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Preservation Through Education
Intro by Diane Sherman

The vast majority of structures 
within this historic district are 
wood frame, yet many of these 
boast precious brick exterior 
elements such as chimneys, 
front stoops and, in some cases, 
brick skirts. 

Per the Winnetka Heights 
Preservation criteria, “Brick 

surfaces not previously painted 
must not be painted unless the 
applicant establishes that (1) the 
painting is absolutely necessary 
to restore or preserve the brick; 
or, (2) the color and texture of 
replacement brick cannot be 
matched with that of the existing 
brick surface”. 

Why not paint brick? Local 

preservation architect Nancy 
McCoy tells us why.

Why NOT to paint 
brick – a Preservation 
Architect’s Perspective 

by Nancy McCoy

One of my long-time pet peeves

continued on page 4

Be Dazzled with Food and Drink: 
Bites In The Heights Returns April 14
Neighborhood chefs will once 
again dazzle us with their 
kitchen and hospitality skills as 
Bites In The Heights returns 
on Saturday, April 14 at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont 
Ave. Cocktails start at 6:30 p.m. 
and the bites begin at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are on sale 
now for one of the best 
neighborhood events and 
an important fundraiser for 
the neighborhood’s historic 
preservation and improvement 
projects. This is how those 
sidewalks get fixed!

New this year will be a cocktail 
hour on the terrace of Turner 
House. A select number of 
neighborhood mixologists will 
let you sample their creations to 
start the evening.

Beth Rankin, food editor for 
Dallas Observer, will be this 
year’s judge of the Top Chef-

style cooking competition, 
and Marc Ramirez, cocktail 
and lifestyle writer for Dallas 
Morning News, will judge the 
cocktail entries.  

But all guests win by enjoying 
the delicious food, drinks, 
and wine, and the sing-along 
to American standards played 
on the Turner House vintage 
Steinway by noted pianist David 
Haskins. It’s a great night out in 
the neighborhood! 

Tickets are on sale now for 
$60 each at winnetkaheights.
org.
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Meet the Board of Directors
 President   Patrick Lynch    whpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Vice President   Anne Hagan   vicepresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Treasurer   Candace Bossay treasurer@winnetkaheights.org
 Secretary/Historian  Emily Ruth Cannon secretary@winnetkaheights.org
 Past President   Michele Colbert  pastpresident@winnetkaheights.org
 Code Awareness  Robbie and Joe  code@winnetkaheights.org
     Christopher  
 Communications  Chris White  communications@winnetkaheights.org
 Community Development Lee Ruiz  community@winnetkaheights.org
 Crime Watch   Russ Aikman  crimewatch@winnetkaheights.org
 Membership   Chris Walters  membership@winnetkaheights.org
 Finance    Jennifer Galloway finance@winnetkaheights.org
 Home Tour   Anne and Jeff   hometour@winnetkaheights.org
     Fahrenholz 
 Walkable Winnetka  Diane Sherman  walkable@winnetkaheights.org  

2018 Mardi Tour Recap
by Teri Merrick

February 11 brought freezing 
rain and cold temperatures 
to Oak Cliff, but that didn’t 
stop the Krewe of Winnetka 
Heights from bringing our 
best game to the annual Mardi 
Gras Parade sponsored by Go 
Oak Cliff. 

The Disney Pixar COCO-
inspired float was designed 
by committee chair Lisa 
Mohon, and Winnetka Heights 
neighbors Larry Oliver and 
Jamie Laubhan-Oliver. 

Our bridge to the afterlife was 
made up of thousands of 
paper flowers painstakingly 

created by so many wonderful 
Winnetka Heights neighbors. 
Neighbors contributed so much 
time and energy to perfect the 
float theme. 

We had a blast celebrating with 
all of Oak Cliff, and of course, 
the icing on the cake was 
winning both The Go Oak Cliff 
award for best float and the 
first-ever Heritage Oak Cliff 
award. 

