
a modern urban streetscape. 

Where once administrative 
buildings and fast food stands 
stood now comes new housing 
and stores with access to the 
streetcar and Downtown.

Change is inevitable, but astride 
that change we can also embrace 
what was, and still is, through 
efforts of preservation. Winnetka 
Heights stands in Oak Cliff not 

in opposition to the new, but as 
a celebration of the past. Our 
historic district is a strong reminder 
of the traditions and history that, 
even in times of great upheaval and 
change, continue to help define 
who we are as a community. 

This task of preservation is 
undertaken by everyone who 
chooses to join our WInnetka 
Heights family. While it’s not always 
convenient or easy, the benefits 
are seen all around us. Families 
stroll the sidewalks, strollers in 
front and dogs in tow, alongside 
bungalows, four squares, prairies 
and craftsmen, while neighbors 

sip a glass of iced tea or wine 
from their porch. It’s a sea of 
calm surrounded by the winds of 
change.

As part of this ongoing 
commitment to preservation, I 
encourage neighbors to seek out 
more information on our specific 
zoning on our website, 75208.org. 

The Old Oak Cliff Conservation 
League is also an excellent 
resource, as are our own Code 
Awareness chairs Robbie and Joe 
Christopher, who can be reached at 
code@winnetkaheights.org. 
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Code Awareness 
By Robbie Christopher

The City of Dallas offers tax 
exemptions to property owners 
completing rehabilitation projects 
to historic properties. Under 
the program, Winnetka Heights 
qualifies as “Revitalizing Historic 
Districts.” 

Tax exemptions apply to city 
property taxes only (not Dallas 
County or DISD taxes). Qualified 
expenditures include labor and 
materials for interior or exterior 
repair or replacement of features 
that help preserve a structure 
(roofing, windows, carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing, etc., and 
replacing fixtures such as sinks, 
bath tubs and toilets). 

Expenditures must total 25% of the 
Improvement Value of the property 
as listed on the DCAD website. If 
you qualify, 100% of City Taxes are 
exempted for a period of 10 years. 

For more information, contact the 
Historic Preservation Division at 
214.670.4209 or email questions 
to code@ winnetkaheights.
org. You can also check the City’s 
website at dallascityhall.com

Nominate New 
Officers
As required by the association 
bylaws, the WHNA Board 
of Directors has appointed 
a Nominating Committee 
consisting of Past President Lee 
Ruiz, Member at Large Carol 
Hagler, and Current Board 
Member Marijane Michael. 

Officer nominations will open 
soon.

The slate is due May 7 and will 
go for a vote before WH residents 
at the Annual Membership 
Meeting in June.

Mardi Gras continued from cover

helped clean up — all of you 
mattered and contributed to our 
success. 

A special thanks to Raven 
Patrick, who took a very important 
lead role as my right-hand, 
awesome assistant. 

Love and thanks to my hubby, 
Stan Jackson, who was my rock 
and support through all of this. 
Plus, he took care of all the hidden 
details, including daily runs to 
Home Depot. 

And, of course, a huge thanks 
to Todd Fisher, our amazing and 
talented designer and artistic 
director.

Adoptable Dogs
Don’t forget about Lucy and 
Betty! These young dogs are 
neighborhood rescues that are 
fun-loving, but on the shy side. 

They’ll need a family that will be 
patient with them, be willing to 
take lots of walks, and let them 
slowly adjust to their new homes. 

They are spayed, vetted, 
microchipped, crate-trained, 
leash-trained, potty-trained, 
and ready to go!

Visit gypsydogops.com for 
more information on these 
sweeties.

Meet Lucy

Meet Betty
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NOCUPP Info 
Session: April 25
NOCUPP is one of the key 
strategies in place to help reduce 
crime in Winnetka Heights. 

You can learn more about 
this program at an upcoming 
information session on Tuesday, 
April 25 at 7 p.m. at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont.

To join or renew your NOCUPP 
subscription or to learn more, visit 
northoakcliffpatrol.org.

Last Year’s Crime 
Watch Stats
By Russ Aikman

• Overall, crime declined about 
20% from 2015 (10/month) to 
2016 (8/month)

• 72% of crime in Winnetka 
Heights was property crime such 
as theft, burglary and vandalism 

• Violent crime was rare with 1 
assault and 2 robberies

You can view a detailed report by 
signing into 75208.org.

