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Walking Away the Blues
by Diane Sherman

Author Thom Hartman believes 
walking can solve a lot of 
problems. In his book “Walking 
Away the Blues,” Hartman 
describes how walking “can heal 
the mind and create emotional 
well-being.” 

Your Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association 

couldn’t agree more. We 
think there’s no better place 
to walk away your blues than 
strolling through our beautiful 
neighborhood.

Towering trees. Friendly 
people. Glorious architecture. 
Here in Winnetka Heights, we 
have it all — well, almost all. 

continued on page 8

Bites in the Heights 2017
by Lee Ruiz

“People who love to eat are 
always the best people.” -Julia 
Child

The best of Winnetka Heights 
gathered again to celebrate 
food and friendships, plus 
raise money for neighborhood 
improvements, at the second 
Bites in the Heights at Turner 
House on May 13.

Twenty talented home cooks 
from Winnetka Heights and Oak 
Cliff provided savory and sweet 
tastes of food from around the 
world, reminding us all that in 
Winnetka Heights, we eat well!

Guests were serenaded (and 
sang along to) Broadway and 
American standards played live 
on the Turner House Steinway 
piano.

Oliver Sitrin, the chef at the 
Blind Butcher and Katie Sitrin, 
the manager of the Old Monk 
were the official judges for the 

night. 

Oliver and Katie recognized 
the many delicious tastes 
of the night, but in the 
end, determined that by 
demonstrating the best 
overall taste, creativity and 
presentation, the home brewed 
kombucha by Chistopher 
DiMarco was the winner of the 
night 

Guests at the event also chose 
their favorite, picking Candace 
and Steve Bossay’s pumpkin 
cheesecake bites as the 
“People’s Choice” winner. 

Winners received prizes from 
neighbor-owned Set & Co, 
as well as gift certificates to 
the Blind Butcher and the Old 
Monk.

Special thanks were also given 
to Janine Bales and Candace 
Bossay for soliciting donations, 
and putting together the lovely 

continued on page 3
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Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Patrick Lynch    whpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Vice President   Anne Hagan   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org
 Secretary/Historian  Emily Ruth Cannon secretary@winnetkaheights.org
 Past President   Michele Colbert  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org
     Christopher  
 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org
 Community Development Lee Ruiz  community@winnetkaheights.org
 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org
 Membership   Todd Fisher  membership@winnetkaheights.org
     and Chris Watts
 Finance    Jennifer Galloway finance@winnetkaheights.org
 Home Tour   Marijane Michael hometour@winnetkaheights.org
 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  
 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

Letter from the WH President, Patrick Lynch
We’re living in what could be 
considered a golden age of the 
arts in Oak Cliff. 

Just within the bounds of our 
neighborhood are at least three 
organizations promoting and 
practicing the arts. 

The original, of course, is the 
magnificent Kessler Theater. 
Standing as a testament to the 
golden age of cinema, 

The Kessler now hosts intimate 
musical performances from 
artists big and small, covering 
the gamut of musical genres and 
styles. That’s in addition to its 
programming of live comedy, 
dance, spoken word and the 
occasional movie.

More recently, Arts Mission Oak 
Cliff has worked to transform an 
old church on Windomere into 
a destination for Avant-garde 
theater, arts classes for kids and 
adults, and a generous space for 
artists of all stripes.

Also taking up residence 
in Winnetka Heights is La 
Rondalla, a free music program 
that provides “a world class 
music education to gifted 
students who do not otherwise 
have access to the arts.” 

Kids from the program offered 
up a live performance at the 
last membership meeting, the 
first of what we hope to be a 
continuing relationship with this 

fantastic organization.

These groups are just a sliver 
of what the wider Oak Cliff 
neighborhood offers our 
community in culture and art. 

Others like Oak Cliff Film 
Festival, Oak Cliff Society 
of Fine Arts, numerous artist 
galleries and studios, plus 
venues like the Wild Detectives 
and The Foundry, provide 
us with enriching and varied 
experiences without ever having 
to cross the river. 
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THE LEGENDARY

TEXAS THEATRE 
231 W JEFFERSON BLVD OAK CLIFF TX 75208 • 214.948.1546 • thetexastheatre.com 
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Code Awareness 
By Robbie Christopher

Are you new to Winnetka 
Heights? Or do you have a new 
neighbor? 