As announced by Go Oak 
Cliff, “OCOC was super clever 
and incredibly well designed. 
Enjoy another year of bragging 
rights!” 

Don’t worry. We will!! Thanks to 
everyone who participated. 
We will see you next year!

For more Mardi Gras photos, 
check out the back cover.
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Annual 
Membership 
Meeting: June 12
The WHNA Annual 
Membership meeting will be 
on Tuesday, June 12 at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont 
Ave. The complimentary wine 
tasting will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
and the meeting will begin at 7 
p.m.

Come vote on new officers, 
get to know your neighbors, 
see old friends, learn about 
upcoming events and get the 
latest neighborhood news.

Nominate New 
Officers 
As required by the association 
bylaws, the WHNA Board 
of Directors has appointed 
a Nominating Committee 
consisting of Past President Jeff 
Fahrenholz, Member at Large 
Carol Hagler, and Current 
Board Member Russ Aikman. 

Officer nominations will open 
soon. 
The slate will go for a vote 
before WH residents at the 
Annual Membership Meeting 
in June 12.

April Happy Hour
The April Happy Hour will 
be on Thursday, April 5 at 
Bolsa, 614 West Davis St. from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. What 
does your street taste like? 
Bolsa Mixologists will create 
Winnetka Heights signature 
cocktails named for each 
street. This Happy Hour is the 
return of Winnetka Heights 
Trivia so do your research!

May Happy Hour
The May Happy Hour will be 
on Thursday May 3 at BBBop 
Seoul Kitchen, 828 West 
Davis St. from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. This month’s theme 
is Beats and Bocce. Come 
enjoy old school hip hop with 
DJ Mom Jeans AKA Emily 
Ruth Cannon, plus participate 
in some friendly competition 
on BBBop’s bocce court.

New Neighbor 
Happy Hour: May 
19
If you or someone you 
know has moved into the 
neighborhood within the last 
two years, join us on Saturday, 
May 19 at Nova, 1417 West 
Davis St. from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Find out how to get involved in 
our wonderful neighborhood. 
Become a participant in great 
events including Home Tour, 
Bites In The Heights, National 
Night Out, Mardi Gras and 
Family Fun Fest. Learn about 
amazing programs and services 
like NOCUPP and Walkable 
Winnetka. 

Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming WHNA Events

Craig Melde, founding principal of Architexas specializing in architecture, 
planning and historic preservation, will discuss how the rehabilitation of a 
historic bank to a luxury hotel changed the course of downtown Dallas. 

“THE JOULE HOTEL” 

 
TURNER HOUSE • SALON SERIES •  SPRING 2018

Presents

Tickets $20 per Salon Series evening for non-members and $15 for Society members & students.
Tickets available for purchase at door.  401 N. Rosemont Avenue, Dallas 75208 www.turnerhouse.org

THURSDAY • APRIL 12, 2018 • 7:30-9:30

  

Sponsored by
Diane and Vinnie Sherman
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Preservation continued from 
cover 

is the painting of brick. When I 
moved to Dallas in 1997, the last 
thing I wanted was a painted 
brick house. As a preservation 
architect, I know the 
maintenance headache and the 
problems it can cause. However, 
I ended up buying not one, but 
two painted brick houses over 
the years, and not surprisingly, 
regretted it. 

So every time I see a brick 
house being painted, I cringe 
and wish that the Conservation 
District that I live in had banned 
the practice. 

I think that if people understood 
the long-term problems and 
aesthetic changes painting brick 
causes, they would avoid it in 
favor of helping to preserve our 
historic neighborhoods as long 
as we can. 

So when asked to contribute 
an article on why NOT to paint 
brick, I did not resist. 

Traditional residential brick 
construction is composed 
of two parts: brick units 
and mortar joints. The brick 
is the permanent of the two 
components, while the mortar is 
a sacrificial material that is both 
inexpensive and easy to replace.

