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National Night Out: This Tuesday, October 3
We hope to see you at National 
Night Out on Tuesday, October 
3 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
Rosemont Park, located at 
Rosemont Avenue and 7th 
Street. 

Join us at this family-friendly 
event that’s become a favorite 
tradition in Winnetka Heights. 
As always, representatives from 

the Dallas Police Department 
and the Dallas Fire-Rescue 
Department will be stopping by 
to show their support.

Come enjoy free pizza and 
sodas, music, and plenty of fun 
activities for the kids, including 
a bounce house, face painting 
and a piñata, plus you can 
take pictures of them with the 

firetruck.

We’ll be offering helpful 
crime prevention tips and 
more information about 
NOCUPP, a program that 
provides off-duty Dallas Police 
Department officers to patrol 
our neighborhood in order to 
prevent crime before it happens.

See you on Tuesday! 

New! Preservation Through Education
Intro by Diane Sherman

While much of the surrounding 
area undergoes rapid 
redevelopment, Winnetka 
Heightians work to retain the 
charm of a bygone era. 
As we feel a connection to the 
past, our sense of well-being 
grows and our vision for the 
future enhances. 

We ask if we should do 
better. Can we do more? Can 
we increase public awareness 
and appreciation of historic 
architecture and the basic 
principles of preservation?

Our new series of articles 
aims to sharpen our basic 
understanding of preservation.

We begin with the help of 
David Preziosi of Preservation 
Dallas who explains why 
preserving original windows is 
both architecturally appropriate, 
and certainly more sustainable 
than window manufacturers 

would lead us to believe.

In future issues, we will learn 
from Katherine Seale, current 
City of Dallas Landmark 
Commission Chair and 
preservation consultant Jim 
Anderson, who served 26 years 
as our City preservation planner.

The Value of Historic 
Windows
Article by David Preziosi

Windows are an important 
character-defining feature of 
any home and contribute to its 
architectural richness. 

Over time though, with possible 
deterioration and without 
proper maintenance, windows 
may look unattractive and spur a 
desire to replace them. 

Let’s look at the reasons some 
consider replacing windows, and 
why they shouldn’t.

continued on page 4
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Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Patrick Lynch    whpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Vice President   Anne Hagan   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org
 Secretary/Historian  Emily Ruth Cannon secretary@winnetkaheights.org
 Past President   Michele Colbert  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org
     Christopher  
 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org
 Community Development Lee Ruiz  community@winnetkaheights.org
 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org
 Membership   Robbie Christopher membership@winnetkaheights.org
 Finance    Jennifer Galloway finance@winnetkaheights.org
 Home Tour   Marijane Michael hometour@winnetkaheights.org
 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  
 Parks    Petrine Abrahams parks@winnetkaheights.org

Letter from the WH President, Patrick Lynch
While temps are still hovering 
near 90 degrees, it’s not too 
soon to begin looking ahead to 
fall events and the holidays. 
And there’s no place like 
Winnetka Heights to celebrate.

First up is National Night Out 
on October 3 at the Rosemont 
Park. As has become tradition 
in our neighborhood, we’ll have 
plenty of free food and drinks 
along with kid-friendly games. 
Our city council member and 
neighbor, Scott Griggs, will also 
stop by, so come say hello to 
your neighbors. 

As temps cool even further, 
we look to the holiday season. 

Once the Thanksgiving turkey 
has been stuffed away, start 
preparing your home’s holiday 
spirit! 

The next membership meeting 
is on Tuesday, December 5 at 
Turner House.

Light Up the Heights is on 
Friday, December 8, when 
our volunteer holiday lights 
judges will make the rounds 
(and accept bribes) as they 
look for the homes with the 
best decorations. Prizes will be 
awarded in catagories to to the 
homes that bring out the most 
holiday fun.

The big event, the Winnetka 

Heights Holiday Home Tour, 
will be on Saturday, December 
9, and always showcases the 
historical beauty of Winnetka 
Heights. 

That same night, after the 
tour, is our neighborhood 
holiday party at Turner House. 
This event is open to all adult 
residents of Winnetka Heights, 
so whether you’re participating 
in this year’s home tour or not, 
be sure to come out for food, 
drinks, and a last chance to 
bid on awesome silent auction 
items.

Tis the season in Winnetka 
Heights!