Please help us welcome 
and educate new property 
owners by contacting us at 
code@winnetkaheights.
org or membership@
winnetkaheights.org so can 
be sure to get welcome packets 
delivered. 

These packets have lots of 
great information, including the 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
application process. 

This is a big neighborhood and 
we need all the help we can 
get making sure everyone is 
informed of the requirements of 
owning property in our historic 
district.

Also, as mosquito season is 
here, and with all the recent 
rains, please be sure to check 
for any standing water where 
these pesky insects breed, and 
replace any damaged trash 
receptacles with missing lids 
by requesting service from the 
City’s 311 Department. And 
while you’re at it, carefully knock 
down or spray those wasp nests 

in the eves and the ceiling of 
your porches.

And as always, if you have any 
code-related questions or need 
to report violations, please feel 
free to email our Code Chairs, 
Robbie and Joe Christopher at 
code@winnetkaheights.org. 

continued from cover 

baskets of wine and cheer that 
were the evening’s giveaways; 
to Jimmy Contreras at Trompo 
Taco and Wine Bar for helping 
provide the delicious wine of the 
night to accompany the food; 
to Robbie Christopher and 
her family for the very popular 
Pimm’s Cup cocktail and the 
beautiful floral arrangements; 
to Jack Hagler for managing 
the judging and voting; to Tony 
Brogan for his raffle ticket sale 
expertise; and to Marijane 
Michael for again being the 
most wonderful hostess!

In the end, everyone was 

a winner, including the 
neighborhood which raised 
more than $4,000 for capital 
improvements that we’ll all 
enjoy, including the Walkable 
Winnetka sidewalk repair grant 
program. 

It’s expected that Bites in the 
Heights will return in 2018. What 
do you want to cook?

*******

Editor’s note: A special thanks 
also goes to Lee Ruiz for 
making this event happen.
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Get to know our new Secretary + 
Histrorian, Emily Ruth Cannon
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights?
Seven years. We moved from 
the Bay Area and rented a 
house on Windomere that Diane 
Sherman hooked us up with. 
We were there for almost a year 
while we stalked a house that 
Rob Romano was renovating on 
South Clinton. 

We walked by it every weekend 
to peek in the windows and we 
fantasized about living there. 
And that’s the house we’ve been 
in the last six years.  

What’s your favorite 
thing about living in our 
neighborhood?
There are so many things. But 
I’d have to say the people. I 

love Winnetka Heights, but I 
also feel like South Clinton is its 
own thing. It’s where I’ve made 
some of the most meaningful 
friendships. 

My next door neighbors have 
become family. They love my 
children so much and have been 
there for me through so many 
things. Sometimes my two-year-
old escapes from the house, and 
I’ll find him over there, making 
himself at home.  

What made you decide to run 
for Secretary/Historian? 

I’m really opinionated. I didn’t 
feel good about having opinions 
about Winnetka Heights without 
carrying my weight. So, here I 
am. More parties! 

What kind of goals would you 
like to accomplish in your new 
role? 
Show up on time, remember my 
laptop, listen more than I speak. 

What are you most excited 
about this fall in the Heights?
Halloween in Winnetka Heights 
is amazing. I love to start 
loading up on candy way in 
advance. My friends and family 
think I’m crazy but we always 
run out. 

What do you do for fun? 
I’m so dorky. Dancing with my 
boys to hip hop music is one of 
my favorite things ever. I also 
really enjoy camping, board 
games and napping. I am an 
expert at porch drinking. Come 
join us on South Clinton one 
afternoon and I’ll tell you more. 

Where is your favorite place 
to eat in Oak Cliff? 

The obvious and truthful answer 
is Lucia. One time my parents 
were baby-sitting our son in a 
snow/ice storm and we said we 
couldn’t go get him because 
of hazardous conditions on 
the road and we actually went 
and ate at Lucia (thanks Jenifer 
for noting that there were a 
lot of cancelations due to the 
weather). 

The frozé at Oddfellows, the 
lettuce wraps at BBBop and the 
ice cream macarons at Joy are 
really amazing too. 
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What makes Winnetka Heights so 
great? Its residents.
As a resident of Winnetka 
Heights, you’re already a 
member of the neighborhood 
association. 