The sacrificial nature of the 
mortar is what protects the brick 
and enables it to last hundreds 
of years while the mortar can 
last nearly as long with periodic 
maintenance. Fewer than 15% 
of the mortar joints in my 1926 
brick Tudor required repointing 
at over 90 years of age. 

Brick was almost never painted 
historically because paint 
deters the system from working 

properly. The sacrificial mortar 
has two jobs. 

First, the mortar allows for 
movement, which allows the 
brick to shift slightly if necessary, 
thereby protecting the brick 
from cracking under restrained 
conditions.

Second, the mortar readily 
allows moisture vapor to exit 
the wall assembly, thereby 
protecting the brick from 
prolonged wet conditions 
that will cause the brick to 
deteriorate. 

The beauty of brick comes from 
its natural colors plus the color, 
profile and size of mortar joints. 
Together the brick and mortar 
create a texture that can be 
soft, warm, aged, hard, crisp 
and modern, and everything in 
between. The combinations are 
endless. 

When brick is painted, it appears 
monolithic, and loses its texture 
and natural color. It also changes 
the way the brick and mortar 
work together.

The paint inhibits the mortar 
joint from allowing moisture 
vapor to readily leave the wall. 
The paint effectively seals the 
surface of both the brick and 
mortar to keep water out, but 
this only lasts until there is a 
break in the paint – an inevitable 
event – where it cracks, peels or 
is accidentally damaged. 

When that happens, water 
can and will get in the wall, 
and once in, it gets trapped. 
Trapped moisture then causes 
the brick to deteriorate.  

Finally, removing paint from 
brick is very difficult and 
thus expensive, so on-going 
maintenance of the paint will be 

necessary. 

Typically, painted brick will 
require touch up work within five 
years and complete repainting 
approximately every ten years.

Nancy T. McCoy, FAIA, FAPT, is 
an award winning preservation 
Dallas architect and scholar 
with Quimby McCoy 
Preservation Architecture. 
She has worked on National 
Historic Landmarks, including 
Kansas City’s Union Station 
and our own Fair Park. She 
is an author of the recently 
published book “Architecture 
That Speaks” about S.C.P. 
Vosper and ten remarkable 
buildings at Texas A&M 
University.

The historic Knights of 
Pythias Temple in Deep 
Ellum is currently undergoing 
rehabilitation. The paint 
removal from the brick 
revealed a beautiful exterior. 
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Dallas, TX1601917

Making you our #1 priority is what’s made State Farm® #1* in auto 
insurance. I’m here to listen to your needs and to help life go right.  
CALL ME TODAY.

Putting you first 
made us #1.

* Based on written premium as reported by SNL Financial 2014.

Jon M Essary Ins Agency Inc
Jon Essary, Agent

516 W 7th St
Dallas, TX  75208

Bus: 214-948-6000

I Moved to Winnetka Heights for My Dog
By Vanessa Peterson

I laughed out loud when my 
realtor sent me an article about 
how dogs are a major factor in 
a millennial’s decision to move 
out of their 19-story apartment 
complex. 

After shopping for a my first 
real home over the summer, I 
found the perfect place in this 
neighborhood with everything 
my dog, Leo, could ever want — 
a private backyard, a plethora of 
trees, a possible overpopulation 
of squirrels, and dog friendly 
restaurants, shops, and parks 
close by. 

Leo and I moved to Winnetka 
Heights this July after I fell in 
love with the 1920s charm, and 
he fell in love with the green 
grass and the fun, new smells. 

If dogs could speak, Leo would 
agree that he is still enjoying 
the neighborhood too, but 
mom needs to stop being lazy 
and apply for a new sidewalk 
through Walkable Winnetka. 
That sidewalk on that one street 
near us with the really nice fire 
hydrant that he likes to visit 
every day. Yeah, it needs to be 
replaced. He gets annoyed and 
gives me major side eye when 
I trip over the cracks every day, 
which accidentally causes an 
unexpected tug on his leash. 
He is a very sassy 10-year-old 
puppy. 
Stay tuned – I am saving some 
cash in hopes of replacing this 
particular sidewalk!