Fall 2017

If you would like access to the private neighborhood forum, please contact whnaadmin@winnetkaheights.org.

EST. 1956

COME CHECK US OUT TODAY!
338 W. Jefferson Blvd. Dallas TX •75208 214.942.7595 • toptenrecords.org 

HOURS
TUE - THU • 12 TO 9PM    FRI/ SAT 12 TO 10PM

SUN • 12 TO 7PM    MON • CLOSED

What is that big white house on Rosemont? And what 
do they do there?
By Lee Ruiz

As newcomers to Winnetka 
Heights and Oak Cliff find their 
way through the neighborhood, 
these questions are all too 
common. And when someone 
first visits the old house, there 
is a sense of wonder that such 
amazing history and art were 
right there, just down the street, 
all along.

That big white house at 401 N. 
Rosemont is the Turner House, 
and it has been owned and 
maintained by the Oak Cliff 
Society of Fine Arts since 1957. 

Today, it’s home to a collection 
of 20th century Texas art, and 
holds art events, community 
meetings and celebrations. But, 
it’s history goes back to the very 
founding of Winnetka Heights.

J.P. Blake was one of the 
four founders of Winnetka 
Heights. The founders platted 
the subdivision in the original 
Oak Cliff townsite in 1908, and 
each began to build his family’s 
own residence. Blake built his 
home at what is now 401 N. 
Rosemont as a modified Prairie 
four-square at a cost of $55,000 
in 1912

As President of a major 
music conservatory, Blake 
entertained the young Oak 
Cliff community with musical 
events and lavish lawn parties.  

After the Blake family sold the 
home, its use slowly evolved.  
The depression and the housing 
needs created by World War 
II resulted in the house being 
modified for boarding house 
occupancy. By the end of the 
1940’s the house was home to 
the Oak Cliff Lutheran Church

In 1957, the Oak Cliff Society of 

continued on page 8

Code Awareness 
By Robbie Christopher

Now that the end of summer is 
in sight, and more to the point, 
the end of the oppressive heat, 
folks will be working in their 
yards and on their homes more.

So let’s all please remember that 
any and all changes, repairs, 
landscaping, etc. done to the 
outside of your property that 
are visible from the street or 
alley, must have an approved 
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Did you know that the 
condition of your alley is your 

responsibility? Overgrown 
plants and trash must be kept 
clear in order for the alleys to 
be passable by city and utility 
company vehicles, as well as 
residents. 

Failure to maintain your part 
of the alley will likely result in a 
citation from the city. 

And while you’re out there 
cleaning up, take a peek at any 
trees that may be compromising 
power lines or roofs, and take 
care of that before Oncor does. 

One more thought about the 

alleys: If your trash and recycle 
bins are in need of replacement, 
you can take care of that by 
contacting 311. You may also 
request a second recycling bin 
if one is not enough for your 
family. 
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Preservation continued from 
cover

Old 
Many think that a new window 
is better an old window. Well, 
think again! It amazes me that 
windows which are 50 to 100 
years are replaced with new 
windows which have a 10 to 30-
year life cycle. 

Most mass-produced windows 
also do not have the character 
or detail of historic windows and 
lack features like imperfections 
in glass, and specially milled 
sash and muntins that 
accurately reflect the style and 
period of the house. 
Keeping windows is also good 
for the environment as it saves 
unnecessary material going 
to the landfill and reduces the 
amount of new raw materials to 
be harvested. 

In Deteriorated Shape 
When a window doesn’t 
open properly, or has rotting 
members, those new windows 
tend to look pretty tempting. 

Well, resist that temptation 
as historic windows can be 
repaired. They have individual 
components which can be 
repaired or replaced, whereas 
most mass-manufactured 
windows are complete units 
which must be replaced entirely 
if something goes wrong. 

Even a broken pane of glass 
could necessitate an entire 
window replacement on a new 
window, but it can actually be 
easily and inexpensively fixed on 
an old window. 

If you are handy, you can take 
on a repair project yourself, or 
there are qualified craftsmen 
and companies in Dallas (a 
list can be acquired from 

Preservation Dallas) which can 
repair windows. 

If a historic window is truly too 
far gone for repair, there are 
solutions for that. Salvage 
companies in Dallas stock 
complete window units, 
individual sashes and hardware 
components. 