Once a year, many neighbors 
choose to donate $35 
to the Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association that 
goes towards:

• Community improvements

• Neighborhood beatification 
projects

• Crime prevention and animal 

control efforts

• Special events 

• Various endeavors that make 
WH such a great place to live

You can easily pay or renew 
your membership donation 
through PayPal, in person at 
any of our events, or mail a 
check payable to WHNA to:

WHNA Treasurer

PO Box 5327 

Dallas, TX 75208

Have you checked out the  
WH Swag Shop
Show your neighborhood 
pride with a variety of new 
Winnetka Heights items! 

Check out our T-shirts, tote 
bags, aprons, doormats 
and more with the 
traditional Winnetka Heights 
Neighborhood Association logo. 

You can also get these items 
with the newly designed logo 
with the tagline “Steeped 
in History, Strengthened 

by Community, Fueled by 
Possibility.”

Get your swag at goo.
gl/54lICj today!
Thanks to our Membership 
Committee Chairs Todd Fisher 
and Chris Watts for setting up 
this special online store.

Membership Chairs, Todd 
Fisher and Chris Watts
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Crime Watch Tips for Summer 
by Russ Aikman

The most common type of crime 
reported for Winnetka Heights 
in 2017 has been theft from 
automobiles. 
We’ve had six such crimes out of 
30 total. In addition, there have 
been four cars reported stolen 
so far this year.

What can you do to minimize 
the risk of auto break-ins and 
theft? DPD officers shared the 
following tips:

• Always lock your car

• Completely close all car 
windows

• Never leave a spare set of keys 
in the car 

• Remove all valuables 

•Park in your driveway, not on 
the street

• If you have a truck, park it with 
the tailgate facing towards a 
wall so thieves can’t steal it

• And remember – For a Safer 
Winnetka Heights, Please Turn 
On your Porch Lights!

For questions about our Crime 
Watch Program including 
how you can help by serving 
as a Block Captain email 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.
org. 

Help keep Winnetka Heights a  
safe place to live
The North Oak Cliff United 
Police Patrol (NOCUPP) is a 
non-profit, member-supported 
neighborhood organization 
dedicated to improving public 
safety by providing private 
police patrol in North Oak Cliff. 

NOCUPP’s goal is to “be 
proactive towards crime, not 
just reactive, and provide much 
faster response to calls from 
members for help.”

NOCUPP officers are off-duty 
police officers who patrol 
the streets and alleyways of 
Winnetka Heights, investigate 
suspicious persons and vehicles, 
and quickly respond to crimes in 
progress. 

Since the program was founded 
in 2007, NOCUPP officers have 
made more than 700 arrests.

Membership dues pay for the 
police officers’ time, cellphone/
PC, and the use of the fully 

equipped Dallas police car. 

Membership is only $1 per 
day, payable either in a six-
month or full-year subscription. 

As a member, you will receive 
many benefits including:

• Access to officers via the 
NOCUPP mobile phone

• Suspicious person/bump in the 
night response

• Alarm response, even if you’ve 
had false alarms

in the past

• Vacation watch

• Construction watch

• Operation ID property marking

•  Crime reporting and 
investigation support

Visit northoakcliffpatrol.org 
and subscribe today. we can 
help make our neighborhood a 
safer place to live. 

From the 
NOCUPP website
NOCUPP was founded in 
the fall of 2007 as a private 
police patrol of the Kessler Park 
Neighborhood. 

The NOCUPP patrol area has 
since expanded to include 
a larger area including: East 
Kessler, Kessler Park, Kessler 
Plaza, Kidd Springs, Kings 
Highway, Briscoe Blvd. in 
Ravinia Heights, Stevens Park 
Estates, Stevens Park Village, 
West Kessler and Winnetka 
Heights. 

Each participating 
neighborhood association 
has their own NOCUPP board 
member. 

The NOCUPP board members 
are volunteers who help 
maintain our membership 
rosters, property information 
sheets, track membership dues, 
and help get NOCUPP yard 
signs to those members who 
request them.
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BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? CALL ME!
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FEATURED HOME
110 S Montclair  Avenue

Seize an opportunity to own a true 
mid-century dwelling nestled in the tree 
lined streets of Stevens Park Estates. 
Built in 1949 by architect Vernon Smith 
this home has been reborn through a 
meticulous and loving renovation to 
blend modern
conveniences while preserving it’s 
mid-century essence. 