My first goal in becoming 
involved in this neighborhood 

was to just meet some 
neighbors. Leo and I say “hi” 
while we’re on our twice daily 
walks, and I brought him to the 
March general neighborhood 
association meeting hosted at 
Turner House to introduce him 
to more friends.

My second goal is to contribute 
to the betterment of the 
neighborhood. This historic 
neighborhood is a very special 
place that is preserving a great 
and important era in America’s 
history. I want it to remain a safe 
and attractive neighborhood 
that all residents can enjoy. 

Leo and I ran into a neighbor 
and his dog a couple of months 
ago who told me a story

continued on page 7
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Leo continued from page 8

about how he and his wife 
spearheaded the initiative to 
plant more trees in Winnetka 
Heights about 20 years ago. 
This is exactly the type of 
thing that I want to help with 
and why I reached out to the 
neighborhood association 
asking to please volunteer. 

I would like to end my first 
blurb here by giving a 
shoutout to that awesome 
couple I tripped in front of a 
weeks away ago while Leo and 
I were on a walk with another 
human friend of mine and one 
of Leo’s best puppy friends. 
You two were splitting a bottle 
of wine on your patio in the 
middle of the day on a Sunday, 
just enjoying the day. I just 
wanted to let you both know 
you’re really cool and part of 
the reason why I love it here. 

Code 101
by Robbie Christopher

What is a landmark or historic 
and what are the advantages of 
owning property in one? 

The City of Dallas Landmark 
Districts are defined areas 
with a significant concentration 
of structures unified by their 
architectural style or related 
historical events. 

The significance of the district 
is recognized by its listing on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, as well as being a City 
of Dallas Landmark District. 
They are protected by historic 
district ordinances with 
preservation criteria, specific 
to each district, administered 
by the Dallas Landmark 
Commission. 

Winnetka Heights was 
designated a historic district in 
1981. It was also around that 
time that a concentrated crime 
watch effort was launched.

In the years that followed, 
properties that had been 
converted into multiple family 
structures with leased tenants 
were converted back to owner 
occupied single family homes. 

Density decreased and the 
neighborhood slowly has 
returned to what was originally a 
prestigious suburb, except that 
we are now considered to be in 
the heart of the City of Dallas. 

By preserving these beautiful 
structures as their intended 
use, we’are also preserving 
a way of life that has become 

rare. We are a “front porch” 
neighborhood that offers a true 
sense of community to all our 
residents. While maintaining 
these buildings comes with 
requirements not expected 
outside of historic districts, the 
approval of changes to the 
exteriors comes with undeniable 
benefits. 

Property values and quality 
of life in Winnetka Heights 
are enviable and we are 
fortunate to benefit from 
the efforts of the community 
leaders who had the foresight 
and persistence to make this 
neighborhood what it is today 
and the people who make sure 
those efforts continue.
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Now & Then
Now & Then is an original 
column by our Membership 
Committee Chair, Chris Walters. 
It features neighbors that are 
new to Winnetka Heights, as 
well as long-time residents. 

Now
Larry Oliver and Jamie Laubhan-
Oliver on South Winnetka Ave

How long have they lived in 
Winnetka Heights?
Larry and Jamie moved into 
the neighborhood in 2013. 
They decided 2018 was the 
year they were going to get 
involved in the neighborhood 
they loved and boy did they! 
Both were instrumental in the 
design and construction of the 
this year’s award-winning Mardi 
Gras Parade float, and have 
volunteered to Co-Chair the 
2019 Winnetka Heights Mardi 

Gras entry.

What attracted them to Oak 
Cliff and Winnetka Heights?
They lived in The Cedars for 
five years while looking a house  
because they want to find a 
neighborhood with some grit 
and no cookie-cutter style. 
As design majors, they both 
appreciated the architecture and 
beauty of craftsman style homes, 
and knew Winnetka Height was 
where they needed to be.  