A new window can also be 
made locally to match the 
dimensions of the original 
window, which are often not 
standard, making it hard to 
find a manufactured unit 
replacement.

Not Energy Efficient 
Let’s get to energy efficiency. 
Yes, modern insulated windows 
do conserve energy; however, 
studies have shown that the 
savings are minimal and 
payback on the cost takes years, 
or even decades, to achieve. 

Over time, double-pane 
windows can also become 
cloudy when window seals 
break or degrade, necessitating 
complete replacement. You are 
far better off insulating your 
attic or crawl space, as that is 
where conditioned air escapes 
the most. 

There are simple ways to make 
existing windows more efficient 
including: making sure they 
are properly caulked around 
the openings, adding weather 
stripping to the moving parts, 
making sure sashes are tight by 
using locks, replacing broken 
panes, and patching areas with 
missing glazing. 

Storm windows can also be 
installed, essentially making a 
double-pane window. Interior 
storm windows are the least 
intrusive with easy-to-install 
compression fit ones that don’t 

require hardware, and adjust 
to your window opening if it 
is not completely square, or 
shifts with the seasons. Exterior 
storm windows are more 
expensive and usually must be 
professionally installed. 

In conclusion, if you have 
historic windows, be proud of 
them and what they contribute 
to your historic home. They are 
an essential part of your home’s 
historic integrity and value. With 
proper maintenance and repair, 
they can last indefinitely.

There are many helpful studies 
and guides out there on historic 
windows. The Green Lab at 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has produced a 
report on Saving Windows, 
Saving Money: Evaluating the 
Energy Performance of Window 
Retrofit and Replacement. The 
National Park Service also has 
two preservation briefs that are 
good as well: goo.gl/DRZsTx 
and goo.gl/5JdoU1
• • •

David Preziosi is the Executive 
Director of Preservation Dallas 
where he has been since 
2012. Before Dallas, he worked 
in Mississippi for 16 years in 
planning and preservation, 
after receiving a Bachelor 
of Environmental Design 
(architecture) and a Master of 
Urban Panning with a Historic 
Preservation Certificate, all from 
Texas A&M.  
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OOCCL Gets a New Name and Logo
For decades, the Old Oak Cliff 
Conservation League has 
advocated for preservation 
of the history of our Oak Cliff 
neighborhoods. After 43 years, 
the league recently announced 
its new name — Heritage Oak 
Cliff — with a beautiful logo to 
match.

The press release quoted the 
organization’s President, Ellie 
Hajek, “We are very pleased 
to announce these changes. 
Since 1974, we have been at 
the forefront of the preservation 
movement in Dallas, working to 
protect not only the structures 
that help give Oak Cliff its 

character, but also the culture, 
customs and traditions of our 
neighborhoods.” 

The Board of Directors formed 
a Name and Logo Review 
Committee, which worked with 
the branding firm Pink Jacket 
Studio, headquartered here in 
Oak Cliff. Input was received 
from membership and the 
community.
Winnetka Heights neighbor 
and Co-Vice President of 
Neighborhoods, Lee Ruiz 
stated in the press release, 
“Certainly, we will continue to 
work towards the preservation 
of our historic buildings that 

link us to the past, and we 
will continue to participate in 
the city’s evaluation of zoning 
changes, but we will do all 
of this with a keen eye to 
preserving the heritage of Oak 
Cliff, which includes our cultural 
diversity and our close-knit 
neighborhood lifestyles that 
we all love. The new name is a 
much better reflection of that.” 

Scheduled activities will go on 
as planned, including the Oak 
Cliff Fall Home Tour, scheduled 
for October 21-22. Learn more 
about the tour and Heritage Oak 
Cliff at heritageoakcliff.org.

Walkable Winnetka Stands For Win-Win
Want a win-win that can’t be 
beat? 
If areas of your sidewalk are 
deemed to be in disrepair, 
the City of Dallas Sidewalk 
Replacement Program may 
cover up 50% of the cost to 
repair the front sidewalk, and 
75% along the side street if your 
property is sited on a corner. 

On top of that, Walkable 
Winnetka will grant up to 
75%, to a max of $700, of your 
remaining expense.

Some homeowners have found 
their remaining share was only 
10-12.5% of the entire total! 

If you don’t believe us, ask 
one of our grantees. 