The kitchen features marmoleum 
fl ooring, built in banquets, rift white oak 
cabinets, premium appliances, while 
museum level fi nish adorns the walls and 
ceilings, all framed with a modern 2 ½ 
fl ush trim work. 

For inquiries contact Crystal Gonzalez at 
214.642.9630

1303 Pioneer Drive

Available! Available! Available! Sold! Sold! Available for Lease!

1558 Driftwood Drive 414 S Willomet Ave 3008 Perryton Drive 1802 Ferndale Ave112 S Winnetka Ave

Located in popular Winnetka Heights, 
this spacious home offers several 
features that are hard to fi nd. 

Large front porch greets you from the 
fi rst and second fl oor. Wood fl oors 
throughout common areas with ample 
windows throughout. Large kitchen 
offers breakfast bar and butler’s 
pantry. 

Four bedrooms, three baths, and a 
two car garage are a rare fi nd in 
Winnetka Heights. Large master 
includes separate seating area as well 
as a private balcony. 

Currently offered at $435,000. 
Contact Crystal Gonzalez to view at 
214.642.9630.
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7/7  GARY P. NUNN
7/10  ADRIAN JOHNSTONʼS ALBUM LISTENING PARTY
7/13+14 RAY WYLIE HUBBARD WITH CHARLIE SHAFTER
7/15  JOSH THOMPSON WITH CHRIS NORWOOD
7/20  MATTHEW SWEET WITH TOMMY KEENE
7/23  JOAN SHELLEY WITH SAM BAKER
7/28  MICHELLE BRANCH
7/29  KXT 91.7 PRESENTS CHARLEY CROCKETT 
 WITH MATTHEW MCNEAL
8/5  LOS TEXMANIACS FEATURING FLACO JIMENEZ 
 WITH LOS NAHUATLATOS
8/11  SOUTH SAN GABRIEL
8/12  HOTTER THAN HELL BURLESQUE SHOW
8/18  JAMES MCMURTRY
8/24  CORY MORROW “20 YEARS OF LIFE & SONGS” 
 WITH KYLE HUTTON
8/26  DEL CASTILLO
9/9  COLIN HAY AT THE MAJESTIC
9/9  SPYRO GYRA
9/19  THE CHURCH WITH HELIO SEQUENCE
9/22  DRACO ROSA
9/25  ZOLA JESUS WITH JOHN WIESE
9/29  BODEANS

1230 w. davis street, dallas, TX 75208

It Takes a Village —  
Preserving the Essence of Winnetka Heights 
Thank you to all the neighbors 
who’ve volunteered their time 
and effort over the years to 
make our neighborhood what it 
is today. 

As one of our Membership 
Chairs, Todd Fisher, has said,

“One of the things that has 
always made Winnetka Heights 
such a vibrant, cohesive and 
friendly neighborhood has been 
the active participation of the 
residents. The involvement 
of our neighbors is key to 
continuing and building upon 
that legacy. 

We encourage you to get 
to know your neighbors, 
stay connected with what’s 
happening in Winnetka Heights 
and be involved with our 
activities and projects. 

Winnetka Heights is much 
more than just a place to live. 
It’s a wonderful community 
where life-long friendships 
are built, neighbors help 
neighbors, diversity is honored, 
celebrations are shared and 
when necessary mobilization 
happens.” 

Todd is right. And in order 
to maintain the sense of 
community so many neighbors 
have worked hard to achieve, 
we need your help. 

Here are just a few ways you 
can volunteer and be a part 
of what truly makes Winnetka 
Heights special: 

• Plan or help out at special 
events such as National Night 
Out, the Holiday Home Tour, 
Light Up the Heights, Mardi 
Gras and more

• Ask how to get involved 
with neighborhood committees 
such as Membership, Crime 
Watch and Communications

• If you have an idea, share it.
• Even better — make it 
happen

We welcome fresh new ideas 
for the upcoming years! Be sure 
to watch the Facebook page 
and 75208. org for upcoming 
volunteer opportunities. 

Thank you for being a Winnetka 
Heights neighbor.

We look forward to seeing 
you at the next happy hour, 
membership meeting, 
StreetFest, Crime Watch 
Information Session or one of 
the other upcoming events we 
have planned. 