What are some interesting 
features and/or history of 
their home?
They loved the feel of this 
traditional four-square that had 
been remodeled with a clean 
pallet and move-in ready. During 
a dining room renovation, 
the couple discovered a large 
section of original wallpaper and 

framed it to preserve the history. 

What do they love most about 
living in the neighborhood?
Larry and Jamie are from small 
Texas towns and love that 
Winnetka Heights reflects that 
small town camaraderie and 
also describe it as a “Feel Good 
Place.”

Then
Barbara Roy and Pierre Lessard 
on South Willomet Ave

How long have they lived in 
Winnetka Heights?
Barbara and Pierre have lived 
in Winnetka Heights for 39 
years! They bought their house 
in 1979 for $37,800! Most of 
you know this wonderful couple 
because they’re always present 
at Winnetka Heights events and 
have served on Task Force and 
as current Crime Watch block 
captains. They’re the original 
founders of Winnetka Winos 
and famous for providing 
Blueberry Vodka shot at our 
Mardi Gras float builds (I see a 
pattern)! 

What attracted them to Oak 
Cliff and Winnetka Heights?
After graduate school, the 

couple wanted to be close to 
downtown and live where they 
played. At that time, it was the 
Busy Bee, a famous burlesque 
and comedy club opened by 
Jack Ruby (it’s a Dallas history 
lesson).

What are some interesting 
features and/or history of 
their home?
Barbara and Pierre knew this 
was the house for them the day 
the owner showed it to them 
because of the wrap-around 
front porch and a large claw 
foot tub that Pierre got in so 
he could try it out. The couple 
planted every tree in the yard 
that now canopy the house. 

What do they love 
most about living in the 
neighborhood?
They believe that Winnetka 

Heights is a community where 
people continue to help one 
another and a place where 
you’re not just buying a 
house — you’re buying into 
friendships!
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BADGES ON SALE NOW!  oakclifffilmfestival.com

THE LEGENDARY

TEXAS THEATRE 
231 W JEFFERSON BLVD OAK CLIFF TX 75208 • 214.948.1546 • thetexastheatre.com 

 
 
 

 
 

Mental health and substance abuse support from 
licensed professionals. 

www.wecanflourish.com 
972.755.9120 

509 N Winnetka Ave Ste 207, Dallas TX 75208 
 
 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

www.thekessler.org

4/8  KXT 91.7 PRESENTS JAKE BUGG WITH NINA NESBITT

4/12  THE JAMES HUNTER SIX WITH 40 ACRE MULE

4/13  BEBEL GILBERTO WITH DJ MR. RID

4/14  AN EVENING WITH BRUCE COCKBURN
4/20  BIG SAM'S FUNKY NATION WITH THADDEUS FORD

4/21  IAN MOORE WITH JESSE DAYTON

4/27  PJ MORTON
4/28  OVER THE RHINE WITH LEIGH NASH

4/29  WORDSPACE PRESENTS WALTER MOSLEY
5/3  AN EVENING WITH THE RESIDENTS
5/4  JAMES MCMURTRY
5/5  BRENT COBB & THEM WITH BONNIE BISHOP

5/10  ERIC NADEL'S B-DAY BENEFIT WITH SHEMEKIA 
 COPELAND & SETH WALKER
5/12  PROPHETS & OUTLAWS WITH RONNIE FAUSS

5/13  TYRONE WELLS WITH GABE DIXON

5/17  BALMORHEA WITH WILL JOHNSON

5/18  KAT EDMONSON WITH MATT MUNISTERI

5/24  OKKERVIL RIVER WITH BENJAMIN LAZAR DAVIS

5/26  KELLY WILLIS
6/3  DAVE ALVIN & JIMMIE DALE GILMORE
6/6 JAKE SHIMABUKURO 
6/7  JUSTIN TOWNES EARLE (SOLO) WITH LYDIA LOVELESS