A satisfied grandparent on 
North Rosemont testifies, “This 
will make teaching my grandkids 
to ride a bicycle so much more 
enjoyable not having to dodge 
the cracks and holes. I want 
to thank the Board for the 
generous funding of my project, 
and I want to encourage the 
Board to continue to fund 
this important, successful 
program. It’s making a big, big 
difference.”

To see if your sidewalk qualifies, 
email Diane Sherman and 
Kirk Kirksey at walkable@
winnetkaheights.org.
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Get to know our Finance Committee Chair,  
Jennifer Galloway
How long have you lived in 
Winnetka Heights? 
Since March of 2015.

What’s your favorite 
thing about living in our 
neighborhood? 
I love getting to know my 
neighbors and having a sense 
of our own little Mayberry, right 
here in Dallas.

What made you decide to run 
for Finance Committee Chair? 
I ran for this position in 
order to get involved in the 
neighborhood; because of my 
financial background, I have 
moved to the roll of Finance 
Chair in order to be of better 
service to the neighborhood.

What kind of goals would you 
like to accomplish in your new 
role? 
One of the goals of the Finance 
Committee this term is to 
take action on purchasing and 
placing a neighborhood sign to 
welcome people into Winnetka 
Heights.

What are you most excited 
about this fall in the Heights? 
Mark and I love sitting on 
the porch and visiting with 
neighbors in cooler weather! I 
love to see so many people out 
walking their pets. I also look 
forward to the Winnetka Heights 
Holiday Home Tour.

What do you do for fun? 

Good question, as I work a lot! 
I enjoy getting together with 
family and friends, spending 
time with my dogs, traveling, 
and getting outside to do things 
in DFW. I also enjoy volunteering 
time in dog rescue at the SPCA 
and with DallasDogRRR and 
Shenandoah Shepherd Rescue.

Where is your favorite place 
to eat in Oak Cliff? 
My favorite places to eat or 
grab something on the go were 
Bolsa Mercado and El Corazon, 
both gone now. I love El Si Hay 
tacos, Norma’s, Cultivar Coffee, 
as well as the many Mexican 
restaurants a stone’s throw away 
on Jefferson.

I’m your agent for that. 
No one wants to pay for unnecessary extras and 
with my help, you won’t have to. I’ll help make 
sure you understand your options, and that you 
have the best coverage at the best price.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

Need someone that 
speaks fluent insurance?

1001183.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Jon M Essary Ins Agency Inc
Jon Essary, Agent
1214 W Davis St
Dallas, TX  75208
Bus: 214-948-6000
Hablamos Español
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Turner House continued from 
page 3

Fine Arts purchased the home 
and renamed it the E.P. Turner 
Clubhouse. It has served as the 
organization’s clubhouse since 
then. But, the OCSFA today is 
very different than the group that 
moved into the house.

The OCSFA was founded in 
1926 in the Lake Cliff studio of 
prominent Dallas artist Frank 
Reaugh. By the middle of the 
century, the group had well over 
600 members who worked to 
promote art, music, poetry, 
literature and drama in Dallas.
But, there was just one catch — 
only women could be members!

It was not until 2000 that a small 
group of Oak Cliff residents, led 
by James Prothro, restructured 
the OCSFA that membership was 
extended to men. The group 
established a new mission 
and quickly began work to raise 
funds for the preservation of the 
house which, by then, had fallen 
into serious disrepair.

Since then, the OCSFA Board, 
has worked to preserve its 
collection of Texas art and to 
offer enlightening programs on 
the art for the community

The Turner House Salon Series 
presents performances and 
lectures, often led by Oak Cliff 
artists, six times per year. 

The OCSFA’s Rising Star 
exhibition is one of the most 
important showcases for up-and- 
coming Dallas artists. And, its 
Movies on the Lawn are always 
a big hit with neighborhood 
families.