Women’s Safety 
Session Recap
The WH Crime Watch 
Committee sponsored a second 
Women’s Safety Session at Tyler 
Street United Methodist Church on 
February 20. There were about 30 
participants in this session, which 
was open to residents of multiple 
neighborhoods. 

Sr. Corporal Donna Thurman of the 
Dallas Police Department spoke 
about how to make yourself less 
of a target in terms of both theft, 
robbery and attacks. 

Attendees also received helpful 
self-defense tips from Joel 
Quintans of Oak Cliff Aikikai. Many 
attendees participated in hands-on 
methods to fend off an attacker.

Thanks to Russ Aikman and his 
WH Crime Watch Committee for 
sponsoring this event.

Crime Watch Tips
By Russ Aikman

How can you help make 
Winnetka Heights and your 
home safer? 

• Leave lights on at night

• Have a security system

• Get a dog

• Sign up for NOCUPP, an entirely 
member-supported non-profit 
organization which provides 
private police patrol service 
in North Oak Cliff, by visiting 
northoakcliffpatrol.org

• See Something, Say Something 
— call 911 to report anything 
suspicious

Neighbors are welcome to 
attend monthly Crime Watch 
meetings. Email crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org for details.

www.thekessler.org
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1230 w. davis street, dallas, TX 75208

Random Gunfire 
Action Group 
A multi-neighborhood effort was 
recently launched to implement 
strategies to reduce random 
gunfire in Oak Cliff.
If you’re interested in 
participating, email crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org.
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Walkable Winnetka, a Watermelon Martini-related 
conspiracy 
By Co-Chairs Diane Sherman and 
Kirk Kirksey

The Walkable Winnetka Sidewalk 
Replacement Grant Program began 
as a conspiracy involving Hattie’s 
signature Watermelon Martinis. The 
key conspirators, Diane Sherman 
and Kirk Kirksey, had grown 
tired of seeing joggers, walkers, 
and parents pushing strollers veer 
into the street to avoid dangerous 
sections of sidewalk. 

Knowing that maintaining 
the sidewalk in a hazard-free 
condition is the property owner’s 
responsibility according to City 
Code, they devised a program to 
help Winnetka Heightians more 
affordably bear their shared cost of 
repair. 

So, one spring weekend the two 
surveyed the neighborhood to 
rate all the sidewalks. They found 

almost 6,000 linear feet in need of 
repair. The two conspirators took 
the plan to Lee Ruiz, then WH 
President. Their first meeting was 
at Hattie’s, hence the Watermelon 
Martini connection. The rest, as 
they say, is history. 

Now, in its 6th year, the program 
in cooperation with the City of 
Dallas Cost Share Program has 
financed 1,000’s of new sidewalk 
linear feet — a tremendous 
success. It serves as a model for 
other older neighborhoods dealing 
with aged infrastructure. 

If your sidewalk is in need of repair 
we hope you’ll email walkable@
winnetkaheights.org or call 
469.767.1823 and request a grant 
to help make Winnetka Heights a 
better, more attractive and safer 
place to live.  

Satisfied participants and a victim 

of a hazardous sidewalk weigh-in 
with testimonials:

“I was walking at a brisk pace up 
North Windomere Ave., trying 
to make it to Davis St. in time for 
the Mardi Gras Parade. Suddenly, 
I tripped on a piece of broken 
sidewalk. I wasn’t even looking 
at my phone and had not started 
partaking in any of the Mardi Gras 
festivities.

I flew forward and landed on my 
hands, leaving my palms badly 
scraped and bleeding. I was sad 
to leave the parade, but also very 
relieved I didn’t fall on my face, 
break my teeth, or even worse, 
break any bones.

Winnetka Heights offers a fantastic 
sidewalk repair grant program that 
takes care of the majority of

continued on page 6 
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I’m your agent for that. 
No one wants to pay for unnecessary extras and 
with my help, you won’t have to. I’ll help make 
sure you understand your options, and that you 
have the best coverage at the best price.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Need someone that 
speaks fluent insurance?