6/8  HAR MAR SUPERSTAR: SINGS SAM COOKE

1230 w. davis street, dallas, TX 75208

American Bungalow Magazine 
Features Winnetka Heights
An article about Winnetka Heights is now featured in the Spring 
2018 issue of American Bungalow magazine. The article was 
written by Lee Ruiz with photos by Rachel Hoehn and Russ 
Aikman. Copies should be available at Barnes & Noble, and any 
store with a large magazine section. You can also view it online by 
visiting online.fliphtml5.com/dwyn/lblk.

Make WH Safer in 
2018
Join the WH Crime Watch 
Program. The Committee meets 
monthly with DPD officers. 
Learn about crime trends and 
preventive methods. For more 
info, email crimewatch@
winnetkaheights.org.

NOCUPP INFO 
SESSION: April 24
NOCUPP is one of the key 
strategies in place to help 
reduce crime in Winnetka 
Heights. Off-duty officers patrol 
WH to prevent crime. The cost 
is $1 per day. More participants 
= more patrol hours. Learn more 
at northoakcliffparrol.org or join 
us for a NOCUPP Info Session 
on Tuesday, April 24 at Turner 
House, 401 North Rosemont 
Ave. from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Officers will be present to answer 
questions
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Your Neighborhood workshop:

doors, windows, timbers, porches, knee braces
sidings, railings, columns, mouldings

214-946-8123 davis-hawn.com
1941 S. Beckley Avenue

Pet Column
by Fran Gaconnier

Spring is here and it’s time to 
get out and enjoy the nice 
weather and get back in touch 
with nature. Luckily, there are 
many local dog friendly patios 
around Oak Cliff, and great trails 
and parks close by. Some of you 
may think, “I wish I could, but 
my dog isn’t behaved enough 
to go out in public or walk 
calmly on a leash.” Don’t worry, 
there’s hope for you!
Oak Cliff is filled with trainers 
and business that can help your 
dog become a balanced dog, 
ready for public outings. You can 
do the work yourself, work with 
the trainer, take group classes, 
or send your pup to a board 
and train. As dog owners, we 
invest so much in our pets, but 
some often hesitate to pay for 

a qualified trainer to help us set 
up structure and rules. Why do 
we hesitate to engage a pro? 
We think we should be able to 
do it on our own, but when we 
can’t get the behavior we want 
out of our dogs, we often just 
adjust our expectations and our 
own behavior. 

Many people give up on walking 
their dogs or taking them with 
them out in public because the 
dog is so wild or dog-reactive on 
leash. But know this, there are 
very few truly dog-aggressive 
dogs out there in the world; 
most dogs just don’t have the 
training and structure to not 
overact when interacting with 
other dogs. A qualified trainer 
can get you and your pup get 
over that hump! 

If you find yourself wistfully 

wishing you could walk your 
dog, here are just a few of the 
training options in or close by 
our neighborhood:

• Pet University: The SPCA of 
Texas 

• DogFit Dallas: Art Ortiz

• Smart Dog Dallas

• Dog Training Club of Dallas

• Arkal Dog: Brian Crain

• Canine Coaching: me, your 
neighborhood dog lady

You can also check out the 
training links on the “Links We 
Like” page at gypsydogops.
com. Have a dog or cat related 
topic or article you’d like to see? 
Email doglady@gypsydogops.
com.

Walkable Winnetka
To date, we have funded more 
than 7,000 linear feet of sidewalk 
with almost 1,100 feet this year 
alone. Within a short while, the 
allocated amount of grant money 
will be all gone, but after June, 
there will be more grant money 
available. To get in line now 
and start the estimating phase, 
email walkablewinnetka@
winnetkaheights.org.
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2018 Oak Cliff Mardi Gras 

Thank you to Teri Merrick and Lisa Mohon for chairing this event!

To see more photos, visit our Facebook page.