Naturally, Winnetka Heights has 
a very strong relationship with 
the OCSFA and Turner House.

www.thekessler.org

9/30  THE TEXAS GENTLEMEN & FRIENDS (Album Release)
10/7  JAMES VINCENT MCMORROW
10/8  CHELSEA WOLFE with Youth Code
10/11  An evening with PETE YORN (solo acoustic)
10/12  JULIAN LAGE & CHRIS ELDRIDGE + ANDY TIMMONS
10/13  RADICAL FACE with Aisha Badru
10/14  OAK CLIFF FLAMENCO FESTIVAL GRAND FINALE
10/18  JD MCPHERSON and NIKKI LANE
10/19  Wordspace presents SAUL WILLIAMS
10/21 JEN KIRKMAN with Damon K. Clark
10/26  MS. LISA FISCHER AND GRAND BATON
10/28  THE ENGLISH BEAT
10/29  WILL HOGE with Dan Layus
10/31  KXT Presents: CURE FOR PARANOIA, 
 WHISKEY FOLK RAMBLERS, & ABRAHAM ALEXANDER
11/2  VINTAGE TROUBLE with Desi Valentine
11/3  NOAH GUNDERSEN with Phoebe Bridgers
11/9  An evening with THE WEIGHT
11/11  SETH WALKER with Jackie Venson
11/12  An evening with BILLY CROCKETT
11/16  KXT presents DEER TICK
11/17  VANDOLIERS with Pedigoʼs Magic Pilsner & Jake Paleschic
11/24  THE BAND OF HEATHENS with Dan Dyer
11/25  SHELBY LYNNE & ALLISON MOORER (early)
11/25  HAYES CARLL (late)
11/29  DAVE ALVIN & THE GUILTY ONES
11/30  The Well Community presents RECOVERY LIVE
12/15  BRUCE ROBISON & KELLY WILLIS: Holiday Shindig (early & late)
12/20  JULIEN BAKER with Half Waif

1230 w. davis street, dallas, TX 75208

Our neighborhood meetings are 
conducted at the house, along 
with other special events like our 
Holiday Home Tour.  

In turn, the neighborhood 
has contributed to the 
preservation of the house, 
both with substantial monetary 
grants and the service of many 
volunteers.  

Winnetka Heights resident Glen 
Jones is the current President 
of the OCSFA. He succeeded 
Chris Barker, another Winnetka 
Heights resident who served 
as President for several years 
before Glen.

Much like Mr. Blake did in the 
early days of the house, Turner 
House promotes the arts and 
hosts beautiful celebrations.   
And it’s just down the street! 

The grand white house on 
Rosemont is a jewel in our 

neighborhood.  

We can all help preserve it by 
joining the OCSFA, attending 
events and spreading the word.

Help Preserve 
Turner House
Join or donate 
to the Oak Cliff 
Society of Fine 
Arts online at 

turnerhouse.org
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What makes Winnetka Heights so 
great? Its residents.
As a resident of Winnetka 
Heights, you’re already a 
member of the neighborhood 
association. 

Once a year, many neighbors 
choose to donate $35 to the 
WHNA that goes towards:

• Community improvements

• Neighborhood beatification 
projects

• Crime prevention and animal 
control efforts

• Special events 

• Various endeavors that make 
WH such a great place to live.

You can easily pay or renew 
your membership donation 
through PayPal, in person at 
any of our events.

Or send a check payable to 
WHNA to:
WHNA Treasurer

PO Box 5327 

Dallas, TX 75208

Every donation makes a huge 
difference in preserving the 
neighborly atomsphere of 
Winnetka Heights.

Dallas’ Leash 
Laws for Pets 
By Fran Gaconnier

It’s illegal to walk your dog 
without a leash around the 
neighborhood, at a city park, 
or any other public place, 
with the exception of off-leash 
dog parks. Please, for the 
safety and quality of life for 
everyone, abide by this law.

No matter how well-trained or 
friendly your dog is, everyone 
has a right to walk around with 
their kids, pets and grandmas 
without worrying about 
encountering a loose dog.

If your neighbor walks or lets 
their dog out without a leash, 
feel free to tell them that the 
Dallas Animal Services (DAS) 
will be cracking down on 
violators. 

Politely and respectfully 
expect compliance from your 
neighbors. You never know 
what kind of unforeseen event 
you could prevent by asking 
others to follow the law.

It’s best to start a neighbor-
to-neighbor, supportive, non-
judgmental, non-confrontation 
conversation. 

If a neighbor needs an extra 
nudge from DAS, call 311 
to request an educational 
compliance check. DAS officers 
will come out to explain the 
law and the consequences 
noncompliance will bring — a 
ticket that comes with a fine.

For more tips on training 
information, how to keep your 
family safe, dog bite prevention 
inside and outside your home 
and more, visit gypsydogops.
com.
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BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? CALL ME!