1001183.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Jon M Essary Ins Agency Inc
Jon Essary, Agent
1214 W Davis St
Dallas, TX  75208
Bus: 214-948-6000
Hablamos Español

Walkable Winnetka continued from 
page 5 

the costs of the repairs. I hope 
more residents take advantage 
of the program so these types of 
accidents are few and far between.” 
-Sadly wounded yet feeling lucky 
and hopeful

“The Walkable Winnetka program 
is a fantastic solution for sidewalk 
repair. It aides homeowners and 
visitors alike by enhancing the 
historic charm of our homes and 
making it easier to stroll safely.

Our sidewalk was repaired over a 
year ago. Our new sidewalk has 
improved foot traffic and the 
overall aesthetic of the end of our 
block.  

The program absorbs the majority 
of the repair cost, while the 
homeowners’ remaining share 
is small. In our case, the total 
was $892.80. The City covered 
half, Walkable Winnetka granted 

$334.80 and we paid only 12.5%... 
$111.60! I am happy this program 
exists as there is much left to be 
done.” -Derwin Hall, 214 South 
Rosemont Ave. 

“I am new to Winnetka Heights and 
couldn’t be more thrilled about this 
program! I sent a quick email to 
get the process started, to which 
I received a nearly immediate 
response. 

My project was quickly added to 
the City’s list and I am now eagerly 
awaiting my estimate.” -Amy E 
Davis, 222 North Rosemont Ave.

Check out the WH 
Swag Shop
Show your neighborhood pride 
with a variety of new WH items! 
Check out our T-shirts, tote bags, 
aprons, doormats and more with 
the traditional WHNA logo, as 
well the newly designed logo with 
the tagline “Steeped in History, 
Strengthened by Community, 
Fueled by Possibility.”

Get your swag at goo.gl/54lICj 
today!
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BUYING OR SELLING A HOME IN OAK CLIFF? CALL ME!

2 1 4 . 6 4 2 . 9 6 3 0

FEATURED HOME
1518 Oak Knol l  Street

Seize an opportunity to own a true 
mid-century dwelling nestled in the tree 
lined streets of Stevens Park Estates. 
Built in 1949 by architect Vernon Smith 
this home has been reborn through a 
meticulous and loving renovation to 
blend modern
conveniences while preserving it’s 
mid-century essence. 

The kitchen features marmoleum 
fl ooring, built in banquets, rift white oak 
cabinets, premium appliances, while 
museum level fi nish adorns the walls and 
ceilings, all framed with a modern 2 ½ 
fl ush trim work. 

For inquiries contact Crystal Gonzalez at 
214.642.9630

SoldSoldPendingAvailableAvailable

2328 Lawndale Drive223 N Montclair Ave2014 Rugged Drive1715 Lansford Ave112 S Winnetka Ave

This stunning home extends a warm welcome upon sight with 
its private tree-lined yard, covered entry and brick and natural 
stone exterior. 

Set amongst similar homes in this desirable neighborhood, this 
home exquisitely captures the best in modern conveniences, 
designer fi nishes, architectural detailing and luxury lifestyle. 

An open fl ow fl oor plan is awash in cheery light due to the 
extensive use of glass that captures the beautiful animated art 
of nature. A bright paint palate coupled with warm wood fl oors 
creates inviting living spaces primed for relaxation. 

The gourmet kitchen is streamlined to handle all your culinary 
feats with premium stainless steel appliances, custom cabinets 
and center island with seating for serving. 
Retreat to the master suite that is a destination unto itself with 
gracious proportions and spa-like en suite that includes ample 
cabinet and counter space, His & Her vanities and pampering 
freestanding soaker tub. 

A true entertainer’s delight, this home is set to impress with pool, 
lounging and dining areas. A slice of paradise in East Kessler 
centrally located to enjoy all conveniences.

4 Bedrooms / 3.5 Baths
East Kessler
Offered at $899,999
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2017 Mardi Gras Oak Cliff Parade

A huge thank you goes to Linda Derdeyn Jackson and the entire 
Winnetka Heights Mardi Gras Krewe!

To see more photos of this year’s Mardi Gras float 
visit 75208.org or check out our Facebook page!