See you then!
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I’m your agent for that. 
No one wants to pay for unnecessary extras and 
with my help, you won’t have to. I’ll help make 
sure you understand your options, and that you 
have the best coverage at the best price.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Need someone that 
speaks fluent insurance?

1001183.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Jon M Essary Ins Agency Inc
Jon Essary, Agent
1214 W Davis St
Dallas, TX  75208
Bus: 214-948-6000
Hablamos Español
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if you stumble over a crumbling 
stretch of sidewalk, or have to 
swerve into the street to miss a 
nasty crack in the concrete.   

We certainly want walks in our 
neighborhood to be healing, 
so six years ago the WHNA 
began sponsoring Walkable 
Winnetka — a grant program 
that helps Winnetka Heights 
property owners pay a portion 
of their sidewalk repair cost. The 
idea is simple. 

Owners use a City of Dallas 
sidewalk repair program to 
get great prices from the city 
and their concrete contractors. 
Walkable Winnetka grants 
75% (up to a max per 
household of $700) of the 
owner’s share of the repair costs. 
Bottom line — an owner can use 

a Walkable Winnetka grant to 
save real dollars repairing bad 
sidewalks. Not sure?

Just ask dozens of Winnetka 
Heights residents who have 
used Walkable Winnetka grants 
to repair thousands of feet of 
sidewalk.

If you’ve been thinking about 
repairing that nasty stretch of 
sidewalk around your property, 
now’s the time. To find out 
how to apply for a Walkable 
Winnetka grant, email Diane 
Sherman or Kirk Kirksey at 
walkable@winnetakheights.
org.

Remember, the more sidewalks 
we repair, the more healing 
walks we can all take. And who 
doesn’t need a little healing 
these days?
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New Pet 
Ordinances 
By Fran Gaconnier

The City of Dallas has some 
exciting new animal laws you 
should know about. These 
changes in the law are designed 
to help reduce the numbers of 
loose dogs, reduce the number 
of dogs entering our shelters, 
and improve the safety and 
quality of life of both humans 
and our companion animals. 

Here are a few of the changes:

• Dallas Animal Services is 
now its own department! It has 
been moved out from under the 
shadow of Code Compliance. 
This will give DAS the priority, 
budget, and accountability that 
has been lacking for years. A 
welcomed change and step 
towards an elevated animal 
culture in our city. 

• Mandatory Microchipping 
will take the place of annual 
pet registration. This will have 
a one time fee paid to the chip 
company. Mandatory chipping 
will help reunite lost pets with 
owners quickly and keep pets 
out of the shelters.

• Spay and Neutering your 
pets is now mandatory. 
Exceptions will be made 
for medical reasons with 
documentation from your vet, a 
breeders permit, for registered 
pure breed dogs, or registered 
competition dogs. 

• A Breeders Permit 
will take the place of the 
current intact animal permit. 
Exceptions will still be made 
for animals with health issues 
with documentation from a 
veterinarian, and for registered 
pure breed dogs and 

competition dogs. 

• Fix it Tickets: The city 
will dismiss a spay/neuter 
citation if the owner comes 
into compliance within 20 
days. This is leverage to shape 
behavior and get residents into 
compliance. 

• Dogs in Hot Cars: There are 
new laws to protect pets in hot 
cars. Animal Control Officers 
and first responders can now 
legally remove a dog from a 
hot car, without liability.  A few 
specifics must be met first, but 
this is great news for pets left 
in the extreme summer heat in 
a locked car. If you break the 
window, you have a potential 
liability for property damage; 
first responders now have none, 
so call 911 if you see a dog 
locked in hot car!

Resources: 
• Don’t forget FREE spay/ 
neuter, vaccination and 
microchipping packages are 
available to 23 south Dallas 
zip codes, including ours. 
Help spread the word to your 
neighbors in need. (Call the 
SPCA of Texas or the Spay 
Neuter Network to set up an 
appointment)

• You can microchip your dog 
for about $15 at the SPCA 
of Texas, through the Spay 
Neuter Network, at DAS, or 
through most low cost clinics. 
The SPCA of Texas has a low 
cost clinics on Sundays where 
there is no charge for an office 
visit – so you’re out the door for 
$15.  Low cost services are also 
available during the week, but 
office visit fees apply.

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue
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