2 1 4 . 6 4 2 . 9 6 3 0

FEATURED HOME
303 N Wi l lomet Avenue

Seize an opportunity to own a true 
mid-century dwelling nestled in the tree 
lined streets of Stevens Park Estates. 
Built in 1949 by architect Vernon Smith 
this home has been reborn through a 
meticulous and loving renovation to 
blend modern
conveniences while preserving it’s 
mid-century essence. 

The kitchen features marmoleum 
flooring, built in banquets, rift white oak 
cabinets, premium appliances, while 
museum level finish adorns the walls and 
ceilings, all framed with a modern 2 ½ 
flush trim work. 

For inquiries contact Crystal Gonzalez at 
214.642.9630

110 S Montclair Ave

Available! Available for Lease! Sold! Sold! Sold! Sold!

114 S Montclair Ave 914 Knott Place 1303 Pioneer Drive 531 E 6th Street922 N Clinton Ave

It’s 2017 and you no longer need an alarm 
clock! Your “smart” home will wake you!

Imagine a fully integrated home that will 
raise your blinds to let the morning sun in, turn 
on your television to your favorite program, 
heat your bathroom floors and start brewing 
that pot of coffee.

Now imagine this same home has all the 
character and charm that is indicative of a 
home built in Historic Winnetka Heights. Built 
in 1914, this amazing home has been 
meticulously restored in an 18 month 
renovation and offers all the comforts of a 
relaxed neighborhood atmosphere.

Have a love for entertaining? A hostess’s 
ideal backyard has been designed to feel 
like a luxury courtyard offering an outdoor 
kitchen and natural stone seating.

Call Crystal Gonzalez for additional details 
and a private showing!
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NOCUPP 10th 
Anniversary Party: 
October 24 
Join neighbors for a 
champagne toast to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of the 
North Oak Cliff United Police 
Patrol (NOCUPP) on Tuesday, 
October 24 from 6:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m. at Turner House, 401 
North Rosemont Ave. 

There will be cake, 
strawberries and champagne. 
Officers will be present to 
answer your crime-related 
questions. 

Winnetka Heights has been 
part of NOCUPP since 2008. 
This program provides off-
duty Dallas Police Department 
officers to patrol our 
neighborhood to prevent crime 
before it happens. 

Crime Watch Story: Alert Neighbor Foils Thieves
by Russ Aikman 

A few months ago, Winnetka 
Height neighbor, Dede Dunham, 
noticed activity on her block 
which provoked her suspicion. 

A car pulled into the driveway 
at a house for sale next door to 
her home on South Montclair.

The passenger got out of the car 
and went to the backyard, but 
the driver sat in the car, holding 
a cell phone to her ear. 

Dede thought this behavior a 
little odd, but wondered if the 
couple might be there to repair 
something. 

Stepping onto her porch she 
called out to the driver, “Are you 
here to do some work on the 
house?” The driver nodded yes, 
while continuing to hold the cell 

phone.

Something about the situation 
didn’t ring true, so Dede texted 
the owner of the house to find 
out if he had scheduled any 
work. His immediate response 
was, “No, I have not. They are 
not contractors.” 

Her suspicions confirmed, 
Dede called 911 to report the 
couple. The pair left before DPD 
officers arrived to discover that 
the lines for the HVAC system 
had been cut. 

It was clear the couple had 
planned to steal the air 
conditioning unit. Although 
the coolant had drained out 
and had to be replaced the AC 
unit wasn’t stolen than,ks to 
Dede’s quick action. 

What are the lessons from this 
story?
• Get to know your neighbors

• Share contact information

• Be vigilant

• Take action when you see 
anything suspicious

For questions about our Crime 
Watch Program, including 
how you can help by serving 
as a Block Captain email 
crimewatch@winnetkaheights.
org. 
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Preventing Tailgate Thefts in Winnetka Heights
by Charlie Howell

Tailgate thefts have become 
one of the most frequently 
reported crimes in Winnetka 
Heights. 

It takes only seconds for a 
thief to remove an unlocked 
tailgate, and replacement costs 
for new tailgates range from 
$1,000 - $3,000 or more.

There are several steps you 
can take to prevent tailgate 
thefts and help make Winnetka 
Heights a less interesting target 
for these types of crimes.

• Park with your tailgate backed 
up against the house or a wall, 
so that it cannot be opened and 
then removed.

• Lock your tailgate with the 
handle lock. But, in case you 
forget…

• Install a collar lock that fits 
around the tailgate hinge. 
Hinge locks, or collars, range in 
price from about $15-$30.

Only one lock is needed for 
most tailgates, fitted on the 
side with the slotted insertion 
point (typically the right side).

• If you don’t want to spend 
money on a lock and you 
typically leave the tailgate 
in-place, install a $1.00 hose 
clamp around the hinge. 

A hose clamp will significantly 
increase the time required to 
remove the tailgate and may 
deter most thieves. Be sure 
to install the clamp from an 
awkward position, so that it will 
be more difficult to remove.

• Engrave the side of the 
tailgate with the vehicle 

identification (VIN) number and/
or driver’s license number, so 
that it might be identified as 
stolen and possibly recovered.

• Join the North Oak Cliff 
United Police Patrol (NOCUPP).

A NOCUPP subscription 
costs only about $1 per day 
and helps to increase the 
frequency of police patrols 
throughout Winnetka Heights 
and surrounding neighborhoods 
as a deterrent to crime. 

Please visit northoakcliffpatrol.
org to learn more information 
about additional benefits.

Score WH Swag
Show your neighborhood pride 
with a variety of Winnetka 
Heights items! 

Check out our T-shirts, tote 
bags, aprons, doormats 
and more with the traditional 
WHNA logo, as well the 
newly designed logo with the 
tagline “Steeped in History, 
Strengthened by Community, 
Fueled by Possibility.”

Get your swag at  
goo.gl/54lICj today! 
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Holiday Home Tour: 
December 9
The 31st Winnetka Heights 
Holiday Home Tour will be on 
Saturday, December 9. 
A variety of homes in Winnetka 
Heights will be decorated for 
the holidays and open to ticket 
holders for touring. 

This is our biggest fundraiser 
of the year! Funds raised will 
support our Walkable Winnetka 
sidewalk repair program, crime 
prevention, beautification 
projects and neighborhood 
events. There are plenty of 
ways you can help with this 
year’s home tour. 
Be a Neighborhood or Premier 
Neighborhood Sponsor.
There are tons of perks to 

being a sponsor, which will be 
announced soon!

You can pay your sponsorship by 
going online to whhometour.
org, or send a check to one of 
the Board Members written out 
to WHNA.

Volunteer the Day of the Tour
Give a couple of hours of your 
time as a porch sitter, or help 
out at Turner House. If you 
have time to help out the day 
before the tour, that would 
be great too! If you want to 
volunteer, email hometour@
winnetkaheights.org.
Bid on Holiday Gifts 
This year’s silent auction will 
feature incredible items. It’s the 
perfect opportunity to finish up 
your holiday shopping or treat 

yourself to something nice. With 
such a wide variety of items 
to bid on, you’re sure to find 
something for everyone on your 
list.

So, mark your calendars, 
then watch your inbox, the 
Facebook page and 75208.org 
for upcoming announcements 
about this year’s holiday home 
tour and the neighbors-only 
after-party, where we’ll celebrate 
31 years of Holiday Home Tours 
in Winnetka Heights.

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Neighborhood Events

Membership Meeting 
on December 5
The next Winnetka Heights 
Membership meeting will 
be on Tuesday, December 
5 at Turner House, 401 
North Rosemont Ave. The 
complimentary wine tasting 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. and the 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

Let’s kick off Home Tour week 
with some neighborhood 
comradery, plus learn about 
more upcoming events and get 
the latest neighborhood news!

Light Up the Heights 
Judging on December 8
Get your competitive spirit, 
ladder, and holiday lights out 
for our annual Light Up the 
Heights contest! Judges will 
get started at sundown on 
Friday, December 8.
Prizes for Best Block, 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd overall, along with 
special prizes like the “Martha 
Stewart Award” and the “Clark 
W. Griswold Award” will be 
awarded.

Home Tour After-party 
on December 9
After the Holiday Home 
Tour tour, on the evening of 
Saturday, December 9, come 
celebrate the Winnetka 
Heights Holiday Home Tour 
with free food and beverage at 
Turner House. 

This event is exclusively 
for adult Winnetka Heights 
neighbors.
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I Spy a Roadrunner
By Patrine Abrahams

Earlier last year, I spotted the 
roadrunner. Where else but 
along the road! I hadn’t seen it 
in about three years. 

I saw a flash out of the corner of 
my eye. I was sitting at my desk 
upstairs when it landed on the 
deck railing, where it remained 
long enough for me to take its 
picture. 

I was surprised to discover that 
it was tinged blue and orange 
along a bare patch behind the 
eyes. As common as they are 
in the area, it’s rare to see them 
up close. Sometimes as I drive 
down toward the house, I’ll spot 
one ahead of me. 

It’s almost comical to see it run 
and fly up several inches above 
the ground before it darts into 
the scrub along the edge of the 
woods.

The Greater Roadrunner is a 
member of the Cuckoo family of 
birds. It’s a resident of Texas, the 
desert regions of the southwest, 
and is common in the Chihuahua 
Desert of West Texas and lives 
as far south as Central America. 

It’s considered ground-dwelling, 
and both the male and female 
birds are similar in size and color.

They can run up to fifteen 
miles per hour, and while they 
don’t usually fly, they do retain 
the ability. 

This time, I spotted it on the dirt 
road and almost as suddenly 
as it appeared, it seemed to be 
gone. 

Weeks went by before I once 
again spied it. I wondered if it 
had come back to nest in the 
nearby open woodlands. It’s the 
male that incubates the eggs 
for approximately twenty days, 

which may explain its temporary 
disappearance.

Recently, I did a double-take 
when I spotted a total of five 
roadrunners late one afternoon.

While they usually lay only 
two white to pale yellow eggs, 
currently there are a total 
of three juveniles, plus the 
adults in residence. A group 
of roadrunners are collectively 
known as a “marathon” and a 
“race” of roadrunners.

Typically, they come out in the 
morning and early evening 
to search for insects, lizards, 
scorpions, young birds and small 
mammals. 

Famously deadly with 
rattlesnakes, they pick them up 
by their tail and repeatedly slam 
their head onto the ground.

That’s impressive!

Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

WHFFF Recap
August 5 was a beautiful day on the 
lawns of Turner House. Neighbors 
gathered for Winnetka Heights Family 
Fun Fest to enjoy delicious fajitas from 
Wheel Foods, drinks from local breweries, 
a Paleta bike from CocoAndre Chocolatier, 
music from DJ Dad Bod, kiddie pools and 
everyone’s favorite inflatable water slide! 
There was plenty of food, drinks and fun. 

A huge thank you to our sponsors!
Small Brewpub

Neighborhood Cellar

North Oak Cliff Beer & Wine

Texas Ale Project

CocoAndre Chocolatier

And an even bigger thank you to 
our amazing Family Fun Fest Chair, 
Lisa Mohon and those who helped her 
throughout the day.
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Soduko

Fall Recipe
Love comfort food that keeps 
you warm as the temperatures 
drop? Try this easy-to-make, 
creamy and flavorful butternut 
squash soup. Plus, t’s only 110 
calories per bowl!

Ingredients
• 1 medium butternut squash, 
peeled and diced into 1-in 
cubes (about 6 cups)

• 1 medium onion, diced

• 6 cloves roasted garlic

• 2 stalks celery, diced

• 1 tsp salt

• 1/2 tsp ground pepper

• 1/4 tsp ground nutmeg

• 6 cups chicken broth

• 1/2 cup half-and-half cream

• 2 tbsps minced fresh thyme

Instructions
1. In a 4-qt crockpot, combine 
squash, onion, garlic, celery, 
salt, pepper and nutmeg. Pour 
chicken broth over top

2. Cover crockpot and cook on 
low heat 5-6 hours or on high 
heat 3-4 hours until squash is 
very tender.

3. Working in batches, puree 
butternut squash mixture in 
a high-speed blender until 
completely. 

4. Return to crockpot and stir 
in cream and fresh thyme.

5. Season salt with additional 
salt and pepper to taste and 
cook an additional 45-60 
minutes on high heat.

6. Serve soup warm and enjoy!

Recipe credit: 
wholeandheavenlyoven.com
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Winnetka Heights Family Fun Fest 2017

Thank you to Lisa Mohon for making this event happen!

To see more photos, visit our Facebook page.


